.•  ...  \  .V- 


/ 


\ 


* 


"V 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30546400 


A  N  %TOU  qUo 7u 

ESSAY 

Attempting  a  more 
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True  Causes  of  all 
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Ufed  Internally  in  their  Cures: 
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T  O  T  H  E 

Right  Honourable 

Robert  Harley ,  Efq; 

One  of  Her  Majefty’s  Prin¬ 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  one  of  Her  Moffc  Ho¬ 
nourable  Privy  Council. 

e> 

SIR, 

I  Cannot  but  readily  acknowledge , 
that  it  may  feem  an  inexcufable 
piece  of  Arrogance ,  for  one  fo 
Obfcure  in  all  rejpefis ,  to  prefume  in 
this  manner  to  Addrefs  himfelf  to  a 
Perfon ,  by  Her  Moft  Sacred  Majefty. 
the  Beft  Judge  of  True  Merit ,  advan¬ 
ced  to  a  Station  in  the  Publicity  which 
requires  fuck  Judgment ,  fuch  Dexteri- 

a  ty, 
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*y,  fab  Fidelity ,  fuch  Secrecy  and fuch 
Difpatch  in  the  Management  of  it. 

All  that  I  have  humbly  to  offer  by 
way  of  Apology  for  this  my  Temerity , 
w,  "That  /  am  very  fure,  the  Sole  End 
l  aim  at ,  in  the  following  Effay,  of 
the  which  /  beg  your  Protection,  is  the 
Good  of  Mankind ,  and  the  Means  l 
propofe  for  the  attaining  that  End ',  if  I 
am  not  grofly  Miflaken ,  actually  tend 
to  render  the  Art  of  Phyfick  more 
indifputably  ufeful,  than  feme  prejudi¬ 
ced  Minds  are  willing  to  own ,  by  Sug- 
gefting  a  Method  for  the  ejfeSlually 
Freeing  it,  as  far  as  / ball  be  pofible , 
from  the  too  common  Imputation  of  Un¬ 
certainty,  either  in  the  Theory  or 
Pra  ft  ice,  or  Both;  at  leaf  fo  far,  as 
relates  to  IDiJeafes proceeding  from  Mor¬ 
bid  Bloods. 

This  Defegn  being  Commendable ,  / 
hope  the  Supplicating  Tour  Favour  to¬ 
wards  it,  may  Plead  for  the  Pardon 
of  my  Preemption ,  in  thus  Dedica- 

ting 
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ting  k  to  Tou  ;  though  the  Deficien¬ 
cies,  in  the  Performance  of  the  Vnder- 
taking  it  Jelf,  fhould  render  it  Vnwor * 
thy  of  Tour  Patronage. 

That  God  would  long  continue  Ton 
an  Happy  Infirument  of  Promoting  Her 
Majefi/s  Glory ,  and  the  Good  both  of 
thefe  Kingdoms  in  particular .  and  of 
all  Europe  in  general,  is  the  mofi  un¬ 
feigned  Prayer  of, 

S  l  R, 

Your  HONOUR'S. , 

Mo  ft  Humble.,  and 
moft  Obedient  Servant 


PREFA 

TH  E  Title  Page  fufficiently  declaring  the 
Dcpgn  of  the  following  EJfay  might  very 
well  excufe  me  the  trouble  of  prefixing  a 
Preface  j  were  there  not  two  particulars  in  which  both 
the  Learned  and  Unlearned  Readers  may  reafonably 
expedf  fome  kind  of  Satisfaction  from  me,  vi%.  1.  What 
mov’d  me  to  engage  In  an  Undertaking,  wrhich  per¬ 
haps  may  be  (o  far  Irom  meeting  with  a  favoura¬ 
ble  Reception,  that  in  all  likelihood,  it  may  on  the 
contrary  be  Ridicul'd  and  Defpifed  by  many, 
and  Oppofed  and  Contradicted  by  others :  And 
II.  Why,  after  I  had  refolv’d  to  commit  to  the  Prefs 
my  Sentiments,  I  rather  cho(e  to  do  it  in  my  Na¬ 
tive,  than  in  the  Latin  Tongue  ? 

Before  I  proceed  directly  to  anfwer  the  former  Que¬ 
ries,  I  crave  the  Candid  Reader’s  Patience,while  I  take 
the  Liberty  to  aflure  him,  That  many  of  thofe  In¬ 
ducements,  which  may  have  had  Force  enough  to  per- 
fwade  others,  to  become  Authors  had  not  the  lead 
fharein  Influencing  me,  to  take  Pen  in  hand.  But  that 
I  may  not  leave  him  at  a  lofs,  to  guefs  what  Inducement 
I  mean  :  Ldo  here  protefi:  with  all  the  Solemnity  and 
Sincerity  pofhble.  That  it  was  no  Spirit  of  Contra - 
dieiion-. No  Intentionof  Maltcioufly  Bgflcfti?ig  upon  any 5 
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No  Itch  of  Writing  (  for  which  I  know,  too  well, 
my  (elf  not  fitly  qualified  )  No  Defign  of  raifing 
to  my  (elf  a  'Name  and  Reputation,  that  prevailed 
with  me  at  firft  to  entertain  thoughts,  of  quitting 
that  undifturbed  Privacy ,  which  is  but  too  agreeable 
with  my  Natural  Temper,  thus  to  appear  in  Pub- 
lick. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  briefly  to  prevent  the 
Sufpition  of  any  Bye-end,  in  this  my  following  At¬ 
tempt,  I  (hall  proceed  to  give  the  utmoft  Satisfacti¬ 
on  1  can,  as  to  the  R sal  Motives  both  Occafional  and 
Final ,  ( if  1  may  be  permitted  to  ufe  thole  Epithets) 
which  did  actually  induce  me,  to  break  through  my 
inbred  ReluEtancy  again  ft  expofing  my  (elf  to  the 
Centure  of  the  World,  and  efpecially  in  an  A /fair, 
lor  the  intermeddling  with  which,  1  may,  kis  to  he 
feared, expect  more  Reproaches  than  Thanks. 

As  for  the  Occafional  Motif, \  I  mud  freely  own, 
That  it  was  the  general  ZJnf atisfaclerinefs  (  to  me 
at  lead  )  of  mod  of  thofe  Experiments ,  I  have  yet 
met  with,  made  ufe  of  for  difeovering  the  Im¬ 
mediate  Operations  of  Medicines  upon  the  Blood ,  and 
other  Fluids ,  in  Humane  Bodies:  But  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  that  Remarkable  one  of  the  truly  Ingenuous 
Mr.  Freind ,  exhibiting  the  Succefs  of  Injedting  two 
Ounces  of  a  drong  Deco&ion  of  the  Peruvian  Bar ^ 
jfltQ  the  jugular  of  a  Dog.  However  having  trea¬ 
ted  at  length  of  the(e  things,  in  the  Eflay  it  felf,  I 
(hah  lay  no  more  of  them  at  pre(ent,  than,  That 
they  put  me  upon  endeavouring  to  excogitate 
a  more  proper  Method,  for  fully  (atisfying  our  but 
necefiary  Curiofity ,  in  this  particular,  vi^.  the  Mo¬ 
dus  Qperandi  upon  Humane  Blood  of  Remedies  inter¬ 
nally  adminiftred,  the  Refult  of  the/e  firft  Tlioughts  \ 

was 
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was  the  Method  by  me  hereafter  propofed  •  which  if 
Partiality  to  my  own  Sentiment,,  do  nor  lead  ,„e 
into  I  notorious  Error,  is  not  liable  tothofe  Grand  Ob¬ 
jections  of  Impropriety  of  Subjects,  and  unfair  roars 
ot  makjng  Expedients  the  other  Methods,  generally 
uleo,  are  lo  apparently  Obnoxious  to.  '  * 

This 1  muft  adenowiedge  was  the  utmoft  Extent 
of  my  fii  ft  Defign  :  But  when  I  came  to  review  my 
mil  rougn  Draught,  I  began  further  to  confider, 
Ihat  tho.e  Alterations,  which  were  wrought  by 
Medicines,  in  Morbid  Humane  Bloods,  whether  for 
the  better  or  the  worfe,  mull  be  the  Effects  of  feme 
Real  (I  had  almoft  Paid  fenfible)  and  not  Imagi- 
nary  Operations,  of  the  faid  Medicines  in  Altering 

7  t-m-  mo.ftNobleF/aW-  That  is  where 
or  toe  Exhibition  ot  any  Remedies, any  kinds  of  Di- 

kempers  were  fenfibly  abated,  thofe  Efiefts  muft  of 

neceitity  be  produced,  either  by  Correcting,  or  dif- 

chargmg  thole  Vices  in  the  Blood,  which  were  the 

Griginal_  Games  ol  thofe  Indifpofitions  under  Cure  - 

And  on  the  Contrary  where,  in  like  Diftempers,  after 

he  Exhibition  oi  other  Remedies,  the  faid  Indifpofitions 

l  lb  y  hagntnened,  thofe  Exacerbations  muft 

.1  ewi  e,  neceffaiiiy  at  lead  for  the  moft  part,  pro¬ 
ceed  either  from  the  Remedies  Increafing  the  De¬ 
grees  of  thofe  Morbid  Dyfcrafies,  already  Predomi- 
nant  m  tie  Btood,  or  cife  from  their  fuperinducinc 
new  Hers  into  it.  And  if  thole  EffeSh,  for  either 
good  or  bad  do  conftantly  fucceed  the  ufe  of  thofe 
different  Medicines,  in  like  Cafes,  the  truth  of  this 
way  of  arguing  muft  of  Confequen.ee  be  the  more 

fc!T  f',nrThC  llke  may  wkh  equal  force  be  af- 
f  r  ,°  !^ere’Jt  Methods  and  Proce(fcs9  as  well  as 
*.  mgje  Remedies,  Thefe  Confidcrations  ferioufly; 
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and  duly  weighed,  naturally  and  filencly  led  me  in¬ 
to  an  Apprehenfion,  That  a  Nice  and  Dextrous  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  Method,  might  prove  of  great  life, 
towards  the  Alcertaining,  path  either  doubt  or  dif- 
pute,  the  true  Caules  of  Diftempers ;  at  leaft  of 
thole  which  proceed  from  Vicious  Bloods .  Which 
Knowledge  of  the  Caufes,  by  pointing  to  the  mod 
proper  Methods  and  Remedies  for  the  Speedy 
and  efiedfual  removing  the  laid  Caules,  would  di¬ 
rectly  ,  as  it  were ,  and  without  any  Meanders , 
lead  us  to  the  moif  fafe,  as  well  as.moft  Ef¬ 
ficacious  and  Expeditious  Cures,  of  the  Diftempers 
themlelves,  But  of  this  I  have  Ipoken  more  at  large 
in  the  EJfay  it  felf,  among  the  Advantage*)  that  may 
bejuftly  expected  from  a  Strict  and  vigorous  Pro- 
fecution,  of  this  or  lome  fueh  like  Method,  and 
therefore  fhall  dwell  no  longer  upon  it  in  this 
Place. 

And  what  was  yet  lomething  of  a  further  Induce¬ 
ment  to  me,  thus  to  endeavour,  to  incite  the  Ingeni¬ 
ous  to  profecute  their  Enquiries,  into  the  Natures  of 
Difeafes ,  and  the  Operations  of  Medicines ,  in  this  or 
fome  better  Method ,  was  an  Apprehenfton  long  ftnee 
imbibed  by  me  (  whether  true  or  falfe,  Time  and 
further  Experience ,  mull,  or  at  leaft  may  (hew ) 
That  in  forming  our  Notions  of  Dileales  :  and  in 
Regulating  our  PraCfice  in  the  Cure  of  them  ,  we 
have  hitherto  indulged  too  much  to  Conjectures ,  which 
have  had  no  (olid  Foundation,  being  for  the  moft  part 
built  upon  pure  Fancy  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  pretence  of  following  tfte  Didfates 
of  right  Realon,  by  Philolophizing,  we  have  gene¬ 
rally  too  much,  not  to  lay  wholly,  negledfed  the 
AiLftances  we  might  have  received,  if  we  would,  from 
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our  Trufty  Senfes,  even  to  have  reafbned  more  truly, 
or  at  lead  to  have  avoided  feme,  it  may  be  fatal 
Errors. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  brief,  but  true,  Account  of 
the  Occafional  Motives ,  which  prevailed  with  me  to 
let  about  the  framing  the  enluing  Method :  together 
with  the  Steps  I  proceeded  in. 

And  now  as  to  the  Final  Motif,  I  can  fincerely 
profels,  That  I  have  no  other  Aim  in  the  publilhing 
thefublequent  Ejfay,  than  an  earned  Defire,  and  an 
unfeigned  Defign,  to  be  lerviceable,  as  much  as  in 
me  lies,  to  the  Common  Good  of  Mankind .  This,  vj\. 
the  doing  Good  to  the  Public every  individual  Man 
ought  ( and  every  Honed  and  Confcientious  Man 
will  )  primarily  in  all  his  Defigns,  fmcerely  to  aim 
at,  and  in  all  his  A&ions  drenuoufiy  to  endeavour 
after.  This  in  reality  he  ought  to  prefer,  before  his 
own  private  Reputation,  nay,  and  Advantages  too, 
if  the  Profecution  of  his  own  particular  Affairs,  and 
the  Weal-publick,  are  inconfiftent  to,  or  do  unfor¬ 
tunately  interfere  with  each  other  :  From  this  Indifc 
penfible  Obligation  no  Perfon,  of  what  Degree,  Qua¬ 
lity,  or  Circumdances  loever,  canjudly  pretend  an 
Exemption. 

This  very  Consideration,  and  this  only,  has  em¬ 
boldened  me,  as  inconfiderable  as  I  am,  to  call  my 
poor  Mite  into  the  Publick  Treafury.  More  would 
I  gladly  Offer,  were  1  poffeft  of  greater  Riches  : 
And  therefore  1  hope  that  this  will  not  be  unkindly  re¬ 
ceived,  fince,  I  am  lure,  ?tis  honeftly  defigned.  At 
lead:  I  flatter  my  (elf,  That  my  flncere  Intentions, 
of  promoting  the  Publicly  Good ,  may  effedfually  plead 
for  a  favourable  Entertainment  of  what  I  have  writ¬ 
ten,  among  the  candidly  Ingenious  j  although  my 

endea- 
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endeavours  fhould  not  in  drift  Juftice  deferve  Com¬ 
mendation  and  Approbation. 

I  know  it  will  look  too  like  Vanity  (  and  yet  I 
can  fcarce  forbear  it )  to  fancy,  that  the  following 
Method,  if  ftri&ly  perfifted  in,  may,  in  procefs  of 
time,  be  of  fbme  Service  to  the  ProfefTors,  and 
Pra£lifers  of  Phyfick }  in  affording  them,  as  I  have 
already  hinted,  clear,  and  therefore  more  iatisfa£tory 
Ideas  of  the  Natures  of  Difeafes ,  efpecially  of  thofe 
which  owe  their.  Origins  to  Vicious  Bloods :  and  in  fur- 
nifhing  them  with  more  certain,  and  perhaps  more 
Expeditious  ways  of  Curing  the  laid  Difeafes,  than 
any  other  Syllem  of  Medicine  yet  received :  and  all 
this  by  afeertaining,  at  once  both  to  our  Reafon  and 
Senfes,  their  diftindf  and  proper  Provinces,  and 
thereby  not  only  keeping  them  from  incroaching  up¬ 
on  each  others  Jurifdidlions,  but  alfo  by  rendering 
them  truly  ferviceable  and  affiftant  to  each  other! 
And  if  this  fhall  be  the  Succels  oi  my  Endeavours, 
as  I  flatter  my  felf  it  may,  I  fhould  think  my  felf 
guilty  of  an  unpardonable  Crime,  fhould  I  be  in¬ 
duced,  by  the  Apprehenfion  of  any  Inconvenience 
or  Difrepure,  likely  to  accrue  to  my  felf,  by  Com¬ 
municating  my  thoughts,  to  conceal  from  the  World 
what  may  tend  to  the  General  Advantage.  How¬ 
ever,  fhould  the  meannefs  of  my  fubfequent  Perform* 
ance,  render  my  Expectations  as  to  the  particularsjult 
mentioned,,  abortive,  yet  if  they  fhall  prove  fo  hap- 
jpy,  as  to  incite  others,  that  are  better  qualified  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  to  think  freely,  and  thereby 
give  them  an  Opportunity,  of  propofing  a  more 
unexceptionable  Method ,  of  making  our  Senfes  a  £ 
fiftants,  not  to  fay  Diredtors,  to  our  Reafon,  in  the 
Inveftigating  both  the  T rut  Caufes  of  Difeafes ,  and 
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die  Genuine  Operations  of  Remedies,  in  the  Cure  of 
i hem  s  fhould  this  I  fay  be  the  (ole  Effect,  of  ail  the 
pains  I  have  herein  taken,  I  fhotild  no  ways  think 
my  time  mifpent,  though  withal  this  Effay  of  mine 
fhould  be  condemned  to  the  vileft  ufes ;  and  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  it  doom’d  to  continue  in  as  filent,  and  uneq- 
vied  an  Obfcurity,  for  the  Remainder  of  bis  days, 
as  he  has  hitherto  been  buried  in.  Nay,  fa  far  fiiall 
I  be  from  repining  at  fuch  an  Ufage,  which  others 
might  perhaps  efteem  a  Misfortune,  fhould  I  have 
the  Happinels  to  fee  it  attended  by,  fa  defirable  a 
Coniequent,  that  none  fhouid  more  heartily  rejoyce, 
at  the  more  fortunate  Endeavours  of  any  other,  for 
the  attaining  fa  Noble,  Beneficial  and  Definable  an 
End  ;  and  none  fhould  more  fincerely  Congratulate 
the  Succefs  of  them  2  So  far  am  I  from  courting  Po¬ 
pular  Applaufe,  and  from  making  my  own  Reputa® 
tion  the  ultimate  end  of  any  of  my  Adtions. 

the  facond  feuery9  Why,  I  chofe  to  fend 
theie  following  thoughts  into  the  World, in  my  Na¬ 
tive,  rather  than  in  the  Latin  Tongue.  I  hope  none 
will  be  fq  Ill-natured,  nor  fa  Unjuft,  as  to  fafpedl:, 

(  which  fufpicion  would  be  groundlefs )  that  it  was 
becaufe  I  could  not  have  done  it  in  the  Latter.  But 
if  any  fhall  think  fit  to  ailign  for  me,  as  one  Rea** 
ion ,  That  me  enfuing  crude  Notions  did  not  deferve 
the  Honour  of  a  fyman  Drefs  ;  for  peace  and  quiet- 
nefs  fake,  rather  than  have  a  quarrel  with  any  Man 
for  fa  infignificant  a  Matter,  I  am  content  to  yield 
him  that  point,  and  to  let  it  pafs  for  one  Reafbn, 
and  that  a  good  one  too :  as  being  truly  fenfible,  that 
the  Meannefs  of  my  Performance  is  too  vifible,  to 
make  me  defirous  of  having  it  feen  in 'a  Foreign 
Country,  Though  this  I  muff  add.,  That  I  am  not 

alto® 
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altogether  without  hopes,  That  Tome  Perfon  or  o~ 
liber  of  much  greater  Abilities,  may  in  time  either 
improve  the  Notion  by  me  excogitated ,  and  here 
publiftied  to  the  World,  or  from  it  take  fome  hint  of 
Communicating  to  the  Learned,  and  in  the  Learned 
Language  too,fomething  of  this  kind  worthy, not  only 
their  favourable  Acceptance,  but  alio  their  hearty 
encouragement.  And  then  it  will  be  fufficient  for 
me  and  fully  fatisfie  the  utmoft  of  my  Ambition  to 
be  able  to  fay, 

Voluijfe  fat  eft . 

A  Second  and  better  Reafon  for  my  doing  this  in 
Englifh *  was  a  defire  and  defign  of  imitating  thereby 
the  Belt  and  pureft  Ages  of  Phyfick^  when  it  was 
neither  affraid  nor  alhamed  of  expohng  it  le!f,  and 
its  Beauties,  to  the  View  of  all  Beholders.  The  An¬ 
cients  and  their  Succeffors,  for  many  fubfequent  A- 
ges,  'tis  certain  (  after  Medicine  was  refcued  from  its 
Egyptian  Bondage,  under  the  Tyranny  of  their  Priefis ; 
who  concealed  it,  as  well  as  all  other  parts  of  Learn* 
ing,  among  their  Myfteries,  to  which  the  Ignorant 
and  prophane  Vulgar  were  denied  Accefs)  did  not 
Scruple,  the  publifhing  in  the  Languages  of  their 
leveral  Countries,  what  they  thought  might  deferve 
she  Notice  of  the  mod  Learned :  and  were  not  afraid 
as  we  now  leem  to  be,  of  rendering  thereby  the  com¬ 
mon  People  too  knowing,  or  too  Pragmatical.  And  this 
Cuftom  of  treating  of  all  forts  of  Learning,  in  their 
Mother  Tongue,  is  revived  again  in  a  Neighbouring 
Nation,  Famous  for  the  Encouragement  it  gives,  aux 
belles  Lettrcs ,  as  well  as  for  its  Conquefts  (  how 
juflrly  made  the  W orld  knows )  upon  its  Borderers, 
There  the  Beaux  Efprits ,  do  not  think  it  a  Difparage- 
ment  to  them,  in  Lingua  V ? macula  to  communicate 
the  Nobkil  of  their  Thoughts.  Kay  5  fo  much  do 
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they  feem  bent  upon  the  Improvement  of  the  Intel- 
Icctual  Faculties  of  their  Natives,  that  their  is  fcarce 
any  Celebrated  Piece  of  Antiquity  but  what  may  be 
round  tranflaced,  and  perhaps  Illuftrated,  in  their 
own  Language,  by  forne  able  hand. 

But  why  fhould  I  betake  my  fclf  to  a  Foreign 
Country,  for  mftances  of  Per/bns,  of  undoubted  Li- 
terature,.  who  have  thought  it  no  faulc  to  do  the 
fame  thing  ;  when,  even  in  this  our  own  Nation 
many  of  the  mod  Ingenious  have  not  difdain’d  to 
handle  even  the  mod  Abdrufe  Notions,  both  in  Me- 
Acme  and  Philofophy,  as  well  as  Divinity  in  ErMith 
This  ss  matter  of  Fa  &  pad  denial,  and  may  judlv 
excufe  me  for  treading  in  their  Steps  :  And  the 
Humor  too  of  Tranflating,  whatfoever  is  confidera- 
fale  in  other  Languages  into  our  own ,  is  now  fo 
prevalent,  that  there  fcarce  peeps  abroad  a  piece 
worth  reading,  in  any  other  Tongue  but  immedi¬ 
ately  ic  accods  us  in  our  own  :  though  many  times 
(  the  more  the  pityj  fo  abominably  Copied,  that  one 
would  almod  be  tempted  to  fofpea-,  That  the  Tran- 
fiatton  was  made  with  no  other  o’efign,  than  to  Bur- 
ielque  and  Difgrace  the  Original,  were  it  not  too 
well  known,  that  mod  of  the  Bookfellers  that  are  at 
the  Charge  of  Tranflating  Books  imported  from 
oroad,  or  at  lead  pay  for  them  after  they  are  Tran- 
Gated,  value  a  Tranflation  more,  for  being-  chean 
than  well  done.  But  in  this  I  doubt  not,  but  th« 

Sl^YrT  g®fiffCheat  uP°n  themfclves,  as 

Hrltii  trs  i for,  wr  ^  4  fo  £ 

made  ThJ  dc thT  u  no  <iueft;on  to  be 
v  \  h  f  ,  ie  they  would  make,  by  the 

they  would  then  fell ,  would  more  7than 
C.,oaipsn(ate  the  Charges ,  they  were  at,  at  firft, 
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in  giving  fuch  Prices  to  their  Tranflators,  as  migltt 
encourage  Men,  fitly  qualified  for  fuch  a  Task,  wil- 
lingly  to  undertake  it ;  and  cheariully  to  go  through 
with  it. 

The  laft  Beafon  which  I  fhall  aflign,  for  ray  not 
writing  the  following  Eflay  in  j Latin,  and  which 
had  no  (mall  Influence  upon  me,  was  the  Confidera- 
lion  how  needful  it  would  be,  in  order  to  get  this 
Method  into  Pradlice,  to  remove,  out  of  the  minds 
of  them  who  were  to  be  the  Subjects  of  it,  all  man¬ 
ner  of  Prejudice  againft  the  permitting  it  to  be  ex- 
erciied  upon  them  :  and  to  work  them,  as  much  as 
may  be,  into  a  ready  Compliance  with  our  defires. 
This  I  hope  may  be  more  eafily  obtain’d,  by  lay¬ 
ing  before  them  in  a  Language  they  are  abfolute  Ma¬ 
tters  of,  the  Rationality  and  Ulefulnefs  of  fuch  a  Pro¬ 
cedure,  together  with  the  Safety  of  it,  and  by  fully 
anfwering  the  only  Grand  Objection ,  which  can  be 
railed  by  them,  againft  it,  The  umeafon#blenefs 
that  they  Jhould  be  put  to  unnecejjary  Charges  for  our 
Satisfaction. 


If  any  (hall  further  demand  the  J{eafott9  of  my 
premifing  fo  many  Caufes ,  of  the  Non-Improvement 
of  PhyJickj  efpecially  fince  fome  of  them  appear  whol¬ 
ly  Foreign  to  the  following  Defign.  1  anlwer  that 
many  of  them  were  ablolutely  neceflary,  and  that 
it  would  have  look'd  very  odd*  to  have  proceeded 
abruptly  to  the  Method  it  felf,  without  informing 
the  Reader,  what  thofe  Remoras  were,  which  have 
fo  long  prevented  Medicine,  from  attaining  its  full 
Glory,  ulefulnels  and  certainty ;  and  which  rendered 
fome  litch  Method  as  this  very  deferable.  And  as  to  thole 
which  leem  to  have  the  leaft  Tendency,  towards  the 
Recommending  the  following  Method ,  1  could  not 
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\veii  pals  them  over  in  Silence,  when  1  was  engaged 

Witt  1  °S?P  *«  migkK 

I.  f  7  *  confiderably  advancing  the  Renuta- 

ion  of  that  Noble  Faculty  •  that  thereby  I  mioht  in- 
cite  others  hkewife  to  lend  their  helping  bands  to 
fnnfit  what  I  have  but  imperfectly  begun,  by  IX 

.ftbernObft?ir  metv,fouCaiinS°UC  A  way  thole 
,  r  Which  that  they  may  effe&ualW 

do,  my  fincere  Wifhes,  and  Hearfy  pLers  2 

never  be  wanting.  J  Y  ’  ■ *u 

It  may  be  perhaps  expected,  that  I  (hould  ft* 
omething  either  in  Vindication  of,  or  in  Excufr 
tor,  my  ftile.  If  any  fhall  find  fault  with  the  Un- 
correanefs  of  ,r,  and  the  Length  of  feme,  if  nl 
)'^r  of  m y  Penods,  1  rnuft,  and  do,  freely  owo 
hat  1  never  did  pretend  to  be  a  M after  of  Lamuan 

to  the'u'n  M  df-f  ^aS  t0  ProPofe 
deradon  Uh  7  ’•  7  ^  ferious  Coni 

e  ,’f  r  Sh'  m;sht,tend  to  the  lavement  of 
.£  p  .  Cur™S’,  rarher  dian  to  aim  at  the  Tickling 
^hc  Fancies  of  the  Readers  Kv  «  n  /•  j  4? 
contrived  it  '  T  . ’  ,V  a  Po/lte  and  well 
onn.vtu  harangue.  I  have  endeavoured  all  along  to 

^ender  my  /eif  as  Intelligible  as  might  be  :  If]  |vr 
afluahy  faned  of  that,  l  (hall  be  heartily  lorry  h- 
,d  ’  Dut  It,1,  have  not.  I  (hall  reft  fully  fatisfyed 
t"e  "°t  t.roubf  m-v  fe!f  “bout  the  garnift,  it  bring 

vl  aSrVe  f  T  1  h3VC’  UP°°  —fi  J 

th  s°Wma7be°Wnff  **  ™  «*  *  ^  however! 

ST  *'■*  »f  *  <*ZX2m 

continued  and  clofe  Apnl  cu io i  T’  7^7 ^ 
rim/»  „vt  r  ^PP1  teat  ton  to  it,  as  I  could  ow 

Sice  and  7  7  ‘^f7  Attendailce  upon  my 
-  ace,  and  studies,  or  from  the  almoft  infupera- 

ble 
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ble  Averfion  I  lmvc  to  the  taking  a  Pen  into  my 
hand.  In  fhort  if  any,  that  are  better  qualified  tor 
tuch  an  undertaking  (  and  few  there  are,  I  am  very 
fenfible,  that  are  wortej  (hall  think  the  Notion,  or 
Notions,  by  me  fuggefted,  do  deferve  any  Incou- 
vagement,  1  thall  heartily  thank  tnem,  thou  d  t  aey 
either  Improve  it,  or  put  it  into  a  more  pleating 
Drels.  And  as  to  thofe,  who  (hall  be  of  a  different 
Opinion,  I  (hall  only  earneftly  defire  them  to  propo  e 
better  of  their  own,  which  whenever  they  (hall  think 
(it,  for  the  Publick  Good,  to  publifh,  I  do  (aithru  y 
promlfe  them,  that  partiality  for  my  own  private 
Sentiments  (hall  be  totally  laid  afide,  and  theirs  (hall 
not  fail  to  meet  with,  from  me,  the  Reception  due 
to  their  jufl  Merit*  And  in  the  mean  time  1 
both  the  one  fort,  and  the  other,  ot  thele  Per  tons 
heartily  Faretcel,  and  hope  that  in  Requital  t  tcywi 
at  lead  wi(h  me,  and  my  prefent  Endeavours,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Common,  though  well  meant  Expreliion, 

Good  Luck. 
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Attempting  a  more  Certain  and  Sa¬ 
tis  faBory  Diftovery  of  both  the 
True  Caujes  of  all  IDifeafes  proceed¬ 
ing  ftom  I  i cious  Bloods ^  and  the 
Genuine  Operations  of  all  Remedies 
ufed  Internally  in  their  Cures :  To 
which,  by  way  of  Introduction, 
are  premiied  fome  Free  Thoughts 
Why  the  Praffke  of  PhyJFck  is  hi! 
therto  arrived  at  no  greater  a  de¬ 
gree  ot  Certainty. 


1 0  waft  time  to  prove  that  Health 

%  0lhe  °j  the  Greateft,  if  not  a- 
ctually  the  very  Chiefeft  ofTem- 

as  nnnp  m°ra  Bleffin^  maF  feem  almoft 
-  unneceftary,  not  to  fay  ridiculous,  as  to 

G  en- 
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endeavour  to  demondrate  that  the  Sun  fhines 
at  Noon  day  ;  fince  it  is  an  Axiom  granted 
without  the  lead  Hefitation,  by  theUniver- 
fality  of  Mankind.  So  high,  andfojuffa 
V alue  have  all  Men  for  it,  that  there  are 
fcarce  any  in  the  World  (thofe  only  excep¬ 
ted,  who  look  upon  their  own  Conditions 
as  pad  Recovery  ;  or  thofe  who  are  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  falfe  Notions,  that  Phyficians 
and  Phyfick  are  ufelefs  and  infignificant ; 
or  ladly,  thofe  the  unhappy  fqueamifhnefs 
of  whofe  Stomachs,  renders  them  almod  in¬ 
capable  of  taking  Medicines ;)  who  are  not 
in  prefiing  and  urgent  Indifpofitions,  very 
earned  for  the  Phyficians  Affidance.  Nay, 
fo  far  does  the  infatiable  defire  of  Health, 
without  which,  at  lead  in  fome  tolerable 
degree,  Life  it  felf  would  be  burdenfome, 
carry  abundance  of  Perfons  beyond  the 
bounds  of  Difcretion;  that  they  will  not 
only  lend  alidening  Ear  to,  but  alfo  greedily 
follow  the  Dictates  of  any,  tho’  never  fo  ig¬ 
norant  and  unskilful  in  that  Affair,  efpeci- 
ally  if  thofe  Dictates  are  delivered  with  an 
Air  of  Confidence,  and  with  large,  though 
too  too  often  ill  grounded,  promifes  of  Sue- 
cefs. 

What  Remedy  is  there  fo  Naufeous, 
which  thofe  who  are  fenfible  that  their 
Health  is  endangered,  will  not  willingly 

fwallow  ? 
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fwallow?  What  Courfe  is  there  fo  Tedious-, 
which  they  will  not  pertina< 'oufly  perlift 
in  ?  What  Labour  is  there  fo  tirejome  •  ich 
they  would  not  gladly  undergo  in  >fder  to 
recover  a  found  dare  of  Body  when  loll  d 
to  fupport  it  when  but  tottering  ? 

If  therefore  the  value  which  Men  have 
univerfally  put  upon  Health,  be  not  extra¬ 
vagant  ;  it  mull  by  a  juft  Confequence  fol¬ 
low, that  it  is  at  lead  not  blame-worthy, with 
the  mod  unwearied  Induftry,  to  endeavour 
the  finding  out  the  mod  effectual,  the  mod 
fafe,and  the  modfpeedy  ways,  for  the  refeu- 
ing  it  out  of  the  Power, and  ior  the  fecuring  it 
from  the  Infults  of  all  its  Enemies;  tho’  in 
the  Profecution  of  thefe  Enquiries,  a  Perfon 
fhould  deviate  from  the  common  Road,  and 
tread  unbeaten  Paths. 

Thefe  are  the  Ends  that  the  Sick  propofe 
to  themfelves,  and  fo  earnedly  covet,  that 
they  commit  themfelves  almod  blindfold  to 
the  Managements  of  their  Phyficians,  and 
implicitly  for  the  mod  part  obey  their  Com¬ 
mands.  Thefe  are  the  Ends,  that  the  La¬ 
bours  and  the  Studies  of  all  Honed  and  Con- 
feientious  Phydciansj  in  all  Ages,  have  been 
aim’d  at.  Thefe  are  the  Ends,  that  their 
filly  Apes,  the  ignorant,  tho’  daring  Quacks, 
(for  I  will  not  Honour  them  with  the  De¬ 
nomination  of  Empiricks)  lb  confidently, 

C  z  and 
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and  fo  vainly  pretend  to.  And  therefore,  by 
the  jont  Confent  of  all  Parties,  it  muft  be 
granted,  that  fcarce  any  thing  can  be  more 
defirabte  than  truly  to  ftate  the  Caufes  of  all 
Difeafts ;  and  indubitably  to  afcertain,  if  it 
be  poffible,  the  Genuine  Operations  of  all  Re¬ 
medies  in  the  Cures  of  them. 

When  indeed  I  refleft  upon  the  length  of 
rime,  fince  Medicine  firft  made  a  Figure  in 
the  World;  and  in  the  next  place  ferioufly 
coniider  the  ufefuinefs  of  it,  when  rightly 
managed*  to  the  rendring  the  Lives  of  Men 
Com  fort  able,  and  the  neceflity  of  it  to  the 
prolonging  their  days,  (Ufefuinefs  and  Ne- 
ceffity,  in  all  other  Cafes,  being  two  fuch 
Powerful  Motives  to  Xnduftry  and  Ingenui¬ 
ty)  to  which  we  may  add  the  large  and  fo- 
lid  Foundations  laid  by  the  Great  Hippocra¬ 
tes  ,  and  his  immediate  Defendants  ;  I  fay, 
confidering  the  Ufefuinefs  and  Neceffity  of 
fuch  Enquiries ;  the  Opportunities,  the  In- 
courageraents,  and  the  A fli fiances  we  have 
had  for  the  Making  them ;  it  may  well  feem 
a  wonder  to  a  thinking  Man,  that  the  A Ma¬ 
tures  and  true  Caufes  of  Difiempers ,  and  the 
ffloft  Effectual  Means  for  the  Removing  them, 
Ihould,  after  fo  long  a  time,  beftillfo  great 
a  Secret.  One  would  have  been  apt  rather, 
on  the  other  hand, to  have  flatter’d  ones  felf, 
that  long  e’re  this,  the  endeavours  of  our 

An- 
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Anceftors  would  have  rendered  the  Know- 
Jedge  both  of  the  one  and  the  other  fc 
plain  and  certain,  that  nothing  fhould  have 
been  left  for  us,  their  Happy  Succeffors,  to 
do,  but  to  reap  the  plentiful  Harveft,  and 
to  enjoy  the  pleafant  Fruits  of  their  Labours: 
Unleis  Provident  Nature  fhould  now  and 
then  tract  up  fome  new  Difeafe,  for  us  to 
exercife  our  Talents  upon,  in  order  to  fe» 
cure  us  from  the  inconveniences  of  an  una- 
dive  Sloth  and  Idlenefs. 

Might  not  one,  with  a  great  deal  of  Rea* 
fon,  have  expefted,  that  the  A  n  of  Medicine 
mould  e’re  this,  have  arrived  at  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree  of  Perfection,  as  to  have  futnifh’d  thofe, 
whole  Office  it  is,  with  Force  and  Power 
fufhcient,  certainly  and  effectually  to  Con¬ 
quer  all  the  Affailants  of  Health ;  Ofd  Aee 
and  thofe  Affefts  only  accepted,  which  by 
their  fudden  and  undifcernable  Attacks,  do 
actually  deftroy  the  Vitals,  before  they  are 
difcovered  ?  But  alas,  the  Cafe  feems  far  o- 
therwife !  and  the  generality  of  People  com¬ 
plain,  and  perhaps  with  too  much  appear- 
ance  ofTruth,  That  the  Praftice  of  Phyfck, 
is  io  far  from  being  certain,  even  in  this  A^e, 
that  a  Queftion  may  be  juftly  put,  Whe- 
ther  the  Methods  of  Cure  in  ufe  arnonp  the 
Moderns,  notwithftanding  all  the  late  Dik 
covenes,  do  any  ways  furpafs,  nay,  equal 
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in  Succefs,  thofe  of  the  Ancients,  who  were 
deftitute  offuch  Affiftances? 

If  this  Charge  be  true,  as  i  doubt  us  pau 
denial,  I  hope  it  will  not  he  look’d  upon  as 
Milpence  of  Time,  to  recolleft  and  confider 
fome  of  thofe,  which  I  take  to  be  the  great 
Caules,  why  Medicine  has  in  fo  long  a 
Tra£k  of  Time  made  fo  fmall  a  Progrefs ;  at 
leaft  in  the  Pra£tick  Part  of  it.  T  hole  which 
I  fhall  at  prefent  mention  fin  the  £,numera- 
tion  of  which,  I  fhall  not  obferve  a  ftrift 
Method)  are  thefe  follow  ing. 

I.  f  he  firfi  I  fhall  aflign  is,  The  not  fuffi- 

cien'tly  After  mining  the  Dugnofticks  or  each 
Dili emper.  By  Dugnofticks,  I  mean  not  fo 
much  the  General  Hiftory  of  Difeafes,  and 
the  Concourfe  of  their  Symptoms,  as  the 
Particular  Specifications  of  thole  B  athognomo- 
rJcks,  by  the  ferious  Confideraticn  of  which, 
a  Phyfician  may  be  led,  to  the  truly  Difflm- 
gjftnm  a  Difeafe  from  any  other,  how  like 
foe  v  er  it  may  appear  to  it,  at  the  hr  ft  fuper- 
ficial  View.  Had  thefe  Pathognomomek  Dug- 
ytojiie!’ >.  as  we  may  call  them, been  accurate* 
ly  delivered,  and  were  they  as  carefully  at¬ 
tended  to,  I  cannot  but  imagin,  that  the 
Sentiments  ol  i  hyficians  would  have  been 
more  Unanimous,  about  the  fame  individu¬ 
al  Cafes,  than  now,  to  both  our  Grief  and 

■  Shame, 
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Shame,  we  fee  they  are;  and  thereby,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  all  occa lions  would  have 
been  cut  off  trom  Phyficians  of  clafhing  a- 
bout  the  Names  of  the  very  fame  Affect,  to 
theexpofing  their  own  Perlons,  and  perhaps 
the  whole  Faculty ,  to  the  Contempt  of  the 
V Agar.  Befides,  by  being  fully  fatisfied  what 
Diftempers  really  were,  and  what  they  were 
not,  our  Methods  of  Cure  would  be  more 
fteady,  and  not  fo  fluctuating,  as  frequent¬ 
ly  they  are, 

I  appeal  to  common  Experience,  for  want 
of  d  ue  Attention  to  thefe  P athognomonicks , 
How  eafily  may  a  Nephritis  and  a  C 'olica,  a 
Fluor  Alhm  and  a  Gonorrhoea ,  be  confounded  ? 
And  how  often  have  I  my  felf  feen  a  bare 
Ch  lor  offs  miftaken,and  fometimes  fatally  too, 
for  a  true  Phthiffs  ?  And  if,  by  reafon  of  the 
like  Miftakes,  the  defign’d  Cure  be  taken  in 
a  wrong  Method,  how  dangerous,  not  to 
fay  pernicious,  may  the  Confequence  be,  I 
leave  any  thinking  Perfon  to  conjecture. 

I  cannot  difljiifs  this  Confideration  with¬ 
out  bewailing  ( Oh  !  that  I  could  do  itfuffi- 
ciently)  the  ineftimable  lofs  which  the  Me* 
died  World  fuftain’d,  in  the  Death  of  that 
Ornament  of  our  Country,  and  his  Age,  the 
never  enough  to  be  Celebrated,  Dr.  Syden¬ 
ham  ^  a  Perfon  of  fuch  unwearied  Diligence 
inObfer ving ;  fuch  ready  Sagacity  in  Difcern- 
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ing  ;  fuch  nice  Accuracy  in  Defcribing ;  and 
fuch  happy  Skill  in  Curing  Difeafes ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  fuch  undi(fembledCandor,in  frank¬ 
ly  imparting  to  the  World  his  Difcoveries ; 
that  no  Age,  no  Nation  can  boaft  his  Equal? 
much  lefs  his  Superior,  fince  the  Great  Hip¬ 
pocrates.  Were  all  Phyficians  as  duly 
Qualified,  and  would  they  as  indefatigably 
tread  in  his  fteps,  in  a  very  few  Ages  Phyfick 
might  hope  to  be  exalted  to  its  utmoft  pof- 
fible  Perfedtion*  More  I  might  fay  in  the 
Praifes  of  this  our  Englijh  Hippocrates ,  with¬ 
out  approaching  the  Borders  of  Flattery,  or 
exceeding  the  ftri£t  Limits  of  Truth  :  And 
lefs  if  I  fhould  have  faid,  1  had  juftly  defer- 
ved  to  beftigmatiz’d  with  the  mo  ft  Odious 
brand  of  Ingratitude ;  fince  ’tis  to  him  I  owe 
(which  I  am  not  afhamM  thus  publickly  to 
acknowledge  toall  the  World)  that  little  in? 
fight  I  have  in  Medicine ,  having  had  the 
Honour  and  Happinefs,  of  a  free  Converfe 
with,  and  of  receiving  Inftruflions  Viva 
Voce  from  him  ;  as  alfo  of  feeing  his  never 
fulBciently  to  be  admired,  becaufe  moft 
fuccefsful  Practice,  even  in  the  moft  diffi¬ 
cult  Cafes. 


II.  A  fecond  Caufe  may  be  attributed  to 
Want  of  due  Faith julnefs ,  and  Want  of  due 
~  ution «  in  many,  if  not  moft,  of  thofe 

’  Phy~ 


f  4*  ) 

Phyficians,  who  have  communicated  to  the 
World  their  Succefsful  Cures.  Want  of  due 
Faithfulnefs ,  in  fometimes  concealing  things 
material,  and  in  fometimes  garnilhing  their 
Obfervations  with  things  not  necelTary,  if 
true,  and  this  it  may  be  out  of  Vanity,  for 
I  will  not  be  fo  fevere  and  uncharitable,  as 
to  fufpeft  that  they  malicioufly  defign’d  to 
impofe  upon  their  too  credulous  Followers, 
and  thereby  to  lead  them  into  Errors.  Want 
of  due  caution  in  fettling  Methods ;  and  in  re¬ 
commending  Medicines ,  upon  too  few,  nay, 
perhaps  fometimes  fingle  Experiments.  How 
eafily  may  thefe  juft-mentioned  Deficiencies 
lead  into  an  Erroneous  Pra&ice,  thofe  who 
are  more  led  by  Authorities  and  Examples, 
than  by  Reafon  and  folid  Experience,  to  the 
perhaps  irretrievable  damage  of  their  Pati¬ 
ents,  and  to  their  own  Aftonifhments ;  whoit 
may  be,  before  tryal,  made  themfelves  Cock- 
fureol  another  kind  of  Succefs  ?  Whereas, 
were  the  Accounts  of  all  Medical  Cafes’ 
communicated,  and  exa&ly  defcribed  ;  i.  e. 
Were  all  the  Hiflories  of  the  Difeajes  Accu¬ 
rately,  Graphically,  and  without  difguife 
delineated  ;  together  with  the  daily  Alter  a- 
tions  of  the  Phenomena  ;  and  the  Methods  of 
Cure,  from  the  beginnings  to  the  ends.  Im¬ 
partially  fet  down ,  a  Perfon  of  tolerable 
Parts,  and  moderately  vers’d  in  PraHice, 

might 
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might  be  capacitated,  by  comparing  with 
Care,  things  together,  to  make  ufe  of  his 
own  Reafon,  in  judging  whether  the  Suc- 
cefs  were  aftually  due  to  the  Procejs,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  the  ftrength  of  Nature,  or  feme  other 
Accident:  Which  I  am  apt  to  fanfie  have 
fometimes  a  far  greater  (hare  in  our  Happy 
Succeffes,  than  we  dream  of,  or  are  willing 
to  own.  Were  we  truly  inform’d  how  ot- 
ten  my  Medicine  or  Method  had  been  Experi¬ 
mented,  before  it  had  been  Recommended, 
we  fhould  not  be  fo  much  at  a  lofs  to  deter¬ 
mine,  which  of  either  fort  were  fit  to  be 
relied  on,  and  which  not.  Were  thefe  things, 
I  fay,  truly  Rated,  and  duly  weighed,  we 
might  hope  with  more  Eafe  to  feparate  the 
Trafh  from  the  Ufeful,  in  our  Studies ;  and 
not  lofe  fo  much  time  to  no  purpofe,  as  we 
now  are  neceffitated  to  do.  A  fubfequent 
Mifchkvous  Inconvenience  may  be, that  young 
Praftifers,  finding  themfelves  often  egregi- 
oufly  difappointed  in  their  Expectations,  by 
too  much  relying  upon  the  Power  and  Force 
iol  Method >  and  Medicines  thus  unfaithfully 
or  incautiouily  Recommended,  may  create  in 
them  a  groundless  Diffidence  of  others,  more 
juftly  meriting  their  F  egard :  And  this  by  de¬ 
grees  may  beget  in  them  an  abloJute  Con» 
tempt  of  all  Medicinal  Obfervations,as  well 
Good  as  Bad;,  which  may  be  of  very  ill  Com 
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fequence,  by  leaving  moft  things  in  Phyfick 
in  the  utmoft  uncertainty  imaginable. 

III.  A  third  Caufe  of  the  fmall  Progrefs 
made  in  Phyfick,  I  take  to  be  the  Sparing- 
nefs  the  generality  of  Medical  Writers  have 
been  guilty  of,  in  Communicating  to  the 
World  their  own  Miftakes  and  Misfortunes , 
in  the  management  of  Difeafes.  Certainly 
the  next  to  the  {hewing  a  Traveller  the 
read ie ft,  fafeft,  and  beft  way,  nothing  could 
be  more  ferviceable  in  a  Direftor  and  Guide, 
than  to  caution  him  againft  fuch  Meanders, 
as  would  at  beft  retard  him  in  his  Journey ; 
and  to  give  him  fufficient  Notices  how  to 
diftinguifh  the  true  Road  from  fuch  By¬ 
ways  (Jiow  fair  foever  they  may  appear  to 
him )  as  may  lead  him  into  real  Danger,  if 

not  to  Deftrufrion. . 

'  But  here  it  may  perchance  be  urged,  that 
it  is  too  fevere  to  expect  fuch  a  procedure  : 
and  that  it  would  fcarce  have  anfwered  the 
end  propofed,  had  it  aflrually  been  obferv’d  ; 
becaufe  it  might  have  fo  far  lelfened  the  e- 
fteem  of  the  Candid  Authors,  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  too  ill- natur’d  World,  as  to  have  de- 
ftroy’d  their  Practice,  and  thereby  to  have 
rendered  them  incapable  of  making  any  Im¬ 
provements  in  Phyfick,  as  well  as  ol  fuftain- 
ing  themfelves  and  Families :  Befides,  they 
h  , ,  r .  ...  ...  leerr? 
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fen  Efficiently  to  have  provided  againft 
ill  Praftice,  by  the  Cautions  they  have  fo 
kindly  and  fo  carefully  left  us. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  Cautions,  faithful¬ 
ly,  and  without  any  manner  of  Byafs,  tranR 
mitted,  are  of  the  greateft  Ufe :  But  the  Diffi¬ 
culty,  as  things  now  ftand,  liesin truly  di- 
ftinguifhing  between  thofe  that  are  theRefuIt 
Experience, gamed  only  by  occur  ateObfervati- 
ms,and  thofe  that  are  foifted  upon  the  World, 
in  order  to  fupport  fome  Darling  Hypothe¬ 
cs  or  other ;  whereas  had  we  the  intire  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  Patients,  from  the  very  firft 
Intuits  of  their  Difeafes,  faithfully  record¬ 
ed,  together  with  an  exaft  Defcription  of 
the  Difeafes  themfelves,  Men  of  tolerable 
judgments  might  likewife  here  be  capaci¬ 
tated  to  Judge,  whether  the  III  Succefs  were 
the  Effeft  ot  miilaken  Practice,  or  the  E- 
normity  of  the  Diftemper  it  felf.  And  to 
obviate  the  former  part  of  the  Objection, 
the  following  Expedient  might  methinks 
have  been  found  out,  at  once  to  fecure 
the  living  Reputations  of  fuch  Candid, 
and  Beneficent  Writers,  from  the  Attacks 
of  the  Ignorant  and  Malicious  ;  and  alfo 
to  enrich  their  Pofterity  with  fuch  Trea¬ 
sures  of  ufeful  Cautious,  •viz,.  To  have  left 
them  as  Opera  P  oft  hum  a,  to  be  publifh’d  by 
their  Heirs  and  Executors,  for  the  Publick 

Good, 
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Good,  in  order  to  deter  their  Followers* 
from  approaching  too  near  thofe  Rocks 
and  Shelves ,  where  they  themfelves  had 
before-hand  unfortunately  Mifcarrkd* 

IV.  A  fourth  Cauje  of  the  fmall  Im  prove¬ 
ment  in  Pliyfick ,  I  think  may  mftly  fee 
imputed  to  the  [harmful  Dimensions  among 
Phyficians.  Were  thefe  Diffentions  kept 
up  only  in  the  Schools  ,  to  whet  their 
Ingenuities,  and  where  they  are  under 
a  kind  of  Obligation,  Jurandi  in  verba  Ma- 
giftri,  they  might  he  iookt  upon  as  excufa- 
ble  ;  though  even  there  the  Heats  that  thefe 
Difputes  are  managed  with,incline  the  difin- 
tereffed  Speftators  and  Auditors  tofufpeft, 
that  the  Combate  is  more  for  Glory,  than 
Truth;  as  perhaps  in  reality  it  generally 
is»  But  the  Unhappinefs  is,  that  thefe 
janglings  are  not  confined  to  the  Schools 
omy,  but  the  Students,  for  the  nioft  part, 
carry  with  them  the  lame  quarrelfome 
Femper ,  from  the  ‘Vniverjity ,  into  the 
World  and  when  they  come  to  practice/ 
t  jat  Noble  Art ,  are  as  bitter  one  a  gain  ft  ano- 
toeiy  as  if  they  had  ever  been  proTeft  E- 
nemies,  rather  than  Brethren  of  the  fame 
Faculty,  What  fhould  move  Gentlemen  who 
have  had  the  BlefTing  of  a  liberal  Educa- 
trnn,  and  lb  fhould  be  fuppofed  to  know 

better 
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better  tilings,  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  ungec* 
teel,  not  to  fay  unmanly  ,  Methoos,  as 
are  fcarce  excufable  among  For  ters ,  may 
feem  Strange,  and  I  can  afiign  but  two 
Reafons  for  it ;  which  though  not  good,  are 
the  beft  that  I  can  find  out,  after  the  mod 
ferious  Consideration.  The  firfi  an  Innate 
Pride ,  which  difdains,  that  any  ftiouid  be 
thought  to  know  fo  much,  or  to  be  fo 
wife  as  themfelves.  The  fecond,  A  bafe 
though  eager  Defire,  to  raife  their  own, 
though  it  be  by  the  Ruin  of  another  s  Re¬ 
putation.  T  hefe  two  are  often  powerful  e- 
nough,to  make  one  oppofewhat  another  has 
propofed,becaufe  he  had  not  the  Luck  firfi:  to 
give  it  as  his  Sentiment ;  and  perchance, 
for  the  fame  wife,  good  and  weighty  Rea- 
fon.  a  Third  fhall  oppofe  the  two  former. 
And  thus  the  old  Obfervation  is  too  often 
made  good  in  Phylick,  as  well  as  any  thing 
e]fe;  Quot  homines  tot  Sententi But  to 
confider  ferioufly,  and  to  argue  calmly  :  Is 
it  not  an  errant  Shame,  that  Men,  who 
pretend  to  the  fame  common  End,  fhould 
not  only  differ  fo  much  about  the  Means, 
but  alfo  manage  their  differences  in  Opini¬ 
on  f  if  in  truth  they  do  differ )  with  fo 
much  Heat  andClamour, with  fo  much  Ran¬ 
cour  and  Detraction,  and  fometimes  with 
luch  bafe  Tricking  and  Undermining,  asfif 
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their  chief  bufinefs  were  rather  by  any 
way,  no  matter  how  abominable  and  un¬ 
juft  foever,  to  expofe  each  others  Miftakes, 
Mifcarriages,  and  Misfortunes,  than  to  be 
teallyferviceable  to  their  Patients?  Are  thefe 
proper  and  likely  ways  to  raife  Phyfick  to 
the  Higheft  Pitch  of  Reputation  ?  Or  do 
they  not  naturally  tend  to  difcourage  all 
further  Improvements  in  it,  by  fully  iatis- 
fying  Men,  that  the  beft  Return  they  are  to 
expert  for  the  utmoft  Induftry,  and  Candor, 
muft  be  a  Torrent  of  unworthy  Reflexions 
from  fuch  who  perhaps  are  not  able,  by 
true  Worth  and  Induftry,  to  raife  them- 
felves  to  any  thing  of  a  confiderable  Fi¬ 
gure  among  their  Neighbours? 

V.  A  fifth  Caufe,  I  believe  will  not  be 
denied,  by  any  thinking  and  unprejudiced 
Perfon,  to  be  the  indulging  fo  extravagant¬ 
ly  to  the  fetting  up  New  Hjpothefes ,  as  the 
Cuftom  of  late  has  been.  For  the  laft 
fifty  years  and  upwards,  there  has  fcarce 
been  any  Man  in  the  Faculty,  of  pregnant 
Parts,  and  an  exuberant  Fancy,  but  what 
Iiss  foi rued  to  himfelf  iome  new  Notion  or 
Notions ,  thereby  pretending  to  folve  all 
the  Phxnowenx  of  Difeales  j  in  the  mean 
time  too  much  negleXing  the  true  Hi- 
ftortis  of  Difeafes ,  and  the  Nice  Obferv*. 
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tion  of  the  e'javantia  and  Lddentia,  the  al- 
moft  only  Clews  for  Leading  us  fafely 
through  fo  intricate  a  Labyrinth.  Some¬ 
times  indeed  they  will  vouchfafe  us  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Idea  of  a  Difeafe ;  fuch  as  will  beft 
quadrate  with  what  they  will  needs  have  it 
to  be,  rather  than  fuch  as  does  exa£tly  a- 
gree  with  what  it  in  Truth  is.  .  If  any 
thing  in  a  Diftemper  does  luckily  hap¬ 
pen,  remarkably  to  favour  their  Sentiments, 
that  fhall  be  fufficiently  inlarged  upon ;  but 
if  any  thing  be  fo  crofs-grain’d,  as  to  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  contrary  Party,  it  fhall  either  be 
flfpt  over  in  filence,or  at  the  beft  but  /lightly 
toucht  upon,  unlefs  it  can  by  main  force 
be  compelled  to  change  its  fide;  in  order 
to  attain  which  end,  if  poflible  to  be  ef¬ 
fected,  no  Pains  fhall  be  /pared  ;  no  Labor 
fhall  be  ftuck  at,  rather  than  their  Idoliz’d 
Hypothecs  fhall  fuffer  a  Baffle,  much  lefs  quit 
the  Field  of  Battle,  and  yield  it  felf  con¬ 
quered.  But  the  Mifchief  is,  that  Difeafes, 
being  fturdy  things,  and  not  giving  way  fo 
readily  to  Methods  and  Remedies  recom¬ 
mended  barely  by  Suppofitions,  how  plau- 
fible  foever,  as  to  thofe  found  out  by  found 
Reafonings  from  Nice  and  Accurate  Obser¬ 
vations-,  does  fufficiently  evince  to  the  Un- 
biafs’d,  that  difcourfing  fluently  upom  them, 
and  curing  them  effeftually,  are  things  as 
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vaftly  different,  as  can  well  be  imagin’d  ‘ 
And  no  wonder,  For  in  one  Cafe  w  "foil 
low  the  Dictates  of  Nature,  which  though 
fometimes  not  over  clear,  yet  felrlom  fail  of 
affording  us  iome  leal  Lights  whereas  in 
die  other  we  generally,  notwithstanding 
all  the  Specious  Pretences  to  having  our 
Eyes  extraordinarily  enlightned,run  Blind¬ 
fold  we  know  not  whither  ;  and  if  by 
accident  we  fometimes  hit  the  Mark  it 
is  rather  owing  to  Fortune,  than  to  any 

confiderable  degree  of  Art  or  Skill  in  the 
Praxis* 

,  VI.  A  fixth  Caufe  which  T  (hall  affign  is, 
the  not  duiy  reducing  Difegies  into  pro- 
per  C/aJfes,  but  confounding  one  Genus,  as 
the  Logicians  call  it,  with  another.  By- 
reducing  Difeafes  into  proper  Clajfet,  f  do 
not  mean  ranking  fuch  Difeafes  under  o.  e 
another,  as  either  are  attended  with  much 
the  fame  kinds  of  Symptoms,  or  as  do  af- 
teff  the  fame  Members,  and  Parts  of  the 
Body,  (which  fort  of  Marfhalling  mod  of 
our  Authors  are  ftuft  with,  it  may  be  more 
than  enough ;  but  treating  of  fuch  Dif¬ 
eafes  together,  as  require  the  fame  general 
Methods  of  Cure,  that  is,  fuch  whole  main 
Indications  are  the  fame,  though  perhaps 
the  Praxis  may  admit  of  fame  imall 
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di verifications ,  upon  account  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  affefted.  As  for  infiance, 
all  Diftempers  that  are  truly  Inflammatory 
may  very  juftly  be  reckoned  of  one  kind, 
as  in  the  general  requiring  and  yielding  to. \ 
one  common  way  of  Management,  viz,. 
large  and  fometimes  frequent  Bleedings  to¬ 
gether  with  libera!  Dilutions.  And  this, 
if  I  miftake  not,  will  hold  true,  whether 
the  Pifeafe  be  barely  an  Inflammatory  Fea - 
ver  ,  a  Pluritis ,  a  Peripneumonia,  an  In- 
jlammatio  Hep  at  is  vel  Ventriculi ,  or  a  Rheu- 
matifm.  Provided,  as  I  have  already  hin¬ 
ted,  they  be  truly  and  really  Inflammatory , 
the  Methods  will  hold  for  the  moft  part 
exactly  the  fame,  though  it  may  be  that 
the  difference  of  the  Parts  may,  as  I  have 
likewife  before  intimated,  occaiion  fome 
fmall  Diverfifications,  in  the  way  of  Pro¬ 
ceeding:  And  perhaps  the  fame  muft  be 
allowed, upon  account  of  the  different  States 
and  Degrees  of  the  very  fame  Difiemper. 

1  have  put  into  the  Inftance  juft  men¬ 
tioned  ,  the  Provifo  of  being  really  and 
truly  Inflammatory ,  which  I  take  to  be  no 
more  than  is  absolutely  Neceffary,  in  or¬ 
der  to  the  avoiding  grofs  Miltakes  in  Pra¬ 
ctice.  For  I  am  fully  fatisfyed  that  Dii- 
eafes,  which  may  at  firft  View  appear  of 
the  Inflammatory  kind,  may  often  upon  a 

more 
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more  ftri£t  and  nice  Examination,  be  found 
to  belong  to  a  quite  different  Tribe: 
Which  I  fliali  hereafter  in  its  proper  place 
fully  prove,  in  the  Cafe  of  an  appearing 
Rheumatifm,  which  in  reality  was  an  In¬ 
termittent  Feaver. 

I  am  much  inclined  to  believe,  That  I 
fhould  have  a  lino  ft  the  Univerfal  fuffrage 
of  all  confideringMen,  fhould  I  affert  that 
fcarce  any  thing,  would  more  effeftually 
conduce  to  the  fhortning  of  our  Studies  in 
order  to  fit  us  for  a  fuccefsful  Practice,  and 
likewife  to  the  profitably  Abridging  the 
Praxis  Medico,  it  felf,  than  to  reduce  all 
Difeafes  under  fuch  proper  general  Heads 
or  Gaffes.  But  though  I  do  believe  it 
may  be  poffible,  yet  I  muft  acknowledge 
it  to  be  a  Work  that  will  require  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  and  a  Nice  and  an  unwea¬ 
ried  Accuracy  of  Obfervation,  to  bring  it 
to  any  thing  of  Perfection* 

This  certainly  was  what  the  Antient 
MethoMfts  fo  Nobly  attempted,  and  per¬ 
haps  had  happily  effe&ed,  had  they  not 
unluckily  confined  themfelves  to  too  fcanty 
a  Number  of  Enquiries.  And  this  per- 
haps  the  defervedly  Celebrated  Baglivy  may 
in  time  more  fuccefsfully  accompliflf, 

( if  the  incredible  pains  he  is  at  in  mak. 
ing  his  Obfervations,  do  not  Ihorten  his 
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days  as  his  Friend  Pallitius  feeras  to  fear) 
or  if  he  do  not  aQrially  acccmplifh  it ; 
yet  I  doubt  not,  but  that  he  will  lay  fo 
large  and  folid  a  Foundation,  that  it  may 
not  be  difficult,  for  the  truly  Ingenious 
and  Induftrious,  to  ereft  thereon  a  truly 
Noble  and  moft  ufeful  Edifice. 

Having  this  occafion  to  name  the  Incom¬ 
parable  and  Indefatigable  Baglivy ,  1  mu  ft  beg 
the  Reader  to  excufe  me,  if  I  make  a  Di- 
greflion  from  my  prefent  Subje£t,  in  order 
to  fpeak  my  fincere  Sentiments  of  him, 
and  thole  noble  Works  of  his,  which  I 
have  already  feen.  And  here  I  cannot  for¬ 
bear  and  declare  to  the  World,  that  I  look 
upon  him  to  be  the  Wonder  and  Glory 
'not  only  of  his  own  Country ,  bwt  alfo  of 
our  Joe ;  and  can  never  mention  him  with- 
out  the  Higheft  Veneration,  as  a  Perfon 
to  whom  all  future  Generations,  as  well 
as  the  prefent,  will  no  doubt  be  indebted 
for  his  Book,  De  Ft  bra  Mot  rice  &  Morbofd , 
if  God  (hall  grant  him  Life  and  Leifure  to 
finifh  it.  In  it  lie  gives  us  hopes  not  of 
opening  a  pieafant  Scene  of  Phylick,  to  di¬ 
vert  our  Fancies ;  but  of  difeovering  a  Tra£l 
of  Rich,  though  long  uncultivated  Land. 
Others  may  feem  to  have  toucht  upon  the 
Coafts,  or  to  have  feen  at  a  diftance,  bat 
he  only  actually  to  have  taken  full  pofi 

feflion 
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fsfficn  ot  it;  Or  at  leaft  to  have  travelled 
through  it,  I  mean  the  Dottrine  of  the 

Solids.  I  fpeak  this  in  the  utmoft  fm- 
centy ,  and  without  the  leaft  Flattery, 
being  fatisfyed  by  the  Specimen  that  he 
has  already  favoured  us  withal ,  that  his 
undertakings  are  truly  Great  and  Noble, 
and  I  doubt  not  when  it  (hall  be  finifht’ 
which  I  heartily  pray  God  that  it  may 
be  with  the  moft  convenient  Expedition, 
but  that  it  will  prove  one  of  the  moft  ufe~ 
fu!  Books  that  has  been  publifht  in  Phy- 
hck,  ft  nee  the  divine  Hippocrates.  His 
general  Division  oi  Dileales  into  thole  of 
the  Fluids ,  tnofe  of  the  Solids ,  and  thole 
Ci  a  mixt  A  at  uref  in  which  both  the  one 
and  the  other  are  ill-affefted ,  though 
perhaps  one  primarily,  and  the  other  but 
fecondarily,  feems  to  me  Eajte  and  Natural ' 
and  in  one  word  the  belt  of  any  yet  ex¬ 
tant  ;  though  f  am  not  infenfible,  that  this 
general  Divifion  mu  ft  and  will  admit  of  Va¬ 
rious  and  numerous  Subdivisions,  to  render 
it  ferviceable  to  the  effe£fual  promoting; 
the  Praftice  of  Phyfick. 

For  my  own  part  I  muft  own,  when 
•  confider  what  Difproportion  in  quantity 
taere  is,  between  the  Solids  and"  Fluids, 
tn  humane  Bodies,  I  cannot  perfuade  my 

Jell  to  believe,  that  the  fa  id  Solids  like 
"  -  '  ’  ^  f>  ?  ‘  -  ferifelefl 
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fenfelefs  matter  are  only  paffive  in  all  the 
Affetfs  that  difturb  our  Natures ;  but  am 
forced  at  leaft  to  fufpeG  that  the  Difor- 
den  of  the  Solids  are  the  main,  and  Some¬ 
times  the  foie  Caufes,  oi  many  oi  thole 
troublefome  Difeafes  and  Symptomes, 
which  render  our  lives  uneafie. 

For  fome  kind  of  Illuftration  and  Con¬ 
firmation  ,  of  what  I  have  here  aiTerted, 

I  defire  any  ferious  Perfon  with  me  to  re¬ 
flect  upon,  and  duly  toconfider,  i.  What 
uneafie  Symptoms,  but  one  drop  of  any 
potable  Liquor,  or  but  one  crumb  o  Bread 
falling  upon  the  Top  of  the  After*  Arte - 
m,  will  in  a  Moment  of  time  produce. 
Can  that  violent  Convulftve  Cough ,  which 
attends  fuch  an  Accident,  proceed  from 
any  thing  elfe  but  the  immediate  Irriu- 
tion  of  the  Membranes,  firft  begun  in  the 
Trachea,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  and  from 
thence  fucceffively  communicated  to  the 
Lungs  themfelves?  Is  it  poflible  to  enter 
the  Imagination  of  any  one,  that  will  but 
give  himlelf  liberty  to  think,  that  io  in¬ 
nocent  a  thing,  as  either  of  them  is,  can 
create  in  Such  an  inilant  fuch  prodigious 
Diforders  in  the  Fluids,  contained  in  the 
Lungs,  as  to  excite  violent,  and  luch  lam¬ 
ing  Explofions  ?  But  to  put  this  paft  all 

manner  ©f  doubt,  viz.  that  the  Solids  are 

only 
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only  here  concerned,  and  not  the  Fluids , 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice,  that 
all  this  terrifying  Emotion  ceafes,  asfoonas 
ever  this  crumb  of  Bread  or  drop  of  Li¬ 
quor  can  by  any  means  be  totally  dis¬ 
charged  out  of  the  Larynx,  in  aimoft  as  final] 
a  PunCtum  of  time, as  it  began ;  whereas  did 
it  really  proceed  from  any  Fermentation ■  or 
Rare] action  of  the  Fluids ,  a  much  longer  In¬ 
terval  muft  of  neceffity  be  required,  for  the 
coaling  of  the  one  and  for  tire  Condenfation 
of  the  other.  And  fora  fecond  in  fence,  I 
would  defire  any  one  to  con  fid  er,  with 
what  celerity  the  efficacy  of  but  a  final] 
pinch  ol  Snuff,  efpecially  if  it  be  keen, 
drawn  up  into  the  Noftrils,  of  one  not  ac- 
cuftoined  to  it,  is  from  thence  tranfmitted 
to  the  Lungs,  by  a  momentaneous  Com¬ 
munication  ol  the  Imitation,  from  the 
Membranes  of  one  part  to  thofe  of  the 
other.  Can  the  fflort  Lough,  which  io  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeds  the  Sniftingup, but  a  lit¬ 
tle  finely  pulveriz’d  Tobacco,  be  owing  to 
any  Rarefaction  in  the  Blood, or  other  Fluids, 
which  there  is  not  fpace  of  time  allow’d* 
to  effect,  confidering  that,  before  the  fup- 
pofed  Rarefaction  can  be  produc’d,  due 
time  muft  be  allow’d  for  feme  Particles, 
or  Effluvia  of  the  Tobacco  to  permeate 
the  Membranes ,  and  through  the  Tunicles 
of  the  V effels,  to  creep,  {hall  I  fay,  or 

D  4  rather 
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rather  fly  into  the  Fluids  themfelves  ?  Qt 
do’s  it  not  rather  really,  I  had  aljnoft  ha  id 
vifibly,  proceed  froman  immediate  violent 
Crijpation ,  Corrugation ,  or  OfalLtion  of  the 
Membranes  of  the  Noftrils,  communica- 
ted  direftly  to  the  Membranes  of  the 
Larynx,  and  from  thence  to  thofe  of  the 
Lungs  themfelves ;  juft  as  we  fee  the  {hik¬ 
ing  at  one  end,  or  in  any  part  of  a  String 
of  any  Mufi.cal  Inftrument,  if  fufficiently 
Tenfe,  will  make  it  communicate  its  Vi¬ 
bration  lclu  Oculi  citiits  from  thence  the 
whole  Length  of  the  faid  String  ?v 

To  both  the  Inftances  mentioned  I  ex¬ 


pert  it  may  be  obje&ed,  that  in  each  of 
thofe  Cafes,  indeed  it  is  fo  obvious,  that 
the  effects  Enumerated  are  wholly  and 
undeniably  owing  to  the  Irritation  of  the 
Membranes  ab  Extra)  that  it  ieems  to  be 
but  trifling,  and  Mifpence  of  time,  fo  much 
to  enlarge  upon  them. 

To  which  1  anfwer,  That  allowing  them 
to  be,  as  in  truth  they  arc,  fo  obvious 
and  undeniable,  yet  it  is  neither  trifling, 
nor  Mifpence  of  time,  fomethingto  expati¬ 
ate  upon  them  ;  if  for  nothing  elfe,  but  for 
the  fake  of  the  Corollaries,  that  maybe  fair¬ 
ly  and  eafily  deduced  from  them.  As  for 
inftance,  if  the  Irritation  alone  of  the  Solids 
ik-  extra 9  in  the  Cafes  fpecified,  do  unde- 
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uiably  produce  fuch  troublefome  Effefts, 
why  fhould  we  fcruple  to  allow,  that  the 
different  Jtonia  of  the  Solids ,  without  any 
previous  Dyfcrafies  in  the  Fluids,  may,  nay 
and  doubtlefs  oftentimes  do,  occafion  dis¬ 
orders  in  Humane  Bodies,  which  are  fre¬ 
quently,  though  indeed  falfely  attributed 
to  vitiated  Fluids ;  whereas  the  faid  Fluids 
may  be  no  otherways  ill  difpofed,  than 
as  they  are  affected  by  thofe  different 
■Atom*  of  the  faid  Solids?  Though  till 
further  Experience,  attainable  only  by  mul¬ 
titudes  oi  well  collefted  Obfervations, 
(  made  by  the  Affiftance  of  feme  due  and 
proper  Methods )  fufficiently  inform  us, 
it  may  be  exceeding  difficult,  if  not  im- 
poffible,  fatisfaflorily  to  affign  either  the 
various  Atom*  themielves,  or  the  true  Cau- 
fes  of  them ;  efpecially  confidering  how 
totally  almoft  the  Study  of  this  noble 
Branch  of  Medicine,  I  mean  the  Do  ft  rive 
of  the  Solids,  has,  of  late  fhall  I  fay,  or 
rather  for  many  years  been  neglefted, 
not  to  term  it  defpifed,  whilft  the  other, 
That  of  the  Fluids  has,  though  per¬ 
haps  with  very  fmall  Succefs,  fill’d  up 
both  Pages  in  our  Enquiries* 

But  here  I  expect  to  be  interrupted  at 
if  not  clamoured"  a  gain  ft,  as  reflefl:- 
\Pg  t0Q,  ^  ye  rely  upgn  the  whole  Faculty, 

'  ■  -  in 

< 
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mi  not  over  truly  a  Sorting  that  a  due  Care 
and  Confideration  of  the  Solids ,  has  of 
late  years  been  almoft  totally  negle&ed,  in 
the  Study  and  PraCtice  of  P hyfick\  whereas 
nothing  icarce  is  more  common  than  to  hear 
of  Nervous  Fevers,  and  other  Nervous  Cafes  : 
And  not  only  fo,  but  alfo  the  Works  of 
moft  Authors,  efpecially  of  fuch  as  have 
written  moft  nicely,  and  fully  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  are  replenifh’d  with  both  Directions 
for,  and  Formula  of,  outward  Topical  Ap¬ 
plications,  luch  as  Veftcatones,  Fomentations, 
Cataplafns,  Oils,  Liniments,  Vnguents ,  Se - 
micupia,  Balnea,  &c.  by  which  it  may  fuf- 
ficiently  appear,  that  they  did  not  forget* 
to  have  a  due  Regard  to  what  I  now, 
with  Baglivy,  term  the  Solids,  though  they 
might  not,  at  leaft  often,  ufe  that  Deno¬ 
mination.  Since  however  the  thing  it  felf 
was  fo  effectually  taken  Care  of,  though 
the  term  was  not  ufed:  What  occafion  is 
there  for  this  fo  uncharitable,  and  fo  un- 
juft  an  Accufation? 

To  all  this  I  anfwer,  That  I  cannot 
deny  but  that  the  Appellations  of  Nervous 
Fevers ,  and  other  Nervous  Cafes ,  are 
very  frequent  in  the  Mouths,  not  only 
of  Learned  Phyjtcians ,  who  fully  underftand 
die  utmoft  Extent  of  thole  Terms ,  but  alio 
in  the  Mouths  of  the  ignorant  Vulgar, 
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who  know  nothing  what  is  meant  by  them* 
But  yet  if  in  thefe  Cafes  we  look  fen- 
oufly  into  the  Prefcripts  of  the  Former, 
we  fhall  foon  be  fatisfied  that  they  are 
chieflv,  if  not  folely,  aimed  at  the  Cor- 
reft  ion  of  the  Fluids ,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  contained  in  them,  without  any  of 
the  leaft  regard  to  the  Veflels  containing 
thofe  Fluids ,  viz.  the  Nerves ,  much  lefs  to 
any  other  of  the  Solids,  as  they  are  truly, 
I  doubt  not,  diftiguifhed  by  the  Sagacious 
Baglivy,  the  Membranes ,  I  mean,  and  Mub 
cles  :  Which  ought,  at  lead  in  many  Ca¬ 
fes,  by  no  means  to  be  wholly  neglefted, 
and  difregarded.  Of  the  Truth  of  this 
Affertion  thofe  Cephalick  Cafes ,  mentioned 
by  the  above  named  Author  ( in  the  3d 
Paragraph,  under  Fig.  IV.  oi  his  Am- 
madverfions  upon  the  Antient  2  heory  in  his 
preface  to  his  Specimen  De  Fibrd ,  &c.  in 
Page  257.  of  his  Works  Printed  in  410. 
at  Lyons  1704,  )  are  undeniable  Proofs.  And 
as  to  Outward  and  Topical  Applications , 
I  believe  the  ftrift  Examiner  will  be  for¬ 
ced  with  me  toconfefs,  That  though  they 
are  frequently  ufed,  and  have  been  con- 
ftantly  Recommended,  by  Medical  Au¬ 
thors,  yet  (  except  in  Cafes  purely  Chirur* 
gical)  the  chief  ufe,  which  has  of  late 
been  made  of  them,  has  rather  generally 
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been  to  Mitigate  fome  prelent  urgent 
Symptome,  than  with  any  Profpeft, 
or  Intention  of  working  in  any  Cafe  a 
perfect  Cure,  as  might  perhaps'be  reafo- 
nably  expected,  from  a  due  perfift  ng  in, 
and  a  dextrous  management  of  them.  1 
muft  indeed  freely  acknowledge,  that  great, 
and  fometimes,  at  leaf]-  in  my  Apprehon- 
fion,  (in  which  Opinion  the  fo  often 
named  Celebrated  Paglivy  fee  ms  to  concur 
with  me)  too  great  ufe  ,  is  made  of  one  of 
the  outward  Applications,  by  me  above 
mention’d,  in  the  Objeaion,  and  that  is 
Bhftering.  But  even  in  this  Praaice,  the 
Correfting  any_  Atonu  in  the  Solids,  (tho’ 
i  fear  they  often  unneceffarily  produce 
them)  is  not  fo  much  confider’d,  as  the 
Difcharging  by  Evacuation  the  Acrimoni¬ 
ous  Serum,  which  ’tis  thought  is  too  re¬ 
dundant  in  the  Blood.  So  that,  after  a 
due  Confideration  of  all  above  urged  to 
the  contrary  ;  1  can  fee  no  juft  reafon  to 
retract  my  Charge,  that  the  Study  of  the 
Solids  feems  of  late,  to  have  been  almoft 
wholly  neglected  among  Phyficians,  both 
in  the  Theory  and  Practice. 

And  now,  upon  the  whole,  if  the  above* 
cited  genei  al  Divilion  o!  Oifeafes  be  true, 
as  perhaps  Po'terity  may  find  it,  what 
great  Improve  nent  could  we  expert  in' 
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Phyfick,  from  Endeavours  dire&ed  chiefly 
n  not  folely,  to  the  Peccancy  of  the  Fluids 
wunouc  aim  oft  the  Ieaft  Refpeft  had  to 
the  Atonu  of  the  Solids  :  The  fad  and  la- 
men taMe  Jffecls,  of  which  latter,  ’tis  pro¬ 
bable  equal  if  not  exceed  the  Diforders 

oceafion  d,  by  the  Difcrafies  of  the  for¬ 
mer. 


\U.  Nor  will  our  Enquiries  into  the 
CAUfeh  ot  the  Difcrafies  of  Fluids  them- 
felves,  (jtho’  thofe  have  had  moft  of  bur 
Serious  1  houghts  fpent  upon  them)  after 
a  itritt  Scrutiny,  be  wholly  free  from  Ex¬ 
ceptions,  as  I  fhall  have  oceafion  hereafter 
to  make  out.  And  this  may  well  pafs  for 
a  6ev*»t\  Caufe,  why  Phyfick  has  hither- 

feafonVed  3t  n°  h‘Sher  a  degree  of  Per- 

nrfh.drerr  1  but  affeit’  that  moft 
m  the  Cmfes  which  are  affign’d  for  thofe 

Di.eafes  which  take  their  Origins  from 

Vitt0“s  f  luids,  will  I  doubt  not  upon  Calm 

aad  Serious  Confideration  appear  Precari- 

Zl  Unmtell>g‘ble,  or  Chymerical,  or  at 
no  way  fatisfa£tory, 

•n  u£  be,[ore  1  proceed  on  this  Debate,  it 
*  Rn0£  be  to  take  care,  not  to  leave 

the  Reader  in  the  dark,  as  to  what  I  here 

mean  by  Caufes  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it 

necef- 
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neceffary,  to  inform  him,  that  I  do  not 
in  the  leaft  defign,to  enter  into  a  particular 
Confideration,  of  all  that  Large  Lift  of 
Caufes,  delivered  in  the  Schools,  but  on¬ 
ly  in  general,  intend  thereby  thofefeveial 
Difcrafies  in  the  Fluids ,  which  produce 
lndifpofttioHi  in  the  Bodies  of  Men  :  and 
by  the  Removal  or  Corre&ing  of  which, 
the  found  States  of  the  faid  fluids  are 
Reftor’d  ;  tho’  perhaps  the  Effefts  of  the 
faid  Difcrafies ,  may  not  immediately  be  to¬ 
tally  taken  away. 

For  the  Proof  then  ef  what  I  have  a- 
bove  lo  boldly  ailerted,  viz*,  ^Lhat  the 
Caufes  hitherto  generally  affign’d,  of  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Fluids,  are  Precarious  &c. 
I  need  only  to  urge,  to  any  Unbyaft 
Perfon,  that  they  have  been  fo  unfatis- 
faftory,'  that  as  the  World  improv’d  in 
Learning,  the  old  receiv’d  Dogmata  of 
the  Schools,  which  had  reign’d  fo  long 
(and  which  pretended  to  derive  all  thofe 
Difeafes,  and  almoft  all  others  befides, 
from  the  Deficiency  or  Redundancy  of 
the  Quaternary  of  Humours,  or  from  the 
various  Combinations  of  them,!  became  at 
laft  Infipid,  not  to  fay  Naufeous,  to  their 
nicer  Palates,  and  unwillingly  gave  way 
to  the  Chymical  Principles.  After  this 
fucceeded  the  Triumvirate  of  Flumouis, 


C  ) 

and  this  likcwife  yielded  to  Fermenta- 
tion  and  Explofion  ;  together  with  the 
now  Celebrated  Notion  of  Acid  and  Al- 
kaiy  But  whether  any  of  this  Jargon 
Will  long  continue  agreeable,  to  the  Hill 
more  Refined,  as  we  may  iuftlv  exneft 
Intellects  of  future  Generations,  S 
ielf  muft  fhow.  But  this  I  think  I  may 
adventure  to  fay,  That  all  thefe  recited 
<“**/«>  being  purely  Conjeffura/,  none  of 
them  admitting  of  a  clear  Proof,  and  be¬ 
ing  hkewife  all  of  them  liable  to  great 
Objeaions,  muft  of  neceffary  Confequence, 
eave  the  Minds  of  Men  in  fufpence,  at 
leaft,  whether  to  grant  or  deny  their  Af- 
lent  to  any  of  them.  And  this  Incerti¬ 
tude  of  Mind,  ftill  pufhes  on  the  Ingeni¬ 
ous,  (and  ever  will  do  fo,  while  we  fhall 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  true  Caufes  of 
Dneafes  barely  by  Conje&ures,  and  Guef- 
les)  to  try  whether  they  may  not  be  able 
to  excogitate  Notions,  which  may  be 
more  unexceptionable,  and  more  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Ah&nomena.  of  Nature  ”  than 
thole  which  went  before  them :  tho’  ner- 
haps  with  as  little  Succefs. 

lam  not  Ignorant,  that  there  have  been 
lome  Endeavours  of  late  Years,  to  treat 
f  Medicine  Mathematically,  andconfequenr- 
Jy  Dmonftmively .  This  I  confefs  would 

be 


be  a  truly  Noble  Work,  could  it  really 
be  effected,  it  for  no  other  Reafon,  yet 
for  this,  that  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
believe  nothing  without  full  Demonftra- 
tion,  which  by  its,  convincing  Proofs 
would  put  all  things  out  of  Difpute.  How 
far  this  generous  Defign,  may  intimefuc- 
ceed*  I  cannot  tell,  but,  by  what  I  yet  have 
feen,  am  fearful  it  will  require  fome  A« 
ges  to  render  it  Intelligible,  and  ufeful 
to  the  World.  I  readily  own  ,  that  1 
have  gone  through  the  New  Theory  of 
Fevers  of  an  Ingenious  Author,  as  he  re¬ 
quires  with  a  Moderate  Attention  ;and 
tho’  not  quite  dellitute  ot  a  imattering  in 
the  Mathematicks,  (another  Qualification 
wifh’d  for  by  him  in  his  Readers)  yet 
am  perfectly  at  a  tofs,  how  certaimy  to 
difcover  the  Natural  Dimension .  of  the 
Canals  in  Humane  Bodies,  even  in  a  heal¬ 
thy  State,  (being  fully  fatish’d  that  thofe 
Dimenfions,  may  be  and  really  are  va¬ 
rious  in  different  Healthy  Perlons)  and 
much  more  accurately  to  determine,  the 
various  degrees  of  Contraction ,  and  Dil*~ 
tat  ion ,  which  may  or  actually  do  pro¬ 
duce  Indifpofitions  and  Difeales.  Noi  can 
I  tell  what  little  Meflenger  to  difpatch 
into  thofe  Internal  Regions,  in  order  to 
fatisfie  my  Neceffary  Qurtofuj  in  thofe  par¬ 
ticulars 
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ticula.  s,  and  yet  without  a  right  In  for- 
mation  herein,  I  never  can  according  to 
this  Hypothecs ,  (for  \  can  can  it  by  nQ 

other  Marne)  certainly  adapt  my  Medi¬ 
cines,  did  I  know  the  Virtues  of  them 
never  fo  fully.  If  it  be  reply’d,  that  thofe 
Enquiries  are  to  be  fatisfied  from  the  Cal- 
dilution  of  the  Symptomes ,  and  of  the  In- 
tenfenefs  and  Remiffnefs  of  them.  This  I 
humbly  conceive  will  be  fo  far  from  re¬ 
ducing  Medicine  to  a  Mathematical  Cer¬ 
tainty  that,  if  I  am  not  grofly  miftaken, 
it  will  leave  it  to  be  as  purely  Conjectural , 
found  it;  and  only  drefs  up  the 
v  Id  Dim  with  a  different  Sawce,  or  at 
beft  but  in  a  different  Manner* 

Hippocrates ,  in  his  Book  De  P rife, a  Me- 
atcina,  relates  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  Phy- 
fiCians  which  were  before  him  thus,  Nam 
neque  ficco  neqae  h  ami  do,  &c.  Page  the  nth 
of  the  Fo'efian  Edition  of  Frankfort  i6za^ 
(and  of  the  Linden  Edition ,AmJterdam  1 66  c* 
vol  I.  Page  the  27th  N°.  XXFv.)  By  this 
Quotation, which  may  be  read  more  at  large 
111  the  piaces  cited,  I  think  it  evidently  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  Phyficians  before  Hippo¬ 
crates  judged  Difeales  to  proceed,  not  fo 
much  from  Exeeffes  in  the  firft  Qualities,  - 
Wet,  as  from  Exorbitances  in 
the  other  fenfible  Qualities.  For  in  their 

Enu- 
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Enumeration  of  Caafes,  they  feern  fo  far 
to  accufe  Sweet,  Bitter,  Acid,  &c.  as  to 
acquit  Hot,  Cold,  Wet  and  Dry,  from 
any  fhare  in  the  Production  of  Difteropers. 
Nor  do’s  the  Opinion  of  Hippocrates  him- 
felf  much  differ  from  that  of  thole  before 
him.  For  though  he  do’s  not  look  upon 
the  four  firft  Qualities  as  wholly,  uncon¬ 
cerned  and  innocent,  yet  he  himfelt  teems 
to  prefer  the  fevered  Charge  again!!  tne 
other,  as  will  manifeftly  appear  to  any  one, 
that  fhall  ferioufly  confidcr  what  he  fays 
Page  the  1 5tli of  ioe(ius  (and  Page  the  $i. 
N°. XXX.  Vol.II.of Linden)  where  you 
will  find  much  mem  tending  to  illuftrate 
this  his  Affertion,  which,  ii  i  donotgrofsly 
miftake  his  meaning ,  is ,  That  the  real 
Caufes  of  Fevers  are  Bitter,  Sharp,  Salt, 
drc.  and  that  Heat  only  put  the  former 
more  vigoroufly  into  Act. 

But  here  methinks  fome  Grave  Reader 
abruptly  breaks  in  upon  me,  and  ciiesj 
What  need  of  all  this  pains  to  prove  that 
which  perhaps  is  fcarcc  denied  by  any,  viz. 
That  fecond  Qualities  have  a  great,  if  not 
the  greateft  ihare  in  the  Origin  of  Dif- 
Cciics  ? 

The  Ob  ecFon  I  muft  own  would  be 
good,  had  I.only  in  my  view  to  prove  this 

Aifertion,  which  in  truth  needs  no  proof : 

'  But 
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But  this  was  the  leaf!  in  my  thoughts, 
(  though  by  the  way  I  here  find  not  only 
Soure  and  Sweet,  or  in  the  terms  of  lome 
Modems,  Acid  and  Alkaly ,  but  alio  other 
forts  of  tafts,  reckoned  among  the  Gaufes 
Difeafes )  and  what  I  have  urged  was 
only  for  the  fake  of  an  Inference,  I  intend 
to  deduce  therefrom  ;  which,  though  ob¬ 
vious  enough,  feems  hitherto  to  have  been 
little,  if  at  all,  taken  notice  of.  Perchance 
tnc  Obvioufhefs  of  it  has  rendered  it  con-* 
temptible,  however  as  contemptible  as  it 
inay  appear,  take  it  as  ic  follows. 

It  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  of  the  Fluids 
I  mean  efpeciaily,  be  really  the  Exorbitant 
cies  os  fecond  Qualities,  what  need  ;s  there 
of  racking  our  Brains  fo  much,  in  the 
feaiching  them  out,  and  affigning  them? 
What  need  of  inventing  fo  many  fubtle 
rijpotrtefes  ?  A\q  not  the  Senccs  themlelves 
the  mod,  if  not  the  only  proper  judges 
of  thofe  Objects?  For  infiance,  do’s  not 
One  fingle  Tafic  of  Acid,  Bitter,  Sweet,  &c. 
give  us  a  truer  Idea  of  any  of  them,  than 
ten  thoufand  Elaborate  Difcourfes  of  them 

withouc  ^Alliance  of  the  Sence 
or  lairing  ?  Again,  do’s  not  one  fingle 
view  of  a  fellow ,  Green,  Blue ,  or  any  o« 
ther  Coloured  Object^  firike  a  more  certain, 
snd  a  more  lafling  Impreffion  upon  the 

E  2  Ima* 
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Imagination  of  any  one,  whom  the  Good 
God  has  hleft  with  the  Happinefs  of  fight, 
than  a  years  continued  well  compofed 
Le&ures  upon  thofe  Subjects,  can  fixup- 
on  the  Fancy  of  one  born  Blind?  The 
like  may  be  faid  of  the  other  Senfes.  Why 
then  do  we  fo  far  mifpend  our  Time ,  and 
abufe  our  Reafon,  as  to  fuffer  our  raving 
Fancies  to  lead  us,  under  the  falfe  pre¬ 
tences  of  truly  Philofophizing,  into  inex¬ 
tricable  Mazes ;  when,  would  we  but  di¬ 
ligently  attend  the  Ditfates  of  our  Senfes, 
our  way  would  be  more  plain  before  us, 
and  we  fhould  be  lefs  liable  to  deviate 
from  it  ? 

This,  I  doubt  not  at  firft  View,  may 
look  like  an  abfolute  Paradox ;  and  yet  in 
the  Sequel,  I  hope  fully  to  make  out  the 
Truth  of  it,  without  running  Medicine , 
into  any  danger  of  Quackery ,  unlefs  a  Ra¬ 
tional  Emfiricy  delerves  to  be  ftigma- 
tiz’d  with  fo  infamous  a  Character; 
though  for  theprefent,  I  fhall  difmifs  rhe 
further  Confideration  of  this  Topick;  on 
purpofe  to  aflign  fome  other  Caufes  of  the 
little  Improvement  made  in  Phyfick,  which 
I  have  not  yet  touch’d  upon,  and  which  yet 
will  be  neceflary  Preliminaries  to  what  I  have 
all  along  principally  defign’d,  and  for  the 
fake  of  which,  I  have  adventured  upon  the 

Writing  and  Publishing  this  Ejfay .  YIII. 
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ft: 

VIII.  An  eighth  Caufe  to  which  I  fear, 
though  perhaps  others  may  not  be  alto¬ 
gether  of  my  mind,  the  fmall  improve- 

and  neceflary  Art 
of  Phyfick  is  juftly  to  be  attributed,  mav 
be  the  taking  the  Power  of  Medicines  too 

much  upon  Trull,  without  duly  Exami¬ 
ning,  if  at  all,  whether  the  Yertues  attri¬ 
buted  to  them  are  Real,  or  only  Imaginary. 
In  this  Charge  I  would  not  fo  far  be  mif- 
underftood ,  as  to  be  fufpefted  guilty,  of 
calling  into  quellion  the  Candor  and  Vera¬ 
city  of  the  Jut  tents.  No,  I  am  fo  far 
jrom  that,  that  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  ima¬ 
gine  t.iat_  they  had  any  purpofe,  wilfully 
to  impoie  upon  the  Credulity  of  their 
SuccelTors :  But  perhaps  even  they  them- 
klves  might,  in  feme  things,  be  milled  by 
the  profound  Deference  they  paid  to  the 
pentiments  of  their  Anceftors,  and  mi°ht 
imphcitely  believe  what  had  been  hand¬ 
ed  down  to  them  by  Tradition.  Which 
-Notion  I  hope  will  not  be  lookt  upon  as 
altogether  Wild,  by  any,  who  {ball  but 
confider  what  Veneration  in  thofe  days 
they  had  for  their  Priefts,  who  have  been 
§e"e,^1]y  thought  the  Confer  vat  or  s ,  and 
hrlt  Dijpenfors,  of  this  and  all  other  Parts  of 
thsir  Learning:  Which  Veneration  might 

E  3?  make 
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snake  them  look  upon  it  as  PiacuLtr,  in  the 
lead  to  doubt  of  the  Truth  of  any  opini¬ 
on  once  received  from  them,  whole  very 
words  pafs’d  for  Oracles.  Thefe  unde¬ 
fined  Errors  (if  any  fuch  there  were  ) 
ot  the  Antients,  we  may  fufpecf,  were 
without  Examination  copied  by  thofe  which 
fucceeded  therm  As  the  Succellors  of  the 
Antients  dealt  with  their  Anceftors,  fo  did 
theirs  with  them,  from  the  fame  Principle 
of  Veneration,  and  fo  on  from  one  Ge¬ 
neration  to  another :  the  iucceeduig  always 
looking  upon  it  as  needlefs,if  not  Criminal, 
fcrupuloufly  to  fearch  into  the  Credibility 
of  the  Traditions  of  thofe  before  them  5 
efpecially  of  thole  that  were  the  fartheft 
removed  from  them.  And  as  the  Materia 
Me  die  a  in  future  times  fwelled  into  a  lar¬ 
ger  Bulk,  the  number  of  miftakes  ’tis  pof- 
fible  may  have  continually  increaled,  by 
the  unheeded  flips  of  the  Writers  of  each 
A^e.  What  makes  me  the  more  incli¬ 
nable  to  be  of  this  opinion,  That  Errors 
have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  Writers 
tranferibing  from  others,  without  any 
manner  of  Examination  ,  is  that,  if  we 
fhall  take  the  pains  to  compare  the 
feversl  Sjfiemes  of  the  Materia  Medico. 

(  efpecially  thofe  publifh’d  of  later  years) 

we  fhall  find  that  feme  of  the  Compilers,  x 

fhall 
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fha!l  I  call  them,  or  rather  Tranfcribers, 
have  copied  fo  exactly,  as  not  to  correct 
the  very  Errata  of  the  Prefs,  as  I  have 
fometimes  obferved. 

It  would  be  happy,  if  the  Harmony 
among  the  Co  hectors  of  the  Sjlva  Medici* 
minumyjs re  as  certain  a  Proof,  that  thofe 
Medicines,  .wherein  they  agree  fo  ex- 
acHy,  were  indued  with  all  thofe  Virtues y 
wind]  they  unanimoufly  afcribe  to  them, 
as  their  Difcordance  about  others  is  an  e- 
vident  Token,  that  they  are  not  yet  truly 
inform’d  of  their  real  Faculties.  But  I  much 
fear,  that  thofe  who  build  too  much 
upon  their  Mutual  Agreement,  even  in  the 
former  ,  will  frequently  upon  Tryal  find 
their  Expectations  defeated,  and  be  left 
in  the  Lurch  fometimes  when  they  are 
moll  confident  of  Succefs. 

One  of  the  great  Reafonsof  this  Uncer¬ 
tainty  Intake  to  be,  as  I  have  already 
minted,  the  not  duly  examining  the  Virtues 
of  Medicines:  Qr,  to  exprefs  it  more  at 
large,  (  at  leaft  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  chief 
defign  of  this  -Tract  j  the  not  taking  pro¬ 
per  Methods,  for  the  Inveffigating  the 
immediate  Operations  of  Medicines,  upon 
the  Fluids ,  and  among  thefe  more  dfpe- 
dally  the  Bio$d. 
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The  Ancients  feem  to  have  contented 
themfelves  to  Judge  of  the  Operations  of 
Medicines ,  upon  the  feveral  Humours  af- 
jjgn’d  by  them  as  the  Caufes  of  Di/eafes, 
by  their  fenfible  Effefts  of  doing  Good  or 
Hurt  to  their  Patients,  in  the  Cafes  where¬ 
in  they  were  made  ufe  of,  without  ever 
entering  into  any  further  Confideration,  by 
what  immediate  Alterations  in  the  Bloody 
and  other  Fluids ,  that  Benejit ,  or  that  Da¬ 
mage,  was  produced.  They  induftrioufly 
cultivated  the  ufe  of  thofe  beneficial  Medi¬ 
cines  they  then  knew,  whether  tranfmitted 
to  them  by  their  Progenitors,  or  commu¬ 
nicated  to  them  by  others  then  Living, 
or  found  out  in  their  Practice,  either  ac¬ 
cidentally,  or  by  the  Analogy  of  Reafon , 
and  as  carefully  avoided  whatever  they  ap¬ 
prehended  by  any  of  thefe  ways  might  be 
Dangerous  or  Pernicious.  And  I  do  ve¬ 
rily  believe,  that  they  did  truly  and  faith¬ 
fully  impart  the  Advantages  or  Difadvan- 
tages  of  the  Medicines  they  made  ufe  of, 
with  refpect  to  thofe  Difiempers  they  had 
try’d  them  in,  without  ever  concerning 
themfelves  with  Reflections  on  the  Particu¬ 
lar  ways  of  zzchMedicines  producing  itsgood 
or  bad  EffeQs.  After  this  fucceeding  A- 
ges,  for  what  folid  Reafons  I  muff  freely 
pwn  is  to  me  wholly  unknown,  added  the 
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Signatures  of  Simples  in  Figure,  Colour ,  Tape, 
&c.as  Criteria, to  judge  of  their  Force  by  :  But 
this  Notion  to  me  appearing  extremely  pre¬ 
carious,  not  to  fay  worfe,  I  Dial]  not  trou¬ 
ble  my  felf  with  any  farther  Confidera- 
tion  of  it ;  no  more  than  I  fhall  with  another 
every  whit  as  well  grounded,  viz.  That 
filch  and  fuch  Plants  were  under  the  Do¬ 
minion  of  fhch  and  fuch  Planets :  The  Truth 
of  which  Opinion  likewife,  as  well  as  of 
the  foregoing,  according  to  my  weak  Ca¬ 
pacity,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to 
make  out  fatisfaftorily ,  to  any  unpreju¬ 
diced  Perfon.  Next  I  muft  rank,  but  whe¬ 
ther  in  order  of  time  I  will  not  pretend  to 
determine,  (hecaufe  the  ChjmiJis  pretend 
to  great  Antiquity  y  deriving  themfelves 
and  their  Art  from  Hermes  Trifaegiftus  at 
leaft,  if  not  from  Seth  the  Son  of- Adam) 
the  Andy  png  Simples ,  into  their  fir  It  Princi- 
pks.  But  here  I  fear  the  Torture  of  the 
x  ire  may  extort  from  them  fa  he  Confeffi, 
ons,  and  force  them  to  make  Difcoveries 
not  fit  to  be  relied  on.  And  though  I  will 
nqt  be  fo  foolifh,  as  well  as  difingenuous 
to  deny ,  that  Chymiflry  has  furnifh’d  us 
with  leveral  ufeful  and  not  ingrateful  Me- 
domes,  yet  I  muft  crave  leave  to  doubt, 
whether  it  do’s  not  oftner  egregioufly  de? 
ceiye  its  ftrifteft  Votaries,  than  fatisfie  their 

long-* 
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longing  Expectations.  And  that  I  am  not: 
the  only  Perfon  who  has  entertained  this 
Sufpicion,  if  it  were  neceffary,  I  could  in- 
fert  a  Caution  given  me  near  twenty  five 
years  Ago,  in  the  inf?.ncy  ci  my  Pr&Etite^ 
by  a  Pertbn  of  great  Probity  and  Candor, 
who  had  long  bent  his  Studies  that  yvay : 
But  I  fhall  wave  it,  as  being  too  exafpera- 
ting,  and  as  tome  perhaps  may  think  too 

fevere.  -  . 

But  none  of  thefe  already  mentioned 
Methods  affording  intire  Satisfaction,  to  the 
inquifitive  temper  ot  the  latter  Ages,  put 
the  Ingenious  upon  looking  out  afteE 
other  ways  of  Difcoverixg,  jl  poifible,  the 
Vires  Medic  tmtinum ,  which  though  they 
feem  at  firft  view  more  plaufible,  yet  are 
liable  to  no  lmall  Objections,  as  i  fhall  take 
occafion  more  fully  hereafter  to  *hew; 
though  for  the  prefent  1  fhall  forbear  any 
Confederation  of  them,  as  not  having  yet 

plained  my  way  to  them. 

What  I  fhall  further  urge  at  this  time 
Is,  That  fomeofthe  Simples  made  ufe  of 
among  the  Antients  are,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
left  to  our  Knowledge  ;  and  feveral  others 
of  them  if  they  are  not  wholly  loft,  yet 
I’m  very  apt  to  f  ufpe£f  have  quite  changed 
their  Names,  and  by  confequence  as  good 
as  loft  to  us.  In  Confirmation  of  what  I 

have 
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have  here  afferted  I  muft  freely  own,  that 
I  cannot  induce  my  felf  to  believe,  that 
the  Parthenium ,  Serf  ilium,  Pulegium ,  Ocy- 
mum,  and  feveral  others  there  mentioned, 
which  Celfus  (  Page  the  1 16th  of  the  Lin¬ 
den  Edition  1665. )  ranges  with  Portulaca, 
Papaveris  Folia ,  in  the  Lift  of  thofe  qua 
reprimunt  &  refrigerant,  are  the  fame  with 
thofe  which  we  now  call  by  the  fame 
Names,  notwithftanding  Vinum  it  felf  is 
inferted  in  the  fame  Catalogue ;  if  there* 
fore  we  are  fo  much  in  the  dark,  as  to  the 
Names  of  Simples,  which  were  in  Ufe, 
in  the  time  of  Celfus ,  who  is  fuppofed  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Le  Clerc ,  in  his  Hiftoire 
de  la  Medicine ,  to  have  Written  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  Reign  of  Augufus ,  or 
at  the  lateft,  about  the  beginning  of  that 
of  Tiberius ,  how  much  more  are  we  like¬ 
ly  to  be  in  the  dark,  as  to  thofe  made  ufe 
of  by  Hippocrates,  who  is  thought  by  the 
lame  Author  to  have  Flourifh’d,  above  four 
Hundred  Years  before  Celfus  ?  And  if  mif- 
led  by  the  Sounds  of  Words,  we  make 
ufe  of  Medicines  different  from  thofe  of 
the  Antients,  we  ought  not  at  any  time  to 
wonder,  that  our  Prefcriptions  produce 
not  the  fame  Eftefts  that  theirs  did. 


Since 
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Since  therefore  our  Knowledge  of  the 
immediate  Operations  of  Medicines  upon 
the  Fluids,  is  to  this  day  fo.  imperfedft: 
Since  there  remains  to  us  nothing  but  the 
bare  Names  of  Medicines  in  great  Ufe, 
and  by  Confequence  of  great  Efficacy  a- 
mong  the  Ancients  :  Since  feveral  Medi- 
tines  now  in  Ufe  among  us  agree  not  in 
Qualities  and  Virtues  with  thofe  oi  the 
like  Names  among  the  Ancients;!  hope,  all 
thofe  things  I  fay  confider’d,it  will  be  look’d 
upon  at  leaft  as  an  excufable,  if  not  a 
commendable  Defign,in  me  or  any  one  elie 
to  attempt  the  freeing  of  the  Art  of 
Phyfick,  from  that  Uncertainty  it  feems 
at  prefent  to  labour  under,  in  the  choice 
of  fit  and  proper  Means,  for  the  attaining 
thofe  Ends  it  aims  at,  in  its  Endeavours 
of  relieving,  and  fecuring  us  from  the  In- 
fults  of  many  oi  the  Enemies  of  our  Healths, 
by  hinting  at  leaft  at  a  likely  Method  fatis- 
fa&orily  to  difcover  both  the  true  Cau« 
fes  of  all  thofe  Difeafes  which  proceed 
from  Vicious  Difpofitions  of  the  Blood,  and 
the  real  Operations  of  all  forts  of  Medi¬ 
cines,  internally  exhibited,  in  order  to 
the  Effectual  Cures  of  the  faid  Difeafes .  But 
before  I  proceed  to  that,  I  muft  beg  leave 
not  only  to  mention,  but  alfo  fomething 
at  large  to  fpeak  of,  what  I  take  to  have 

been 
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been  another  great  Caufe,  of  the  fmali 
Improvement  made  in  the  Praftical  nart 
of  Phyfick  hitherto :  And  which  is  "the 
lalt,  which  I  intend  to  trouble  the  Rea 
aer  with.  And  that  is, 

IX.  The  frequently  fumbling  too  many 
Ingredients  together  in  Prejcriptions.  Cer. 
tam  y  the  Old  Rule  here,  if  any  where, 
olds  true,  Frufira  ft  per  plum  mod  fiat 
per  pauciora.  If  the  Difeafes  of  the  Fluids 
Mqi  thole  are  they,  upon  which  I  have 
principally  fact  my  Eye  in  this  Elfin)  pro¬ 
ceed  according  to  the  Opinion  already 
quoted  of  the  Ancients,  from  an  Exalt  L 
tion  of  this  or  that  Tafte  in  them,  (a  No¬ 
tion  the  Truth  of  which  I  can  fee  but 
little  to  call  in  queftion)  what  mighty 
huccefs  can  we  reafonably  expeft  from 
the  amalfing  together  Simples  of  Vari- 

as  wel*  as  Temperatures.  Is 
this  likely  to  deprefs  the  faid  Exal- 
tatwn  better  than  fingle  Medicines ,  aRen 
m  due  Dofa,  and  repeated  frequlnt  y 
enough  ?  Is  the  Confufion  of  Remedies  of 
ditferent  Re  .flies,  in  one  and  the  fame 

and  rU?B’  ly  to  produce  a  determinate 
and  certam  Effeft  ?  Mull  not  in  fuel.  Cora- 

and  iT  thf  iimp  es,aa  l!Pon  each  other, 
and  likewife  be  re-afted  upon  by  each  o. 

ther  ^ 


I 


(  78  ) 

ther  ?  And  the  mere  compounded  any  Me. 
dicament  is,  muft  not,  by  neceflfary  Con- 
fequeoce,  the  Actions  and  Redactions,  of 
the  ieveral  Compounding  Particulars,  be 
fo  much  the  greater  ;  and  thereby  the 
whole  Concrete  be,  ii  I  may  be  pet  milted 
fo  to  call  it,  a  Ter t turn  Quid,  vafijy  c! i He- 
rent  from  any  of  the  dimples  it  is  made 
up  of,  and  therefore  the  lefs  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  Operation  we  defign  it  for?  Or 
if  by  chance,  through  the  Predominancy 
of  any  one  of  the  Compounded  Simples, 
a  Cure  be  wrought,  or  real  good  be  done, 
how  extremely  difficult  may  it  prove,  to 
the  mod  piercing  Judgments,  to  deter¬ 
mine  from  which  of  them  the  Benefit 
proceeded,  unlefs  the  Brisknels  of  its  T  afee, 
the  Strength  of  its  Smell,  fhould  happen 
kindly  todifcover,  in  which  oi  its  Ingre¬ 
dients  its  Beneficent  Energy  lay  ?  Where¬ 
as  did  we  ftrictly  proceed  in  the  U!e  of 
Simple  Medicines,  or  if  that  feem  too  In¬ 
artificial,  did  we  in  our  Prefcriptions  fel- 
doni  or  never  combine  more  than  two,  or 
at  utmoft  three  how  ealie  in  Compari- 
fon,  might  we  hope  to  attain  to  a  morefa- 
tisfaftory,  and  more  certain  Knowledge 
of  the  Nature, and  Force  of  Remedies  ?  And 
in  truth  to  what  End  and  Purpofe  is  this 

Delufive,  and  I  had  almoft  faid  Pernici¬ 
ous 
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ous  Oftentation  of  Ingredients  in  a  Bill  ? 
Doss  their  Number  in  reality  render  them 
more  Effectual ,  or  lefs  Dangerous  >  If 
they  all  agree  and  aim  at  the  fame  In- 
tenticn,  would  it  not  be  of  as  good,  nay 
heaer  me,  to  give  any  one  of  them  in  a  fuf- 
ncicnt  Dote  .  jj  they  are  of  different  Na- 
tuics,  as  too  often  under  fome  fbecious 
Pretence  or  other  they  are,  may  they  not 
retard  if  not  deftroy  each  others  Operati- 
on  ■  Anj*  ihen  lliall  we  not  have  a  Pom¬ 
pous  Nothing,  forfo  I  muft  neceffarilv  caH 
that  which  works  no  EM?  If  they  are 
any  of.  them  of  too  Aftive  Princioles 
would  it  not  be  more  proper  wholly  to 
omit  them,  or  elfe  ,o  gire  them  i°  Lh 
lmall  quantities,  as  might  not  be  often  five 
and  yet  powerful  enough  without  Cor-’ 
reaives?  It  any  of  them  on  the  contrary 
are  fo  Torpid,  that  they  would  not  work 
of  themfelves,  unlefs  given  in  a  Dofe  dif- 
sgrecable  to  the  Stomach,  would  it  not  be 
moreadvifeahle,  abfolutely  to  banifhthem 
out  of  Praftice  for  their  unufefuinefs.and 
in  their  head  to  fubftitute filch  as  might, 
m  moi  e  Moderate  Dofes,  effe£tually  and 
yet  fafely  facisfie  the  fame  Indications,  than 
to  add  Stimulators  ?  Belides  is  not  one  fin- 
gle  Remedy,  tho’  perhaps  not  over  plea- 
lane  in  it  feifj,  likely  to  fit  more  eafie,  e- 

ven 
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ven  upon  the  weak  Stomach  of  a  Sick  Fer- 
fonj  than  a  Gallymaulry  of  many,  which 
confiding  of  various,  and  fometimes  con- 
trary  Tajles ,  may  difturb  the  Tone  of  the 
faid  Stomach,  fo  as  to  render  it  incapable, 
either  of  retaining  a  hdedicine  long  enough, 
or  of  receiving  it  often  enough,  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  good  Effects.  -  „  , 

i  am  well  aware,  that  to  an  which  I 
have  faid  upon  this  Topick,  it  may  be  re- 
ply’d,  That  were  we  always  to  deal  with 
Ample  Indications,  what  I  have  urged  might 
be  allow’d  to  have  fomewhat  of  Force,  but 
alas  the  Cafe  is  far  other  wife ;  and  we  gene¬ 
rally,  if  not  always,  have  more  than  one 

Intention  to  refpcft.  .  .  . 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  allowing  this 
Objeftion  the  utmoft  weight  it  is  capable 
of  yet  due  care  ought  to  be  had,  that  we 
do  not  unneceffarily  multiply  to  our  felves 
Indications.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to 
infill:  upon  this  Caution,  becaule  I  doubt 
not  but  that  oftentimes  many  Indications 
may  appear  to  be  in  a  Cafe,  where  only 
one  is  the  Principal,  and  the  reft  but  bare 
Attendants  ;  fo  that  when  the  Principal  is 
fatisfi’d,  the  reft  will  vanifh  with  it,  1  hat 
this  is  not  a  groundlefs  Surmife,  I  dare 
appeal  to  the  Determination  of  any  Man, 
who  fltall  but  allow  himfelf  the  Liberty 
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!0  refleft  upon  the  Variety  of  Symptom e 
attending  all  Intermitfcnts.  Before  the  dif- 
coveE-y  of  the  Indian  Bark ,  how  many  di» 
ftinct  Indications did  they  afford  ?  And  yet  we 
now  fee,  That  that  one  Remedy,  effectually 
anlwers  them  all.  From  whence  mull  un¬ 
deniably  be  deduced  one  of  thefe  two 
Conclufions:  Either  Fir  ft,  that  by  corre&- 
mg  one  peculiar  Specifick  Difirafte  of  the 
Blood,  or  any  Fluid  or  Fluids,  if  that  Difeafe 
really  takes  its  Rife  from  any  Vice  therein  (for 
it  is  not  pretended  that  the  Ccrt.PeruvAo’s  u- 
iually  procure  any  fenfible  Evacuation,  and 
therehyaftually  carry  offtheMorbifick  mat¬ 
ter)  or  by  reftoring  a  due  Tone  to  th e  Solids 
pr  any  of  them,  if  it  fliall  be  thought  more 
National  to  affign  the  Source  of  the  faid 
Dijtempersy  to  any  Difajfeffion  in  them,  the 
whole  Syndrome  of  Symptomes ,  how  multi® 
farious  foever,  is  at  once  mitigated  and  re- 
iieved?  and  the  Sick  Perfon  reinitiated  ir% 
Health.  Or  elfe  Secondly ,  (  which  affords 
?  tp01*6  direft  Anfwer  to  the  Objection )  that 
it  is  poffible ,  with  one  fingle  Medicine 3 
to  fatisfie  many  Intentions .  And  indeed 
there  oeing  but  few,  if  any  Medicines \  blit 
wmt  are  indued  (or  at  leaft  fuppoied  fo 
tohej  with  V trims  faculties ,  I  can  fee  no 
reafon  to  queftipn,  but  that  various  Jhten- 
tfom  may  be  fufficiently  fatisfyed  by  one 

P  1 
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Simple  ;  provided  due  Care  be  ufed  in  the 
choice  of  it.  But  after  all,  fuppofing  a  Cafe 
fo  complicated,  that  the  ufe  of  one  Simple 
will  not  be  fufficient,  to  enabie  us  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  feverai  Ends,  we  mud  have  in 
View,  I  cannot,  according  to  my  prelent 
Apprehenfions,  think  it  advifeable  for  the 
Rea  Ions,  above  hinted  ,  in  a  Frefcription 
to  make  ufe  of  4,  or  6,  much  iefs  to  cramtn 
in  10,  or  12,  when  two  may  perform  the 
bufioefs  much  better.  The  Celebrated  Etmul - 
hr  feems  himfelf  to  be  of  the  Opinion,  when 
he  fays,  prtjlat  quatuor  quam  Centum >  (peak¬ 
ing  fcmewhere  accidentally  what  number 
of  Ingredients  it  may  be  convenient  to  in- 
fert  in  a  Bill. 

Thus  I  have  ventured  freely  to  hint  at 
thole  things  which  I  take  to  have  been  the 
True  Caufes,  why  the  Art  of  Curing  has 
for  feveral  Ages  made  fo  fmall  a  Frogrefs  in 
the  World.  Whether  my  Sufpicions  are  juft 
and  well  grounded,  I  fhall  as  freely  leave  to 
the  more  judicious,  ferioufly  and  confiderate- 
ly  with  themfelves  to  Difcufs  and  Determine, 
If  in  any  I  have  grofsly  erred,  as  perhaps 
I  may  have  done  in  all,  I  muft  clear  my 
felf  from  any  wilful  Malice,  by  folemnly 
Protefting,  that  nothing,  but  an  earned  De¬ 
fire  to  be  truly  ferviceable,  as  much  as 
Ites  in  my  Power,  to  the  General  Good  of 
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Mankind,  has  moved  me  to  this  underta« 

king .  Which  therefore  I  hope  will  meet 

with  the  more  favourable  Reception,  from 

any  who  are  more  Friends  to  Truth,  (how 

meanly  dreft  it  may  appear  in  Publick  J  and 

the  Common  Benefit,  than  to  Faftion  and 
Party. 

I  cannot  but  own,  that  feveral  of  the 
Laujes,  which  I  have  affigned  of  the  little 
improvement  made  in  Medicine ,  are  foreign 
to  my  Defigns,  (which  were,  firji,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  Methods,  in  latter  Ages  made  ufe 
Oj,  in  Investigating  the  immediate  Operations 

of  Remedies, upon  vitiated  Humane  Bloods  : 

And  fecondly ,  to  propole  a  Neva  one ,  which 
at  prefent  appears  to  me  both  fa fe  and  fa- 
tisfactory,  and  lefs  liable  to  Cenfure  than 
any  of  thofe  which  I  fhall  refleft  upon  • 
and  which  may  tend  at  the  fame  time  to 
give  us  a  righter  Notion  of  the  True  Can - 
Jvs  o  Difeafes,  at  lea  ft  of  fuch  as  proceed 
from  any  Peccancy  in  that  Crimjon  Fluid  ) 
but  I  hope  that  the  Candid  Reader  will 
not  be  offended  at  thofe  Bigreffions,  which 
ihould  they  ferioufly  be  attended  to, may  if  I 
nave  not  taken  my  aim  amifs,  in  time  to 
come,  help  to  fet  Medicine  upon  a  not-to- 
oe-fhaken  Bafa  and  render  it,  as  the  moft 
neceffary,  fo  the  moft  ufeful  Art;  by  taking 
sway,  if  it  be  poffible,  all  Uncertainty  from 

F  2  ,  the 
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the  Practice  of  it,  and  thereby  freeing  li 
from  any  Colour  of  Contempt,  among 
the  ignorant  Vulgar,  who  for  the  moft 
part  judge  of  ail  things  only  by  the  Event. 

And  now  it  is  high  time  to  take  into  Con¬ 
federation  feme  at  leaf!:  of  thofe  Methods, 
which  the  Inquifitive  have  thought  fit  to 
make  ufe  of,  in  order  to  the  more  fully  fa- 
tisfying  themielves  of  the  Immediate  Ope¬ 
rations  of  Remedies  on  the  Blood  in  Hu¬ 
mane  Bodies.  For  as  to  the  other  Fluids, 
looking  upon  them,  as  either  Products  of, 
or  Secretions  from  that,  I  fhall  not  think 
my  felf  obliged  much  to  enlarge  upon  themj 
for  Reafons  hereafter  to  be  fpecified. 

The  two  Methods,  which  I  fhall  more 
particularly  Confider,  are ; 

Fir (l.  That  wherein,  in  order  to  the  fa- 
tisfying  our  Curiofities,  Medicines  are  mixt 
with  Extravafdted  Blood. 

Secondly ,  That  wherein  Experiments  are 
made  by  Injecting  Medicines ,  Immediately 
into  the  Veins  of  Living  Animals . 

Each  of  thefe  Methods  are  faulty,  at  leaft: 
they  appear  fo  to  me  \  either  in  th e;  Subjects 
they  are  exercifed  upon,  or  in  the  Way 
of  making  the  Experiments ;  and  the  latter 
in  both,  as  I  hope  in  the  Sequel  evidently 
to  make  out,  to  any  unprejudiced  Per* 
lbn. 


As 
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As  to  the  firfl  Method,  I  cannot  deny 
when  thole  Experiments  are  made  upo  i 
the  Blood  ( or  upon  the  Serum  or  othjr 
Fluids )  of  a  Man,  that  they  are  fo  far 
tryed  upon  proper  Subjells.  And  yet  even 
in  thefe  Experiments,  there  are  many  Cir~ 
cumftances,  which  to  me  render  them  very 
far  from  being  Satisfa&ory  :  Or  which  at 
leaft  raifefuch  Clouds  in  my  Underftand- 
ing,  that  I  cannot  at  leaft  clearly  difcover, 
how  Experiments,  thus  circu m ftantiated 
can  poflibly  give  us  the  Satisfaftion,  we 
defiie  and  seek  after.  For  to  me  it  ap¬ 
pears  fomething  more  than  a  doubt,  Whe- 
th^r  the  Operations  of  Medicines ?  upon  fix™ 
travafated  and  Circulating  Blood ,  be  always 

1  ev1e'h.  t^e  &nae.  The,  uninterrupted  and 
rapid  Circulation  of  the  Blood  muft  of  ne- 
cefTity  more  throughly,  more  univerfally 
more  equally ,  and  more  intimately  mix 
any  Medicine,  when  regularly  admitted 
into  its  Mafs,  with  its  Conftituent  Parts  • 
and  by  the  perpetual  CoBifion  of  this  Noble 
Fuid  thus  impregnated,  againft  the  inter¬ 
nal  fides  of  the  .Containing  Blood-Veffels , 
and  by  its  forcibly  {training  it,  through 
the  minuteft  Extremities  of  them,  grind, 
as  I  may  call  it,  the  Medicine  into  inlnite- 
,y  imaller  Particles,  than  can  with  the  leaft 
pi  etence  of  Reafon,  from  any  way  of  mix- 
mg  it,  yet  found  out,  with  Blood  Extra- 

P  ?  vafated- 
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vafated.  For  if  the  Medicine  be  only  dropt 
into  the  Blood,  when  once  out  of  the 
Veins,  though  never  fo  infiantaneoufly  af¬ 
ter  its  Emiffion,  if  it  be  not  affifted  by 
flirring,  the  whole  quantity  of  the  Extra- 
fted  Blood  cannot  be  equally  afted  upon 
by  the  faid  Medicine,  but  thofe  parts,  that 
lieneareft  to  the  infufed  Medicine,  will  be 
more  vigorouflv  affeded  ;  and  thofe  further 
eff,  but  faintly, if  at  all.  If  the  Blood  be  ftirr’d 
a  litttle,  ’tis  true  that  the  Force  and  Effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  Medicine  will  be  more  exten- 
lively  difperfed,  into  a  larger  Compafs  of 
the  Mafs,  but  I  doubt  a  fufficient  mixture 
will  not  fucceed ,  to  give  us  intire  Satif- 
faftion  in  our  Enquiries.  And  if  it  fhall 
be  very  much  Agitated ,  in  order  to  the 
intimately  blending  the  Blood  and  Medi¬ 
cine  together  univerfally  alike,  I  fear  this 
likewife  will  difappoint  our  Expettations. 
For  this  violent  and  continued  Agitation , 
by  infeparably  uniting  the  Serum  and  the 
Globuli  together ,  will  prevent  our  difco- 
vering  fatisfa&odly ,  what  Operation  the 
Medicine  has  had,  upon  either  the  one  or 
the  other.  And  if,  to  avoid  this  laft  na¬ 
med  Inconvenience,  the  Agitation  be  per¬ 
formed  holding  the  VelTel,  into  which  the 
Blood  is  emitted  and  the  Medicine  infufed, 
over  the  fire ;  or  if  to  remove  it  after  the 
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Agitation,  the  laid  VeiTel  be  exposed  to 
the  Fire,  in  order  to  accelerate  a  Separation 
ot  the  Serum,  from  the  Globule  it  may 
create  a  doubt  in  the  Mind  of  a  fcrimu- 

n  Un  PLfoo».  whether  the  Alterations,  Phe 
,  ,  a  „  ih,en  find’  he  more  the  Prod  lift  of 
the  Medicine  infus’d,  or  of  the  Heat  of 

r  k  curd  or_ whether  they  may  not  be 
Juch  Effects  of  both  together,  as  would 
not  have  been  produc’d,  by  either  of 
them  fingly  by  itfelf. 

But  when  thefe  Experiments  are  made 
upon  the  Bloods  of  other  Animals,  I  hope 
it  wdl  not  be  thought  ftrange,  if  I  fhould 
allert,  that  they  are  ftiil  much  lefs  fatif. 

not  only  for  the  Reafons  already 
3  Iign  d,  but  alio  becaufe  they  are  not  try’d 
upon  proper  Subjeds ;  as  I  fljall  have  oc 
cafion  by  and  by  to  evince. 

However  at  prefent  fuppofing,  tho’  not 
granting,  that  this  way  of  Experiment  izin? 
tne  Force  of  Remedies  upon  the  Bloods  ©T 
rrational  Animals,  were  obnoxious  to  nei- 
her  o,  the  Objeftions  already  advanc’d,  I 
ihall  proceed  to  enquire,  What  Satisfafti- 
u"’f°/  the  Advantage  of  Practice ,  we  may 

n  P  ,or»  01  exP®&  from  thence ;  which  I 
ihall  do,  by  making  fome  juft  RefleGions, 
upon  one  or  two  of  thofe  fuccinftly  Com- 
m U  lcaccd.t0  us>hy  the  truly  Ingenious  Mr„ 

4  Friend., 
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$ rieni)  in  his  Emmenologu,  and  by  ma¬ 
king  fome  iuitable  Remarks  upon  a  like 
Number  of  thole  of  the  defer vedly  Far 
mous  Baglivy. 

But,  before  I  enter  upon  this,  it  will 
be  neceffary  for  me  once  for  all  to  purgs 
my  felf  from  the  lead  defign  in  the  Ex¬ 
amining  either  this,  or  the  other  Method  of 
finding"  out  the  Operations  of  Medicines , 
of  Unmannerly,  oj  MaliciouOy  refle&ing 
upon  the  Worthy  Author  juft  mention’d, 
viz.  Mr.  Friend whofe  Book  it  felf  does 
fuflBciently  prove  him  to  be  a  Perfon  of 
Solid  Learning,  and  indefatigable  Induflry 
in  bis  Enquiries  ;  and  one  who  is  likely  to 
be  an  Ornament  to  the  Age.  If  therefore 
either  in  this  place,  or  any  where  elfe  here¬ 
after,  X  {hall  feem  to  pafs  too  fevere  Cen- 
iures,  upon  any  of  his  Experiments,  I  do 
here  faithfully  allure  him,  and-  folemnly 
ptoteft  to  the  whole  World,  that  they  do 
mot  proceed  from  any  DifrefpeQ:  to  his 
Perfon,  (for  which  I  have  as  defervedly  a 
great  Veneration,  as  hecanhimfelf  wifhj 
bw  from  the,  at  prefent  to  me,  Unfatisfa- 
ftorinefs  of  the  Experiments  tfaemfelves. 
And  as  to  the  other  univerfally  and  defer- 
v.cdly  admired  Author,  the  Great  Baglivy 
h  mean ;  I  hope  that  the  Sentiments,  which 
I'hiye  above,  with  the  yrrnoft  Sincerity  ex*. 
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prefs’d  both  of  his  Perfon  and  Works,  will 
be  fufficient  not  only  to  prevent  any  man¬ 
ner  of  Sufpicion,  of  defigning  in  the  leaft 
to  detraft  from  his  Merit,  but  alfo  to  e- 
vince  to  the  whole  World,  that  it  is  with 
the  greateft  Relu£lance  imaginable,  that 
I  am  forc’d  todiffent  from  the  Opinion  he 
feems  to  have  entertain’d  of  the  mighty 
Ufefulnefs  ot  thefe  forts  of  Experiments, 

towards  the  Improvement  of  the  Practice 

of  Pbyfick. 

Thole  which  I  fhall  at  this  time  pitch 
upon,  as  tending  to  evince  the  more  than 
ordinary  Ufefulnefs  of  this  firjt  fort  of  Ex - 
perimentizing  the  Operations  of  Medicines,  on 
and  in  the  Blood,  toward  the  fettling  a 
certain  Practice,  final!  be  the  6th.  and  1 2th. 
Qf  thofe  Experiments,  mention’d  by  Mr: 
Friend,  in  the  Book  aforecited,  by  mixing 

Remedies  with  Blood  drawn  from  the  Jrd 
tery  of  a  Dog. 

The  Sixth  acquaints  us,  that  the  mix- 
ture  of  A  qua- fort  is  with  that  Blood,  produced 
a  ftrong  Fermentation  and  Coagulation,  &c. 
(which  are  not  incredible^  and  concludes, 
that  the  Juice  of  Bifort  wrought  almoft 
the  fame  Effects.  Now  would  notthe  Se¬ 
rious  Confideration  of  the  like  Effects,  from 
two  fuch  differing  Remedies,  mafeeaStoick 
lay  by  tor  a  while. his  Apathy  ■>  and  Smile  at 

lead  ? 
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jeaft  ?  Or  mu  ft  we  fairly  from  hence  in¬ 
fer,  that  the  Juice  of  Innocent  Bifiort  is 
almoft  as  rank  a  Poifon  as  Aquafortis  l 

The  Twelfth  Experiment  informs  us,  that 
by  the  Mixture  of  Balm  of  Gilead,  with 
fosne  of  the  fame  Blood,  the  fa  id  Blood 
was  much  thickened ,  and  turned  as  it 
were  into  Putnd.  Would  any  that  was  a 
perfect  Stranger  to  the  Virtues  of  Medicines', ■, 
from  this  Cha  rafter  fo  much  as  dream, 
that  this  Simple  deferved  to  be  Celebrated, 
for  its  Sanative  or  any  other  good  Quali¬ 
ty  ?  Its  thickening  faculty  might  make  him 
apt  to  hope,  that  it  might  be  of  fome 
Service  in  Cafes  where  the  Confiftence  of 
the  Blood  was  too  thin ;  but  even  there 
the  Con  fidera  tion  that  it  was  of  a  Putrifying 
Nature,  muft  of  neceffity  render  him  Cau¬ 
tious  how  he  recommended  it,  il  not  ab- 
folutely  deter  him  from  the  Ufe  of  it. 

4  « 

I  will  not  here  remark,  how  improper  a 
Method  of  Expei  imentizing  the  Force  of 
Medicines,  it  is  to  mix  them  fincere,  i.  e. 
unaltered  with  the  Blood ;  but  refer  that 
Confideraticn  to  my  Rcfleftions  on  the  o- 
tlier  Method  oi  Indagating  the  Medicinal 
faculties  of  Simples  :  To  which  Ilhall  now 
betake  jny  fell,  and  upon  which  I  fhall 
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dwell  fomewhat  longer,  than  I  have  done 
upon  this  Former. 

I  doubt  not ,  but  that  the  Experiment  & 
hfttforia ,  were  at  firft  attempted,  with  a 
Defign,  chiefly  if  not  folely,  to  prevent 
the  Obje&ions  fo  obvious  againit  the  for¬ 
mer  Method.  But,  upon  a  nicer  weigh¬ 
ing  of  all  Circumftances,  I  am  apt  to 
think  it  will  appear,  that  this  latter  Me¬ 
thod  is  liable  to  no  fewer,  nay  perhaps  to 
many  more,  than  that  already  fpoken 

To  fpeak  my  prefent  Sentiments  free¬ 
ly,  tho’  with  all  due  Submiffion  to  bet- 
ter  Judgments,  bating  only  that  thefe 
Experiments  are  made  upon  Circulating 
Bloods ;  I  cannot  fee  what  there  is  in  them 
to  recommend  them.  For  if  we  confider 
the  Subjects  that  they  are  try’d  upon,  they 
feemtome  improper ,  as  can  be  chofen  :  If 
we  confider  the  ways  made  ufe  of  in  the 
Management  of  them,  they  feem  as  irre¬ 
gular  as  can  well  be  thought  on  :  And 
if  we  confider  the  Succefs  of  them,  I  flat¬ 
ter  my  felt,  that  the  unprejudiced  parr  of 
■Mankind  will  with  me  acknowledge  them 

!ir./rora  Satisfactory,  not  to  call  them 
1  rmuii. 
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4s  to  the  Subjects  made  ufe  of,  it  is  true 
as  already  acknowledged,  that  they  are 
the  Circulating  Bloods,  not  indeed  oi  Meny 
(  for'  whole  Benefits  thefe  Experiments  are 
or  ought  to  be  chiefly  defigned  )  but  of  o- 
ther  Animals . 

I  will  not  deny,  but  that  the  Bloods  of 
Brutes;,  as  well  as  that  of  Man,  do.confili 
of  Serum  and  Craff amentum  or  GLhuli  .  and 
no  doubt  but  upon  Diftillation  they,  may, 
if  rightly  managed,  aswellas  ic,  yield  Spi¬ 
rit,  Salt ,  Ojly  Phlegm ,  and  Caput  Mortuum 0 
But  will  this  proye,  that  they  all  cOnfift  of 
the  very  fame  Conffituent  Parts  ?  Or  that  the 
Conjlituent  Parts  of  all,  are  all  fo  e^aftly 
alike  modifyed,  that  there  are  no  manner 
of  Diverjifications  among  them?  May  not, 
nay  do  not  the  different  Diets,  and  different 
waysofLiving,as  plainly  fhew,as  ifthe  Noti¬ 
on  were  written  witf)  &  Sun  Beam,  that  the 
Bloods  of  them  are,  not  only  Individually, 
but  alfo  Specifically  different?  Muir  not 
the  different  Foods  oi  Brutes ,  by  a  neceffary 
Confequence ,  produce  different  forts  of 
Bloods ,  fince  the  Bloods  of  Animals  are  .ge¬ 
nerated,  or,  at  leaft  as  I  may  fay  repro¬ 
duced,  from  the  Foods  they  take  in?  And 
do’s  not  even  Experience  teach  us, that  what 
may  be  Deleterious  to  one  Animal ,  may  be 
Alimentary  or  Cordial  to  another  ?  It  tnefe  „ 
/  '  '  \  things,. 
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things  be  true,  as  I  believe  they  wift  not 
admit  of  the  leaft  doubt,  I  beg  to  be  fur- 

a  hClsfyed’  whether  a  Prudent  and  Ho- 
nelt  Mart  may  iafely  argue  from  the  Bloods 
of  Brutes  to  the  Bloods  of  Men  ?  Or  to  fpeak 
in  other,  and  perhaps  more  intelligible 
Termsjs  any  Philofopher  or  Phyfician  infal- 
Jibiy,  nay  morally  Certain,  that  whatfoever 
operation  any  Medicine,  whether  Simple  or 
Compound,  exerts  upon  the  Blood  of  a  Calf 
or  a  Dog  (I  chafe  to  inftance  in  theft  two" 
becaufe  the  one  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  moft 
Sagacious  Bagltvj ,  and  the  other  bv  the 
Ingenious  Mr.  Friend  )  the  fame  it  will  ex¬ 
ert  upon  that  of  a  Man  ?  Can  I  or  any 

one  elle  Conclude,  for  inftance,  becaule 

luch  and  fueh  a  Medicine ,  or  Medicines s  ch\ 
Attenuate,  and  Rarefie,  or  Thicken,  and 
Coagulate  the  Scarlet  Fluid  Mafs,  of  either 
or  both  theft  Creatures,  that  the  fame  Afc- 
dmne  or  Medicines  will  produce  the  very 

EHe£lS’  Up°n  that  of  3  R^iond  And 

I  am  not  mfenfiblc,  that  it  may  be  ur¬ 
ged  upon  me,  That  though  i  will  not  al- 
ow  the  a  a//;  J  fllch 

a  hve  upon  Grafs,  or  any  other  Food 

wkh  M5  n?t  agr-eeable  t0  that  where- 
Z0Z  «  COntlnua,,y  n°urifhed,  to  be 
froper  Subjects  to  make  Experiments  upon, 

yet 
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yet  furcly  I  will  not  deny,  but  that  tbe 
Blood  of  Dogs,  who  generally  feed  as  their 
Mafters  do ,  as  living  for  the  moft  part 
upon  their  Offals  that  go  from  their  Ta¬ 
bles,  may  be  admitted,  as  wot  improper  Sub¬ 
jects  for  fuch  Inquiries, 

To  this  I  anfwer.  That  it  is  true  that 
thefe  Domejlick  Animals  are  often,  but  not 
alway,  fed  with  the  Refufe  of  iuch  Food 
as  Men  may  and  do  live  upon;  but  that 
this  is  purely  accidental ,  and  introduced 
by  our  fondnefs  for  them ,  and  therefore 
not  Natural,  their  Natural  Diet  being  Raw 
Flefh,  and  Reaking  Blood.  Now  I  much 
queftion,  and  I  think  juftly  too,  whether 
any  Cuffom,  how  long  foever  continued, 
be  fufficient  totally  to  Eradicate  Nature ; 
and  make  it  ceafe  to  be  what  it  really  was 
ab  Origine.  To  this  I  may  further  add, 
That  the  Ferment,  that  is  in  the  Stomach 
of  a  Dog,  is  fo  powerful  as  to  diffolve  e- 
ven  Bones:  unlefs  that  effeft  ought  rather 
to  be  attributed  to  a  ftronger  Heat  of  his 
Stomach,  than  that  of  a  Man.  However, 
take  it  which  way  you  pleafe,  it  muft  al- 
moil  evidently  prove,  that  the  Blood  of 
a  Dog  is  not  truly  Analagous,  to  that  of 
a  Man,  by  reafon  it  is  continually  fupply- 
ed  and  regenerated ,  from  a  Chyle  which 

is  either  impregnated  with  a  ftronger  Fer¬ 
ment  ^ 
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or  produced  by  a  much  greater  De¬ 
gree  of  Heat, ,  and  probably  therefore  more 
exalted,  than  that  of  a  Man.  Further  we 
have  juft  reafon  to  fufpeft,  That  the  Blood 
of  this  Animal  do’s  in  particular  abound 
with  much  more  Bile,  than  that  of  a  Man, 
if  we  infpeft  the  Excrements  of  each:  for 
to  me,  the  great  eft  part  of  the  Bile  feems 
to  be  intimately  mixt  with  the  Blood  of 
Dogs,  there  being  fo  little  of  it  to  be  dis¬ 
covered  in  their  Stercora ,  which  generally 
much  refembie  in  Colour  and  Confidence 
thofe  of  liter  kk  Perfons.  Befides  in  a  Do? 
tnfenfible  Perfpiration  (which,  according  to 
the  accurate  Sanitorius,  is  the  moft  plenti¬ 
ful  Evacuation  in  Humane  Bodies  in  fla- 
tu  Sano)  feems  to  be  totally  fupprefs’d.  How 
the  Defect  of  this  continual  and  plentiful, 
though  unobferved  Difcharge  is  fupplyed’ 

I  will  not  pretend  here  to  determine ;  but 
hope  it  will  not  be  thought  extravagant  in 
me,  to  fuppofe  that  the  want  of  it  muft 
ftrangely  alter  the  Nature  and  Difpofition 
of  a  Dog’s  Blood,  from  that  of  a  Man 
( though  we  fhould  grant  it  to  be  daily  re¬ 
newed  by  Chyle ,  of  the  very  fame  Nature 
with  that  of  Men ;)  it  being  denied  by  none, 
that  I  know  of,  That  a  Deleft  of  infenfi- 
ble  Perfpiration  in  Men  is  capable  of  fb 
tar  altering  the  Crafts  of  the  Blood,  as  to 

y 

pro- 


i 


/ 
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prodace  violent  Difeafes.  But  to  pat  it  out 
of  all  manner  of  doubt,  and  to  leave  no 
room  for  Evafion.  That  there  is  a  Great 
and  Real  Difirepancy  between  the  Humours , 
and  by  confequence  between  the  Bloods  ot 
thefe  two  Creatures,  I  need  only  appeal  to 
the  Rabies  of  Dogs ;  the  Saliva  of  whom  thus 
diftempered,  efpecially  if  it  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  die  Blood,  though  through  the 
fmalleft  Wounds;  or  conveyed  through 
the  Gems  of  the  Membranes  to  th e  brain, 
or  Meninges  ( if  we  may  believe  Credita¬ 
ble  Authors)  is  capable  of  exciting  fucji 
ftupendous  Symptomes,  in  all  forts  of  A- 
nimals,  and  particularly  Men.  Now  if  this 
did  not  proceed  from  a  peculiar  DiJpofuton 

of  Humours  irritated ,  I  fee  00  reaf°n  r° 
doubt,  why  the  Furor  ot  Men  fhould  not 
be  apt  to  run  out  into  fuch  extraordinary 
Phenomena,  as  well  when  it  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  the  Biting  of  a  Mad  Dog,  as  when  it 

(3  id  1  v 

If  therefore  no  certain  Inferences  can  be 
drawn  from  Experiments  made  upon  fucli 
improper  Subjects,  of  what  real  Vje  and  Ad¬ 
vantage  can  they  be,  towards  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Phyfnk,  efpecially  in  the  Praxis  of 

it  ? 
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What  I  have  already  infifted  on,  will  i 
doubt  not  with ^unprejudiced,  confided 
ing  lerion,  lufficiently  prove  the  Impro¬ 
priety  of  the  Subjects  herein  made  ufe  of 
and  by  confequence  the  Vnprofitabienefs  of 
this  Jecond  Way ,  ol  endeavouring  to  fatif- 
he  our  felves  about  the  Natures  of  Reme¬ 
dies,  and  about  their  Genuine  Operations  in 
the  Curing  thofe  Dtjeafes ,  to  which  the 
Boues  of  Men  are  fo  Obnoxious.  And  in 
truth  I  cannot  but  think,  if  I  had  nothing 
further  to  add,  that  what  I  have  already 
urged,  is  more  than  enough  to  evince  the 
Vanity  of  hoping  rightly  to  inform  our  Judg¬ 
ments  in  thefe  particulars,  by  managing 
our  Enquiries  in  thefe  Methods  :  But  that 
I  may  further  confirm  my  Aflertion,  I  fhall 
in  the  next  place  endeavour  to  prove,  that 
thefe  Experiments,  were  they  not  faulty 
upon  Account  of  their  Subjects ,  are  not 
duty  made,  and  therefore  are  far  from  be- 

ing  capable  of  giving  an  intire  Satisfa- 
it  ton.  J 

I  he  Truth  of  this  feeming  Paradox,  I 
doubt  not,  will  evidently  appear  to  any  one 

who  will  but  allow  himfelf  calmly  to  com 

fider,  either  how  improper  for  the  ends 
aimed  at,  the  Places,  or  Canals  are,  which 
are  made  choice  of  for  the  immediate  con- 
veying  the  Medicine  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood ; 

G  or 
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or  how  little  the  laid  Medicines  are  previ- 
oufly  prepared  for  fuch  an  Intromiffion:  Or 
tartly,  how  little  regard  is  generally  had  to 
the  Doling  of  the  Medicines  fo  intromit¬ 
ted,  into  the  Veins.  All  which  three  Con- 
fiderations  I  Qiall  treat  of  joyntly,  in  one 
continued  Thread  of  Difcourfe,  as  they 
fiiall  fall  in  my  way,  without  troubling 
my  felf  regularly  to  fubdivide  upon  them, 
and  to  fpeak  of  them  feparately  under 
diifinfl:  Heads* 

As  to  th ePUces  or  Canals, wherein  to  thefe 
Medicines  are  injefled,  they  are  fome  large 
Veins,  which  for  the  Conveniency  of  the 
Operation,  lie  near  the  Habit  of  the  Body : 
generally  the  Jugular,  and  fometime  the 
Crural .  Now  the  Veins  being  by  the  All¬ 
wife  Creator  folely  defigned  for  Canals ,  for 
conveying  the  Blood  in  its  Rejlux  to  the 
Heart,  I  can  by  no  means  think  them  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  receiving  immediately  into  their 
Capacities,  Crude  Medicines.  For  the  more 
fully  proving  this,  it  will  not  be  amifs 
briefly  to  confider  the  Nature,  both  of  the 
Blood  repafling  through  thefe  VelTels,  and 
of  the  Medicines  direftly  injefted  into  them, 
by  them  who  are  curious  in  making  this 
fort  of  Experiments . 

As  to  the  Nature  of  the  Blood,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  that  whatever  the  feveral 

Con* 
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Conftituent  Parts  ot  it  may  be,  feparate- 
ly  confidered,  yet  that  the  Mixture  of  them 
altogether  in  their  due  Proportions,  produce 
fcmethmg  ib  Balfanuek  and  agreeable,  as 
is  not  capable  of  irritating  the"  TunkLes ■  of 
tlie  /  ««,  or  at  leaft  no  more  than  may¬ 
be  neceflary  gently  to  a  Hi  i  t  its  Circula¬ 
tion. 


.  As  to  the  Natures  of  the  Medicines  in¬ 
jected,  it  would  be  endlefs  to  enter  into 
a  particular  Confideration  of  every  one  of 
tnem  fingly,  which  generally  are  or  may 
be  made  ufe  of  in  this  Method  of  Expel 
nmentizwg:  Nor  is  it  any  ways  neceflary 
o  be  exceeding  nice  in  this  particular,  it 
being  fufficient  for  my  prefent  purpofe,  to 
remark  in  general,  that  they  are  far  from  be- 
ing  of  the  Nature  of  the  Blood :  And  in¬ 
deed  it  they  were  not,  they  could  no tAcl 
ufon  and  Alter  the  Blood.  But  this  I  may 
add  that  thofe  which  are  for  the  moft  part 
made  ufe  ofin  this  kind  of  Procedure,  are  for 
the  mo/f  part  Actd or  Acrimonious ,  or  other- 
Wife  praty  active  in  their  Faculties. 

,  r1S’  wb',cb  *s  ad  I  require,  being  gran. 

r  n  r  leave  t0  ProPofe  Pome  Queries. 
Tan  th®  1 n!ls  be  Pr°Per  Receptacles  for  Me- 

they  no r, 

he  Intromiffion  ot  fuch  difagreeabie 

^ 2  Gueils^ 
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G ue fts,  be  prodigioufly  Irritated,  if  they  are 
capable  of  any  Senfation ?  Or  if  they  are 
not,  muff  they  not  at  the  leaft  be  vaftly 
extended,  beyond  their  due  Bulk,  by  the 
Addition  of  the  quantity  of  the  injeCted 
Medicine ,  to  the  quantity  of  the  already 
contained  Blood,  even  though  no  Fermen¬ 
tation,  or  Ebullition  fhould  attend  their  Mix¬ 
ture  ,  which  is  fcarce  to  be  imagined  ? 
When  the  Medicine  injected  in,  and  the 
Blood  injeCted  into,  confift  of  fuch  differ¬ 
ing  Principles  ;  May  not  the  Convulsions, 
which  generally  fucceed  Experiments,  be 
produced  by  fome  Miafmata, elevated  by  the 
Fermentations ,  occafioned  by  the  Lucia  ot 
the  Medicines ,  and  the  Blood  convey’d 
through  the  pores  or  Fibres  of  the  V tins, 
direCtly  to  the  neareft  Nerves,  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Propagines, communicated  from  them 
immediately  to  the  Brain,  and  its  Meninges, 
the  Fountains  of  them,  and  from  thence 
tranfmitted  to  the  whole  Syft  ernes  of  Nerves , 
Membranes  and  Mufcles  ? 

If  any  {hall  fufpeCt  the  Probability  of 
this  Notion,  I  fhall  in  Confirmation  of  it 
refer  him  for  further  Satisfaction,  to  Expe¬ 
riment  I.  in  the  defervedly  Celebrated  Bag- 
livf s  Differtation,  De  ufu  &  abuju  Vt c fee  an¬ 
num,  Cap.  i.  Where  he  will  find  the  Cada¬ 
ver  of  a  Dog,  into  whofe  Jugular  the  1  in- 

Cture 
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cturz-of  Cant  harides  had  been  inje&ed  being 
opened,  that  part  of  the  Neck,  where  the 
Experiment  had  been  try’d  ( the  Solids 
there  no  doubt  were  fufficiently  guarded 
from  any  Immediate  Contaft  of  the  Me! 
dicine  injected,  by  the  intervention  of  the 

P-Zl  °‘  SJ!hml  Sphacelated,  and 
ham,.  I  he  lute  ertecf  (as  may  be  feen 

Page  the  268th  of  the  pretended  London 

1  ion  in  1 2°,  1703.  of  his  Specimen  de  Ft- 

hlLlm\C\  &M°r,bofa  >  in  Page  the 
fjth  of  Works,  printed  at  Lyons,  in 
4  ,  170^.)  did  fucceed  the  injeftion  of  a 
ue  quantity  of  Sp  Vitriol  (  but  what  that 
due  quantity  was,  the  Learned  Author  has 
not  thought  fit  to  inform  us  )  into  the  left 
jugular  Of  a  Dog  hkewife.  And  here  by 
the  way,  upon  comparing  thefe  two  Exnei •( 
n*nts  together,  I  cannot  forbear  drawee 
this  one  Corollary,  That  Medicines  eithef 
highly  Acid  or  highly  Alhhzate  (though 
they  are  thought  to  differ  from  each  other 
as  much  as  Light  from  Darknefs)  upon 
Injection  may  aflfeft  the  Solids  alike,  at 
ieaft  to  appearance.  Now  if  the  Iniedion 

£7ilKMed,CineS’  though  fo  dif. 
fei-ent  fhail  I  jay,  or  rather  contrary  in 

their  Natures,  and  ufual  Operations,  was 

capable  of  producing  fo  vifible  a  Mortifca . 

m  the  whole  neigbouring  part,  among 

G  3  ‘  '  tbt 
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the  Mufcles,  why  Should  it  be  thought  al¬ 
together  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Injection  of  other  active  Remedies,  by  af¬ 
fecting  the  neareft  Nerves  and  Membranes, 
which  are  indued  with  a  more  Exquijite 
Senfation ,  may  be  capable  of  producing 
Convulsions  ? 

That  the  foregoing  Queries  are  not 
groundless  Surmifes ,  I  believe  will  loon 
appear  to  any,  who  Shall  with  me  conlider. 
That  Medicines ,  exhibited  with  defign  to 
correCt,  and  amend  the  difordered  Fluids, 
are  generally  given  inwardly  at  the  Mouth, 
and  there  too,  when  very  Active,  not  Sin¬ 
cere,  but  duly  Diluted,  or  otherwife  Cor¬ 
rected:  After  which  they  undergo  many 
Mixtures,  Elaborations,  furtherD//«rio»r,and 
as  I  may  fay,  Dulcifications  in  the  Stomach, 
Intejlines ,  Vafa  Lacies,  &c.  by  which  Seve¬ 
ral  Modifications  the  Activity  ol  their  Con- 
flituent  and  Operating  Particles ,  are  much 
impeded  and  Smoothed,  before  they  arrive 
at  the  Blood- Vejfels :  By  which  Several  Al¬ 
terations  they  are  rendered  lefs  dangerous, 
and  more  fit  to  be  received  there,  as  being 
lefs  capable  to  excite  any  violent  Ebul¬ 
litions  in  the  Blood,  or  to  irritate  violently 
the  tender  Veffels.  Befides  they  are  ad¬ 
mitted  there,  even  thus  dulcified,  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little,  and  not  in  a  full  Stream, 

where® 
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whereby  the  Blood  is  enabled  to  keep  under 
the  Exorbitancies ,  that  'tis  probable  the 
Reception  ol  them  all  at  once  into  it,  might 
occafion ;  and  whereby  alio  the  Veffels  them- 
ielves  are  fecUred,  from  being  too  vehe¬ 
mently  affaulted,  by  the  Adive  Particles 
oi  the  Medicine.  Whereas  in  the  Method, 
of  the  Experiment*  Infufiria,  the  Sharpeft 
and  mod  Acrimonious  Remedies  sixq  frequent¬ 
ly  injected,  immediately  into  the  Blood  Vef- 
Jets,  although  before  diffidently  diftended 
by  tne  Blood  it  felf,  and  injected  even  with¬ 
out  the  lead  Dilution-,  and  in  Doles  too  Vo 
extravagantly  large,  that  if  they  were  gi¬ 
ven  by  the  Mouth,  they  would  be  of  Per. 
nicious  Lonfecjuence.  Can  any,  who  have 
not  abfolutely  given  up  their  Reafon ,  i- 
magtne  fuch  Experiments  as  thefe,  duly 
Lircumftantiated  to  fatisfie  an  Inquijitive  Per - 

l?n'  Can  any,  who  will  allow  themfelves 
ienoufly  to  rellea  upon  the  Nature  of  the 
veins,  fo  much  as  dream  thofe  tender  Fafa 
«re  fit  for  the  immediate  Reception  of  Me. 
dicines  confiding  of  Particles  fo  vadly  differ- 
jng  iom  the  Crafts  oi  the  Bloody  and  endued 
wiui  inch  C orrofive  Qtialities 9  and  by  con- 
equence  fo  unfuitable  to  them,  as  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  thofe  imployed  uponthefe  Occa- 
nons  are  ?  Or  if  we  conlider  only  the  Crafts 
ot  the  Blood,  can  any  who  refled  how  Bal- 

G  4  famick 
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famiek  it  is,  judge  it  proper,  upon  any 
pretence,  direftly  to  throw  into  it  things 
of  fovaftly  different  Natures ;  efpecially  when 
he  fhall  recoiled,  that  things  much  near- 
lier  related  (ex.gr.Sp.  and  01.  Vitrioli ,  though 
both  drawn  from  the  fame  Concrete ,  and 
differing  perhaps  only  in  degree  of  Acidity) 
will  not  admit  of  a  Mixture  together,  with¬ 
out  at  leaft  an  Effervefcence  ?  If  this  be  true, 
what  violent  Commotions ,  mu  ft  any  ferioufly 
thinking  Man  fufpe£t,  are  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced  by  the  Confuflon  of  Subftances  fo 
Heterogeneous  as  Blood  and  Remedies ,  (  and 
the  Latter,  it  may  be  of  the  moft  Attive 
that  can  be  pick’d  out  )  not  only  undiluted , 
and  uncorreBed ,  but  often  alfo  in  Prodigious 
Dofes  too?  Surely  fuch  Experiments ,  as 
thefe,  can  afford  no  certain  Rules  for  e- 
ftablifhing  a  Solid  and  VJeful  Practice ,  and 
muft  leave  Medicine  in  as  dubious  a  State 
as  ever  they  found  it,  if  not  a  worfe. 

The  Truth  of  what  I  here  affert,  will, 
£  doubt  not,  more  evidently  appear,  if  we 
make  but  juft  Remarks,  upon  fome  of  the 
Experiment sy  which  the  Great  Baglivy ,  and 
the  Ingenious  triend ,  have  thought  fit  to 
communicate  to  us. 

If  we  compare  the  Second  and  Ex¬ 
periments  in  the  defervedly  Celebrated  Bag - 
Mvfs  Book,  de  Praxi  Medica ,  &c.  (Page 

the 
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the  104th  of  the  Differ  t  at  ions  in  the  Leyden 
Echtion  in  124  1700.  and  Page  614th  of  his 
Works  Printed  in  4°  at  Lyons ,  1 704  )  we 
lhal]  foon  fee  Reafon  to  be  fatisfied,  that 
the  Injection  of  the  very  fame  Medicine 
and  in  the  very  fame  quantity  too,  into  the 
Veins,  do  s  not  always  produce  the  very 
fame  ,n  the  Blood.  I  fhall  not 

trouble  the  Learned  Reader  with  the  Tran- 
fcript  of  the  Original,  but  refer  him  to  the 
places  cited :  and  for  thofe  Readers  who 
may  not  underftand  the  Latin  Tongue,  I 
lhall  refer  em  to  the  Correfpondent  pla- 

liftid  thC  ^ ^  TranfJation  late|y  pub- 

,In  the  former  of  thefe  he  will  find,  that 

vlter  X?"*.  °f  tvvo  ounces  of  Rectified 
Spirit  of  (Vine,  into  the  rightOWof  a  Do? 

there  only  hapned  an  Univerfal  layering for 

half  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  then  the  Don- 

pilled  plentifully,  and  after  that  grew  per- 

fh?  rtWe  '  In  therother»  uPon  Idling 
the  like  quantity,  of  the  like  Spirit  in4 

the  nght  JaguU  ofa  D%  th/La’  ‘f 

Life  was  as  it  were  in  a  moment  totally  ex- 
tinguifh  d  ,  without  any  previous  violent 
Symptom,  that  we  hear  of.  In  the  former 
alter  twelve  days  Health,  the  Dog  be.W 
accidentally  killed,  nothing  upon  opening 
Was  found  A  mils.  In  the  latter,  after  im? 

mediate 
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mediate  Suffocation  ( as  I  may  call  it )  by 
the  Experiment,  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs 
was  found  very  grumous,  and  coagulated. 
Can  there  well  be  imagined  more  difagree- 
ing  Events,  from  the  Injeftion  of  the  fame 
quantity,  viz,,  two  ounces  ot  the  fame  Li¬ 
quor,  viz,.  Rectified  Spirit  of  Wine,  into  the 
Circulating  Blood ?  And  yet  thefe  are  judged 
the  molt  proper  ways  to  fatisfie  our  En¬ 
quiries  alter  the  Certain  Operations  of  Medi¬ 
cines,  upon  the  Fluids ;  but  how  poorly  they 
do  it,  let  the  Ingenious,  after  due  Confide- 
ration,  determine. 

I  will  not  conceal,  that  the  Sagacious 
Baglivji,  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  little 
Harmony  between  thefe  two  Experiments, 
does  in  the  fublequent  Corollary ,  endeavour 
to  account  for  their  different  Succeffes,  by 
fuppofing,  that  in  the  one  Caie  the  Spirit 
of  Wine ,  being  infus’d  into  that  great  O- 
cean  of  the  Blood,  colle&cd  in  the  Lungs, 
might  by  coagulating  it,  procure  immedi¬ 
ate  Death  :  Whereas  in  the  other  Cafe,  it 
being  infus’d  into  a  little  Rivulet,  the  Blood, 
by  its  rapid  Motion,  (there  being  no  flop 
there,  as  in  the  Lungs)  did  enervate 
and  deftroy  the  Coagulating  Force  ot  the 
Spirit  of  Wine.  In  this  fliort  Reprefenta- 
tion,  1  hope  I  have  done  no  Injury  to  the 
<rreat  Author’s  Argument,  and  yet  I  muff 
°  freely 
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freely  eonfefs,  that  to  me  it  feems  a  little 
unintelligible,  why  a  like  quantity  of  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine ,  fhould  exert  its  force  mere 
violently  i@  the  great  Ocean  of  the  Lungs, 
ftho’  fqme  are  at  lofs,  how  through  the  j fu- 
guUr  it  fhould  immediately  fall  into  the 
Lungs)  than  in  a  little  Rivulet  in  the 
Thigh.  A  Gufb  of  Water,  fufficient  to 
make  a  fmall  Brook  ov'  erflow  its  Banks,  if 
difeharged  into  the  Sea,  would  not  in  the 
leaft  vifible  degree  increafe  its  Bulk :  Or 
rather,  to  carry  the  Allufion  fomewhat 
nearer  to  the  Matter  in  Queftion,  a  Damm, 
fufficient  to  have  ftopt  a  final]  Current, 
muft  eafily  have  been  fwallow’d  up,  or 
waft’d  away  by  the  Main  Ocean.  But 
fuppofe  the  above-mention’d  Conjecture 
never  fo  Reafonable,  it  would  have  prov’d 
much  more  fatisfaCtory  to  the  World,  had 
the  Indefatigable  Baglivy  confir  m’d  his  No- 
tion?  by  many  reiterated  Experiments  of 
the  like  kind,  alike  fucceeding  ;  A  (ingle 
inftance  or  two  not  being  to  be  relied  upon, 
in  things  of  this  Nature;  where  we  ought 
not  to  content  our  felveswith  Probability, 
any  thing  almoft  inferiour  to  Certainty  • 
becaufe  grofs  Mifiakes  in  Theory,  if  we  be 
too  much  biafs’d  by  them,  may  lead  us  in¬ 
to  Pernicious  Errors  jo  Pr ice .  Perhaps 
one  of  the  different  Events  here  ipecifiM, 
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might  be  purely  Accidental ,  or  perhaps  it 
rather  might  proceed  from  differing  Dif- 
pofitions ,  in  each  of  thole  Bloods.  But  this 
being  as  purely  Conjectural,  if*  not  more, 
as  that  Notion  of  the  Celebrated  Author 
now  difcufs’d,  1  leave  it  to  be  created  on¬ 
ly  as  a  not  improbabl z  Opinion,  till  Time 
or  Experience  may  evince  the  Truth  or 
Falftiood  of  it. 

More  Remarks  I  might  make  upon  o- 
thers  of  this  Great  Authors  Experiments, 
(which  I  muff  freely  own  are  to  me  by 
far  the  mod  unfatisfafrory  parts  of  his 
Writings )  but  having  fpent  fo  much  time  al¬ 
ready  upon  thefe  two  aforementioned, which 
to  outward  appearance,  fo  violenty  com- 
bate  each  other,  I  fhall  for  the  further  Con¬ 
firmation  of  what  I  have  afferted,  (viz. 
That  we  cannot  Jajely  draw  any  Practical  Infe¬ 
rences  from  fuch  Experiments )  betake  my 
felftothe  Confideration  of  only  one  more  of 
this  fort,  Communicated  by  the  Ingenious 
Mr.  Friend ,  in  Chapter  the  54 th.  of  his 
Emmenologia.  It  is  the  5 th  of  thofe  Ex¬ 
periments ,  which  were  made  by  Injecting 
Emmenagoges  immediately  into  the  Blood- 
Veffels. 

There  we  {hall  find,  that  upon  Injecting 
an  Ounce  and  half  of  a  ftrong  DecoCtt&n 
of  the  Peruvian  Barh7  into  the  fugular  of 
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a  Dog,  (whether  great  or  fmall  he  does 
not  tell  usj  after  a  quarter  of  an  Hour 
the  Dog  was  feiz’d  with  a  ftrong  and  fre-* 
quent  _  Pulfation  of  the  Heart,  and  then 
with  frequent  Convulfms ;  and  upon  the 
lnjeaton  of  half  an  Ounce  or  more  of  the 
laid  DecoElion,  the  poor  Dog  died  univerfally 
Convuls’d.  Would  it  not  appear  a  ftrange 
kind  of  Argumentation  to  an  illiterate  Per- 
ion,  to  fay,  that  two  Ounces  of  a  ftrong 
Decoction  of  the  Indian  Bark ,  thrown 
at  twice  into  the  Jugular  of  a  Deg,  made 
him  .ye  Univerfally  Convulsed ,  and  there¬ 
fore  a  Man  may,  upon  a  juft  Occalion,  take 
four  times  as  much  at  a  time,  by  the  Mouth, 
and  that  more  than  once  in  a  day,  with 
bafety,  nay  Advantage?  And  yet  fo  the 
Argument  mull  ftand  to  agree  with  Truth 
and  Experience  :  Unlefs  any  Malicious 
Mind  mould  doubt  of  the  Ingenious  Au¬ 
thor  s  I  eracity  .-  Which,  for  my  part  I 
neither  can,  not  will.  I  cannot  but  own, 
that  the  Author  is  very  Candid  in  fo  freely 
Imparting  this  Experiment ;  but  withall 
muu  ado, that  it  carries  in  my  apprehenfion. 
fo  very  little  Satisfaction  with  it.  that  i 
cannot  withal  forbear  declaring,  that,  were 

intimately  acquainted  with  him,  I  ftould 

tl.ink  my  fdf  obliged  to  caution  him  from 
1  uf?Whing  any  more  for  the  future,  for 

fear 
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hear  either  of  giving  Occafion  to  the  Un¬ 
earned,  (fhould  any  for  the  common  good 
Tranflate  his  Writings^  into  Englijh ,  as 
the  Cuftom  of  late  has  been)  to  call  his 
own  Integrity  into  Queftion  ^  Or  of  Ex- 
pofing  the  whole  Faculty  to  Contempt ,  for 
infilling  upon  fuch  inRgmRcantExperments, 
and  thinking  from  thence  to  draw  any 
Ufeful  Conclusions . 

Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that  I  am  much 
too  fevere  in  my  Animadver(ions  upon  this, 
and  the  other  forecited  Experiments,  fince 
the  only  Defign  of  this  Inquifitive  Au¬ 
thor,  in  thefe  and  the  reft,  is  only  profef- 
fedly  to  evince  to  the  World,  that  thofe 
Medicines ,  which  promote  the  Menfes ,  do  all 
Attenuate^  and  that  thole  which  check  them 
do  all  Coagulate  the  Flood .  I  readily  ac¬ 
knowledge,  thefe  to  be  the  Propofitions 
primarily  and  mainly  intended  to  be  De- 
monfirated  :  But  then  I  think  that  the 
Scholia ,  I  have  thereunto  added,  and  the 
Corro/laries  I  have  thence  deduced,  are  na¬ 
tural,  eafie,  and  no  ways  drained.  And  as 
fuch  only  I  mean  them,  without  the  lead: 
Defign  of  Malicioufly  Reflecting  upon,  and 
Detracting  from  the  Real  Worth  of  this 
Author,  who,  as  he  has  never  injured  me, 
is  fo  much  above  my  Mitch. 


Before 
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Before  I  wholly  quit  this  Topick,  I  mu  ft 
beg  leave  to  ask  a  few  more  Queftions  of 
both  thofe  aforecited  Authors.  Were 
thole  Experiments  made  upon  or  in  the 
Bloods,  whether  Extras a j at  cd  or  Qir culatmpy, 
of  Sound  or  Morbid  Animals  ?  If  it  be 
anfwered  upon  the  the  Bloods  of  Healthy 
Animals ,  (tho’  perhaps  that  may  be  more 
than  we  can  be  certain  of)  I  muft  again 
ask,  what  Braclical  Inferences  (even  fup- 
pofing  all  that  I  have  already  infilled  on 
were  void  of  any  force)  can  be  drawn 
therefrom?  Are  we  fare  that  the  Operati - 
ons  of  Medicines  will  be  the  fame ,  upon 
healthy ,  and  upon  any,  much  more  upon  all 
forts  of,  Morbid  Blood ?  Nay  have  we  not 
Reafon,  at  leaf!  to  fufpe£t,  that  they  would 
be  vaftly  different  ?  11  on  the  Contrary  it 
fhall  be  own  d,  that  the  Experiments  were 
try  d  upon  Dijeafed  Bloods ,  I  cannot  but 

rrc  a-n^  ’  he  t  her  the  Experimentors  took 
jufficient  Care  accurately  to  inform  them- 
ielves,  what  the  feveral  peculiar  Dyf. 
crapes  of  each  particular  Blood  was?  For 

'TiC1c>U^  ^ue  Cauti°n ,  I  fear  that 

all  Experiments  of  thefe  forts ,  how  nu¬ 
merous  ,  nay  how  agreeing  fo  ever  thev 
may  be,  will  prove  but  Lame:  and  if  thev 
were  fo  accurate  in  their  Enquiries ,  I  am 
forry  they  were  fo  unkind  to  us,  as  to 

keep 
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keep  us  wholly  in  the  Dark ,  as  to  thofe 
fo  material  Particulars,  by  not  communica¬ 
ting  to  us  exactly  thofe  Obfervations  ;  with¬ 
out  a  due  infight  into  which,  it  will  be 
difficult,  if  not  abfolutely  impoffible,  if  I 
apprehend  things  aright,  to  pafs  a  true  Judg¬ 
ment.  For  to  fpeak  my  prefent  Sentiments 
freely,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the  Effects 
of  the  very  fame  Medicine  in  different  Djf - 
crafies  ot  the  Blood,  may  be  near  as  V  arious 
as  the  various  Dyfcrajies  of  the  faid  Blood 
may  be.  At  leaft  this  is  evident  paft  de¬ 
nial,  That  the  fame  Medicine  do’s  not  al¬ 
ways  operate  alike  in  Dijeafes  feemingly  the 
fame,  if  we  may  judge  of  them,  by  the 
Similitude  of  Symptomes.  For  confirmation 
of  what  I  have  here  afferted,  I  (ball  only 
produce  the  Cort .  Peruv.  It  is  well  know  n, 
that,  when  Intermittents  Reign,  or  to  ufe 
the  Phrafe  of  that  moll  accurate  Obferver , 
the  late  defer vedly  Famous  Dr.  Sydenham, 
in  the  Intermittent  Confiitution ,  though  Fe¬ 
vers  feem  never  fo  continued,  that  Noble 
Indian  Bark ,  if  carefully  chofen,  and  duly 
adminiftred,  fcarce  ever  fails  of  working  a 
Cure  ;  and  yet  what  lamentable  work  do  s 
it  make  in  the  Continued  levers  ol  othet 

Constitutions,  I  need  not  tell. 

Now  this  Difcrepancy  of  Effects  fucceed- 

the  Exhibitions  of  the  fame  Medicine 5 

°  or 
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or  Medicines,  in  feemingly  alike  Cafe-,  muff 
certainly  proceed  from  the  Dijcrepancy 
Caujes  of  thofe  feemingly  alike 
Dijeajes.  ^  And  what  Differences  of  Caufes 
more  probably  affignable ,  than  differing  Dili 
portions  in  the  Bloods  ?  On  the"  contrary, 
from  Similitude  or  Identity  of  Dffpofitions  m 
Bloods,  it  muft  undoubtedly  proceed,  that 
km^R'medy  do’s  often  effeSually  Cura 
Di/eafes  to  outward  Appearance,  of  diffe¬ 
rent  KJnds.  Who  would  have  dreamed 
of  an  Ague  being  concealed  under  the  Dif- 
gutfe  of  amoft  Violent  and  Stubborn  Rbeu - 
matifm!  And  yet  fuch  have  I  my  fe  If  more 
than  once  known,  after  they  bad  baffled 
all  the  Methods  I  could  think  of,  readily 
yield  to  the  Bark  abovementioned  :  as  I 
have  alfo  done  an  Univerfal  Refaction  of 
all  the  Mufculous  Barts  of  the  Body  (  the 
Heart  and  Tongue  only,  as  far  as  we  could 
judge,  excepted )  which  has  rendered  the 
Patient  as  incapable  either  of  ASlion  or 
Motion,  as  if  he  had  been  chained  to  his 
Bed  or  Chair  by  the  Dead  Paifie. 

Having  thus,  according  to  the  Meannefs 
of  my  Capacity,  endeavoured  to  prove  the 

Inutility  and  Diffatisfatforinefs  of  both  the 
above-mentioned  Methods  of  Indagating  the 
immediate  Operations  of  Remedies ,  upon,  or 
rather  in  the  Fluids,  and  efpecially  the  Blood 
in  humane  Bodies ;  it  may  now  juftly  be  cx- 

H  petted, 
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petted,  that  I  fhould  at  leaft  attempt  to 
fubftitute  a  better  in  lieu  of  them.  This 
indeed,  from  my  very  firft  taking  Pen 
in  hand,  was  the  main  Defign  of  this  EJfay. 

But  before  1  proceed  to  impart  it,  I  think 
it  neceflary  to  premife,  That  it  is  not  built 
upon  the  fandy  Foundation  of  any  Pkilo- 
fopbick  Conjecture,  or  plaufible  and  probable 
Hypothecs ,  which  perhaps  may  render  it 
lefs  pleafing  to  fbrne,  who  love  to  be  tick¬ 
led  with  well  contrived  Fancies:  And  there¬ 
fore  if  any  fuch  fhall  happen  to  take  this  little 
Book  into  their  Hand,  or  to  call:  their  Eye  up¬ 
on  it,  1  would  earneftly  beg  of  them  imme¬ 
diately  to  lay  it  down  again, and  not  to  wafte 
their  time  in  reading  that  which  can  afford 
them  little  or  no  Satisfattion.  For  if  they  ex- 
petttofind  here  great  Depths  of  Learning, 
or  Wife  and  Elaborate  Difquijitions,  I  affure 
them  before- hand,  that  they  will  meet  with 
lamentable  Difappointments,  and  thereby  it 
may  be  Irritated  and  Exaiperated.  And  yet 
I  am  apt  to  flatter  my  felf  with  an  opinion 
thattothofe,  who  come  with  an  unprejudi¬ 
ced  Mind,  and  who  can  bear  the  fight  of 
Truth  in  a  plain  and  homely  Drefs,  what  I 
have  farther  to  fay  will  not  be  wholly  unac¬ 
ceptable;  efpecially  fince  it  is  fincerely  aim’d 
at  the  Benefit  of  Mankind  in  general. 

The  Method,  in  few  words  is  this,  To  be¬ 
gin  the  Cures  of  all  Dijeafes ,  which  pro¬ 
ceed  from  vicious  Fluids ,  but  more  efpe- 

•  ciajjy 
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daily  from  vicious  Bloods ,  with  extracting 
io  much  Blood,  as  the  Nature  and  Degree 
of  each  _  Difeafe,  will  either  require,  or  “ad. 
mit  of;  in  order  rightly  to  inform  our  felves, 
if  poffible,  of  the  State  and  Crafts  of  the 
Blood  at  that  time,  not  only  by  viewing  it 
both  Hot  and  Cold,  with  the  utmoft  Ex- 
atfnefs  ;  but  alfo  by  calling  in,  to  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  our  Sight ,  fuch  other  of  our  Sen- 
fes,  as  are  capable  of  being  employ’d  in 
thefe  Enquiries.  Then  to  proceed  to  the 
Exhibition  of  fuch  a  Remedy  or  Remedies , 
as  fhall  be  judged  naeft  proper;  and  to* 
perfift  in  the  Ufe  of  them  a  fufficient  time, 
and  to  give  them  in  due  Dofes:  After  this* 
to  draw  out  fome  more  Blood,  in  order,  by 
examining  it  with  the  fame  Accuracy, to  dif- 
cover  what  Alterations ,  in  Confiftence,  Co - 
lour,  Taft e ,  Smell,  & c.  have  been  produ¬ 
ced  in  the  faid  Blood,  during  the  Interval 
between  the  foregoing  and  this  latter  Bleed- 
ing.  This  Bleeding  at  due  diftances,  and  the 
Exhibition  of  proper  Remedies,  according  to 
the  Directions  juft  given,  are  to  be  repeated 
toties  quoties,  as  there  fhall  be  found  Occafion. 

If  at  the  time  of  the  fecond  Bleeding,  the 
State  of  the  Patient’s  Health  be  confidera- 
bly  bettered,  though  not  perfectly  reftored, 

I  think  that  Amendment  mult  in  reafon 
be  attributed  to  thofe  Alterations  produ¬ 
ced  in  the  Blood ,  during  the  Interval  be- 

H  2  tween 
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tween  the  two  Bleedings ,  by  the  Medicine 
or  Medicines  exhibited  ;  which  Alterations, 
together  with  the  Medicine  or  Medicines^  exhi¬ 
bited,  and  the  Manner  and  Dofesthty  were 
exhibited  in,  ought  to  be  remarked ,  afid  fet 
down  in  Writing, with  the  greateil  ExaQ> 
nefs  poflible  ;  both  for  the  AflTiftance  of  our 
frail  Memories,  and  in  order  to  the  ena¬ 
bling  us  with  the  more  Eafe,  nicely  to  col¬ 
late  the  feveral  States  and  Alterations  of  the 
Blood ,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  a  Di- 
Jlemper.  The  accurate  Observations,  and  the 
nice  Collatings  of  the  Alterations  thus  made, 
of  the  feveral  Obfervations  produced  in  the 
Crafts  of  the  Blood,  in  the  Intervals  of  time 
between  thefe  two,  or  any  other  fubfequent 
Bleedings,  will,  I  am  inclined  to  believe, 
infenfibly  let  us  into  as  certain  a  Knowledge, 
as  our  imperfeft  Natures  are  capable  oi, 
of  the  feveral  Dyjcrajles  of  the  Blood,  which 
are  either  the  immediate  Caffes  or  infepara- 
fcle  Concomitants  of  moll  of  thole  Dijeafes , 
which  folely  owe  their  Origins  or  Continu¬ 
ance  to  the  Vitiations  of  that  Vital  Liquor, 
And  the  being  thereby  likewife  madedue- 
ly  fendble  what  Medicines  do  really  moffc 
txpedttiou(ly%  mod:  fajely ,  and  mod:  effect  a* 
ally  corrett  thofe  Dyfcrajies9  will  incourage 
a  Prudent  and  Confcientious  Phyfician  ftea- 
dily  to  ftick  to  the  Ufeof  them,  and  fufficient* 
ly  caution  him  from  being  too  hafty  in  chang- 
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irsg  them,  but  more  efpecially  from  being  fo 
indifcreer,  as  to  alterthem  for  others  ofa  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  much  more  of  a  quite  contrary  Na- 
ture\  what  tpecious  Pretences  fo  ever  may  be 
offered  to  induce  him  thereto. 

And  it,  on  the  contrary,  the  Patient  be 
lb  far  from  getting  ground  ,  by  perfifting 
lti  enuoily  for  iorne  reafonabie  tune  in  th& 
ufe  of  any  Medicine  or  Medicines ,  that  he 
really  and  fenfibly  goes  backward,  during 
the  interval  between  the  firft  or  fecond,  or 
any  other  fubfequent  Bleedings-,  I  am  ftrongl 
ly  inclined  to  belieye,  that  even  here  a 
Nice  Obfervation  of  the  Blood,  at  each  of 
thofe  Emijjtons ,  in  all  its  Circumjlances ,  of 
Confidence,  Colour,  Tap,  Smell.  &c.  and  a 
Diligent  and  Accurate  comparing  the  dif¬ 
ferences  of  the  faid  Bloods,  will  Sufficiently 
difeover  to  us  thofe  Errors,  and  Vices,  in 
the  Bloods,  which  at  firft  caufed,  and  af¬ 
terwards  increased  the  Diftempers  under  our 
Managements  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  lead 
y$,  as  it  were  by  the  hand,  to  the  choice 
of  more  proper  Remedies  and  Methods ,  for 
the  moft  Certain,  moft  Safe ,  and  moil 
Expeditious  Curing  of  them,  if  Curable. 

That  X  may  lender  this  Method  as  plain 
and  intelligible,  as  it  is  poffible,  X  foall  endea- 
your,  by  an  Inftance  or  two,  to  fet  things 
in  a  clear  Light.  In  which  Inftances  the 
Remedies  X  fball  fpeak  of,  are  look’d  upon 

II  j  *# 
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to  be  of  undoubted  Benefit  in  their  Ef* 
fedbs,  tho’  the  true  way  of  their  Operating 
in  tbofe  Cates,  are  but  darkly  gueis  d  at, 
and  not  certainly,  if  at  all,  known. 

Suppofe  a  Perfon  grievoufly  afflifted 
with  an  Autumnal  Ague,  {liquid  crave  my 
Attlftance,  and  I  having  this  opportunity, 
fhould  be  very  defirous  to  fatisfie  my  felf, 
to  the  higeft  degree  pottible,  by  what  kind 
of  Operation  in  the  Blood ;  or  in  other  Words, 
by  what  Alterations  oi  it,  the  C  ort.  Peruv. 
effefted  a  Cure  (and  by  the  way  perhaps 
this  Method  may  afford  opportunities  oi 
difcovering  many  more  Specificks ,  not  on¬ 
ly  in  this,  but  alfo  in  many  other  Dtftem- 
pers,  than  yet  we  are  Matters  of,  or  titan 
it  will  be  poffible,  by  any  othei  known  Pro¬ 
ceeding,  to  find  out;)  in  Profecution  of  this 
Method  I  would  draw  out  as  much  Blood, 
is  T  thought  might  confift  with  the  Safety 
of  my  Patient,  °and  yet  might  be  fufficient 
fully  to  fatisfie  my  Enquiries ,  (which  in 
the'Sequel,  1  hope  to  make  appear,  need  be 
fo  very  little,  as  not  to  terrifie  the  molt 
cautious  Prdfifer ,  from  venturing  upon  it, 
even  in  this  or  any  other  Cafe  :  Provided 
the  Condition  of  the  Patient  be  not  fo  de- 
fperate,  as  abiolutelv  to  diicourage  a  Phy— 
fician  from  Attempting  any  thing  for  his 
Relief.)  This  Blood  I  would  examine  with 
all  the  Nicenefs  and  Accuracy  immagina- 

v  ■  .  '  . .  HIP. 
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ble,  without  putting  it  to  the  Torture  of 
the  Fire,  in  order  to  make  it  difcover  all, 
nay  more  than  all  its  Secrets.  By  this  I 
mean,  that  I  would  not  only  view  it  with 
the  utmoft  Care,  that  thereby  I  might 
Critically  obferve  its  True  Confidence,  Co¬ 
lour,  and  whatever  eife  might  be  difcovered 
by  the  Sight ;  but  alfo,  by  holding  it  while 
warm  clofe  to  my  Nefe,  endeavour  to  fa- 
tisfie  my  felf,  whether  it  had  any  preter¬ 
natural  Smell,  and  by  taking  a  drop  of  it 
before  it  were  cool,  upon  my  Fingers  end, 
and  touching  my  Tongue  with  it, "by  that 
means  try,  if  I  could  find  out  in  it  any  Vi- 
situs  Taft e.  Nor  would  I  content  my  felf 
with  Examining  the  Blood  thus  nicely,  itUr 
mediately  after  it  was  emitted  out  of  the 
Vein,  while  it  were  hot,  but  in  order  to 
make,  the  deepeft  fearch  into  it  as  poffible, 
and  that  I  may  omit  nothing,  that  might 
tend  to  afford  me  any  Light  and  Satisfa&i- 
On  in  m y  Enquiries,  into  the  Nature  and 
Condition  of  it,  I  would  make  ufe  of  the 
lame  Accuracy  in  my  Rechercbes  into  the  di- 
ftinci  States  and  Conditions  of  the  Serum 
and  Craff amentum  ,  both  as  to  Confidence „• 
Colour,  'lafie.  Smell,  Sic.  after  they  had,  by 
cooling  for  a  considerable  time,  perfectly 
difengag’d  themfelves  from  each  other.  All 
which  things  lo  obferv’d,  I  would  faith¬ 
fully  commit  to  Writing:  that  fo,  tho’  they 

H  4  mould 
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fhould  flip  out  my  Memory,  I  might  be 
able  upon  occafion  to  repair  to  them  for  Re- 
information.  This  done,  I  would  give  my 
Patient  the  Cortex  in  Dofes  large  enough, 
and  repeat  ir  often  enough  to  effeft  a  Cure ; 
nay,  in  order  to  prevent  any  Inconvenience, 
by  his  fecond  Bleeding,  1  would  continue 
(if  he  would  permit  itj  the  Ufe  of  it  ra¬ 
ther  fomething  longer,  than  might  other- 
wife  be  abfolutely  neceflary.  After  this  I 
would  proceed  to  have  fome  Blood  a  fecond 
time  extra&ed  from  him  ;  which  Blood  I 
would  examine,  with  the  fame  Circumfpecli- 
on  in  all  Refpefls,  which  I  propos’d  to  be 
made  ufe  of,  in  the  Examination  of  that  ta¬ 
ken  at  the  firft,  and  then  collate  nicely  to¬ 
gether  the  particulars  in  both  Observations. 
Upon  comparing  accurately  thef*  two  fe- 
veral  Obfervations,  according  to  my  prc- 
fent  Apprehenfions,  itfeems  not  altogether 
impoffible,  nay,  I  cannot  but  judge  it  high¬ 
ly  Probable,  that  I  may  be  able,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  inform  my  felf  fatisfaflorily, 
of  the  Djfcrafie  or  Dyfcrafies  of  the  Bloody 
which  produced  the  abovemention’d  Ague, 
and  by  what  Alterations  of  the  Blood ,  the 
Cortex  did  a  finally  effefl  the  Cure.  But  it 
muft  be  acknowledg’d,  that  tho’  a  nice  Ob~ 
fervation  of  the  different  States  of  the  Blood , 
ss  to  Con(t(lence,  Colour ,  Tajle, Smell, !kc .  above 
hinted  at,  at  fhe  times  of  the  firft  and  fe- 
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Gond,  or  any  other  fubfequent  Extraction, 
may  ferve  to  give  us  a  tolerable  guefs  at 
the  Caufe  or  Caufes  of  the  faid  Ague  for  of 
any  other  Diftemper,  in  which  the  faid  Me¬ 
thod  fhall  be  carefully  profecuted ;  and  per¬ 
haps  a  much  better,  than  by  any  other  way 
hitherto  recommended,  even  at  the  very 
firft  Trya!  ;  yet  in  order  to  fix  any  certain 
Idea’s^  I  mean  fuch  as  may  be  fafely  relied 
on,  of  the  true  Caufes  of  any  Difeafe,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  collate  thus,  the  Hifto- 
nes  of  feveral  Cafes  of  the  like  kind,  with 
all  the  Care  and  ExaCtnefs  we  can, before  we 
proceed  pofitively  to  determine,  that  fuch 
and  fuch  are  the  tru  tCaufes  of  the  fa  id  Dilea  fe 

for  fear  of  being  otherwife,  for  want  of  due 

Caution ,  led  into  manifeft  Errors  in  our 
Notions,  or  rather  Opinions,  both  concer¬ 
ning  the  Caufes  of  the  faid  Difeafe ,  and  the 
Operations  of  a  Medicine  or  Medicines ,  ‘in 
the  Cure  of  it ;  which  the  Principal  Defign 
of  the  Method  here  propos’d,  is  to  pre¬ 
vent.  1 

Let  us  fuppofe  again,  that  a  Greenfcknefs 
Hjfterick,  Hypochondriac k,  or  any  other  Cafe 
wherein  I  fhould  judge  Steel  would  be  fer- 
viceable,  fhould  com!  under  my  Manic- 
ment.  Here  I  would  firft  Bleed  as  befor  e, 
and  regulate  my  felf  with  the  fame  Nice. 
the  Examination  of  this  firft  ex* 
r  Blood,  as  ip  the  Inftance  before 


in- 
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infiftedon;  then,  after  due  Purgation,  pro¬ 
ceed  to  an  uninterrupted  Courfe  of  Steel, 
for  a  Month,  fix  Weeks  or  longer ;  then 
I  would  take  Blood  away  a  fecond  time  ; 
in  the  Examination  of  which  Blood ,  I 
would  proceed  with  the  fame  Nicenefs  as 
before,  that  fo  I  might,  by  Collating  both 
Observations ,  inform  my  fell  (  it  poffible,  as 
I  believe  it  isj  by  what  Alterations  therein 
effected,  the  Benefit  had  been  procured  to 
the  Patient  ;  tho’  I  much  doubt,  whether 
our  Enquiries  here,  would  run  on  fo  tmooth- 
ly  as  in  the  laft  named  Cafe ;  becauie  the 
Solids  here  acting  fo  large  a  part  in  the 
Tragedy ,  we  ought  in  our  Searches  not  only 
to  have  an  Eye  to  the  Dy  [crapes  of  the  Blood , 
but  alfo  to  the  AtonU  of  the  faid  Solids. 
And  therefore,  in  all  Inquifitions  into  Difea - 
Jes ,  wherein  the  Solids  as  well  as  the  fluids 
are  affefted,  we  ought  with  the  utmoft  Ac¬ 
curacy  we  are  capable  of,  to  obferve,  how 
each  a£t  upon  the  other,  or  elfe  we  (hall 
too  often  be  led  into  Errors,  by  being  in¬ 
clined  to  attribute  tho*e  Alterations ,  which 
we  find  wrought  in  the  Blood,  to  tne  0- 
peration  of  the  Remedies  exhibited  ,  and  fome- 
times  alfo  to  miftake  theft  for  Vices  effenti- 
ally  Inherent  in  the  faid  Blood,  which  per¬ 
haps  are  in  reality  nothing  but  the  Products 
of  the  1  enpon,  Crifpation,  Ojcillation ,  Re- 

taxation. 
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taxation,  or  fome  other  Affection  of  the 
Solids . 

The  like  Method  may  be  us’d  for  the  Dif- 
covery  of  the  Operation  of  any  other  Sim¬ 
ple  Remedy,  (whether  Purgative  or  Al¬ 
terative')  nay,  of  two  or  more  combined 
together:  Provided  they  are  perfiffed  in 
long  enough,  given  in  Dofes  large  enough, 
and  repeated  often  enough,  to  make  any 
perceivable  Alterations  in  the  Mafs  of  Blood, 
during  the  Intervals,  between  Bleeding 
and  Bleeding. 

But  here  I  cannot  forbear  freely  to  own 
my  felf,  to  be  fincerely  of  the  Opinion, 
that  the  lefs  Compounded  our  Prefcripti- 
ons  are,  the  fooner  we  fhall  arrive  at  a 
Compleat  ,  and  thorough  Knowledge 
of  the  Natures  and  Operations  of  Re¬ 
medies  9  at  leaft  of  fo  many  of  them, 
as  fhall  be  Neceffary  for  Common  Ufe. 
The  Reafons  inducing  me  to  be  of  this  0- 
pinion,  I  have  already  infilled  upon,  a- 
mong  the  Caufes  affigned  for  the  fo  fmall 
Improvement  of  Phyfick  hitherto,  and 
therefore  fhall  not  again  trouble  the  Rea¬ 
der  with  them,  in  this  Place. 

Thus  I  have,  within  the  Compafs  of  not 
many  Lines,  both  hinted  at,  and  in  fome  fort 
exemplified,  a  METHOD,  for  Inve/ligating 
Clearly  and  Satisfactorily  the  Immediate  and 
Genuine  Operations,  of  Remedies  Internally 

exhibit 
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exhibited ,  for  the  Curing  of  all  Difeafes ,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  feveral  Vitiations ,  of  the 
mo  ft  confiderable  in  all  Refpects  of  all  the 
fluids'^  Humane  Bodies,  viz.  the  Blood. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  found  well,  to  feme 
Nice  Ears,  to  call  the  Blood  themoft  con¬ 
fiderable  of  all  the  Fluids  ;  but  if  we  re¬ 
flect  upon  the  Proportion,  that  it  bears  to 
all  the  reft,  as  to  quantity,  and  that  it  is  the 
Source  and  Fountain  of  them  all  ;  I  hope 
the  Character  may  be  at  leaft  Excufable* 
This  Method,  according  to  my  prefent  Ap- 
prehenfions,  may  deferve  fome  Encourage¬ 
ment  ;  as  well  upon  account  ot  the  fair  Pro- 
fpect  it  affords,  not  only  of  fatisfaftorily^ 
coverings  as  I  have  already  mention’d,  the 
Operation  of  Medicines  ,  butalfo  of  as  fatis- 
faftorily  afeertaining  to  us  the  True  Caufes 
of  Difeafes ,  which  take  their  Rife  from  the 
feveral  Peccancies  of  the  Blood ;  as  alfo  up¬ 
on  account  of  its  being  Safe  and  Eafle , 
more  Natural ,  and  liable  to  fewer  Objecti¬ 
ons,  than  thofel  have  oppugned  ;  becaufe 
the  Experiments  hereby  to  be  made,  are 
exercis’d  upon  more  Proper  Subjects  ;  do 
more  undeniably  rnanifeft  the  force  and 
Power  of  Medicines ,  tho’  not  fo  expediti- 
oufly ;  And  laftly,  are  not  attended  with 
any  Barbarous  Circumftances,  either  in  the 
Procedure,  or  in  the  Events.  This  will 
require  no  Innocent  Animals  to  be  Tpr- 

tured^ 
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fared,  much  lefs  cruelly  murdered,  (a  Pra-. 
dice  fcaree  confident  with  the  Profeffion 

wh  efprecia,1y  if  we  refleft  to 

what  little  purpofe  ’tis  ufcd  ;  in  order  to 

fatisfie  our  Curiofities.  The  Experiments 

al7e  m Wl11  aI1  be  tryed  uP°n  the  Blood 
alone  of  Men  ;  and  of  them  too  moft  feafo- 

rnbiy,  viz.  when  labouring  under  Morbid 

States,  and  even  then  agreeably  to  the 

Rules  of  Art  and  with  a  manifeftTenden- 

PbSckbe  F°ari  ?r°?0tin8  the  Pra#ice  of 

thpjuk -  For  thefe  Experiments ,  if  r  am 

tisfJz/d*  ^  ndd^'en>  will  afford  us  real  Sa~ 

%  a  I  J  ard  by  a  neceirary  Confequence, 
if  duly  profecuted,  lead  us  to  certain  and 

t)J&Dir*rhodS rf ,Praaice’  «  leaft  in 

MM  nf  j  WuhlGh  are  the  Prodtia*  of 
Morbid  Bloods  ;  becaufe  it  is  more  than 

probable  that  thefe  Experiments  will  give 

lome  mfight  into  the  Matures  and 

t?e  B,lo?d  vnd 

r°  correa  *em  ™LrS£h0W 

theAfe  by  S'*  View 

poffibie,  h. /inters  t  ™ 

hmfng  at  fomeofthe  Advantage,  »Si 

being  fully  fendble  |,J, 

Tn**t  °<  **  Nature,  may  RK 

meet 


(  >26  ) 

meet  with,  if  for  no  other  Reafon,  yet  up: 
on  Account  of  the  Novelty  of  it ;  that  I 
may,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  remove  out  of 
the  way  all  Rubs,  that  may  hinder  its  kind 
Reception  in  the  World,  I  think  my  felf 
obliged  further  to  enlarge  upon  fome  of 
thofe  Hints,  which  I  have  already  offered, 
as  alfo  to  take  notice  of  fome  other  Benefits, 
likely  to  arife  therefrom  :  Afterwards  to 
obviate  and  anfwer  all  thofe  Objections , 
which  I  either  apprehend  may  be  raifed, 
or  which  I  have  already  received  againft  it : 
And  laftly,  to  conclude  all  with  fome  ne- 
celTary  Rules  and  Cautions ,  for  the  due  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  our  felves  in  the  making  Ob¬ 
servations  by  it ;  that  fo  we  may  not  be 
difappointed  in  our  Expectations.  And 
if  I  can ,  in  any  tolerable  Degree ,  make 
it  out,  that  the  Advantages  likely  to  ac¬ 
crue  from  this  Method,  are  many ;  And  that 
the  Objections  again  ft  it,  are  far  from  being 
infuperable :  And  if  I  can  moreover  offer  at 
fuch  Rules  and  Cautions ,  as ,  if  they  are 
ftriaiy  obferved,  may,  in  no  long  Pro- 
cefsof  time,  tend  to  the  no  fmall  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Medicine,  both  in  Theory  and  Prax¬ 
is-  I  think  no  Offence  ought  to  be  taken, 
either  at  the  Novelty  it  felf  of  the  Method 
propofed ,  or  at  the  Meannefs  of  the  Pro- 
pofer ;  fince  the  moft  ufeful  Inventions  had 
a  time,  when  they  were  firft  difeovered. 
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and  were  then  liable  to  the  fame  imputa¬ 
tion  of  Novelty ;  and  fince  even  many  of 

them  were  difcovered  by  very  unlikely  Per¬ 

rons. 


As  to  the  Benefits  likely  to  accrue  to  Me¬ 
dicine,  from  the  Method  already  laid  down, 
if  vigoroufly  and  ftriaiy  profecuted,  though 
I  have  already  briefly  hinted  at  them  in 
general,  yet  I  think  it  will  not  be  impro¬ 
per  in  this  place,  to  treat  of  them  more 
largely,  and  more  diftindly  ;  that  fo  I  may 
tne  more  effe&ually  recommend  the  faid 
Method ,  to  the  Conjideration  and  Practice  of 
(Others.  But  before  I  proceed  to  this,  I 
think  it  neceiTary  to  beg  the  Candid  Rea¬ 
der  s  pardon,  if  I  fhall  at  any  time  hereaf¬ 
ter,  either  through  Incautioufnefs.  or  For- 
getfulnefs,  happen  to  make  ufe  of  either 
fTL  Expreflions,  or  the  fame  Turn 
oi  lhoughts,  which  I  may  beforehand  have 
uled ;  as  I  fear  that  I  may  fometimes  be 
unadviledly  too  apt  to  do. 


I.  An  Examination  of  the  Blood  fir  ft  Ejc- 
traBed  thus  made  with  all  the  Nkenefs 
and  Accuracy  above- mentioned,  may  ferve 
to  give  us  fomething  of  a  dearer  Idea,  of  the 
Nature  and  Kjnd  of  the  peculiar  Dyfcrafte 

?l  ,of  the  Wood,  then  remaining 

in  the  Body, than  can  with  any  fhew  of  Rea- 

lon  hoped  for,  from  any  Hypothecs  what- 

foever  ; 
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foever ;  which,  as  I  have,  I  hope,  already 
proved,  being  purely .Conje&ural,  may  cre« 
ate  in  the  Mind  of  a  prudent  Man,  frequent 
Doubts,  whether  he  may  not,  nay  whether 
he  a&ually  do's  not,  often  embrace  Faljhood 
in  (lead  of  Truth ,  and  always  bare  Probabi¬ 
lity  inftead  of  real  Certainty .  In  this  way 
of  Procedure,  our  Eyes  will  fufficiently  in¬ 
form  us,  of  the  true  Colour ,  and  Confidences 
of  the  Blood:.  Whether  it  be  Inflamed,  Putrid, 
too  Thick  or  Thin ;  that  is,  whether  the  Craf- 
f amentum  be  too  much  or  to  little  for  the 
Serum ;  and  whether  it  be  Compact,  or  Lax 
and  Broken ;  or  whether  it  be  fo  light,  as  to 
fwim  near  the  Surface  of  the  Serum ;  or 
fo  heavy,  as  to  fubfide  to  the  bottom ;  and 
whether  the  Serum  be  thin  and  transparent, 
or  thick,  glutinous,  or  muddy.  Our  Tafle 
will  fatisfie  us,  whether  Salt,  Bitter ,  Sweety 
Acid ,  Acrimonious ,  or  the.  like,  is  predomi¬ 
nant  and  peccant  in  if*  Our  Smelt  will  teach 
us,  what  vicious  Odours  it  may  be  ajfeSled 
and  infected  with,  and  our  very  Feeling  will 
difcover  to  us,  if  it  be  too  Clammy  and  Muct - 
laginous ,  too  Cily  and  Slippery ,  or  too  jT 
aueous  and  Thin .  Can  it  be  doubted,  but^ 
that  thele,  or  fuch  like  Teltimonies  of 
our  Senjes ,  may  be  of  high  ufe  to  us,  in  di«» 
recting  us  in  the  Choice  of  Remedies,  proper 
to  correct  the  Tices ,  we  have  thus  (sound 

*  out?  And  will  not  the  lame  Accuracy  in 

/  <  Ex- 
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Examining  at  the  Second,  Third,- or  any  o- 
ther  fubfequent  Bleeding,  fatisfie  us  whether 
the  Courjes  or  Remedies  we  have  ufed, 
have  arrived  at  the  ends  aim’d  at,  if  we’ 
are  not  over  negligent  in  Comparing  the 
different  States  of  the  Symptomes ,  as  well  as 
the  different  C onjlflences  and  Textures  of 
the  Blood,  at  the  dfferent  times  of  Bleed¬ 
ing.  It  muff  be  owned  that  our  Enquiries 
into  thefe  Affairs,  would  run  on  much 
more  fmoothly,  were  we  previoufiy  fuffi- 
cientiy  furnifh’d  with  a  true  Idea ,  how  the 
Blood  in  Statu  Sam  is  really  Conftituted : 
But  this  leems  yet  a  Dejiderandum  in  Me - 
dicind :  for,  in  all  the  Authors  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  confulted,  it  is  palled  over  with  that 
profound  Silence,  as  if  it  were  a  Matter  in 
Which  we  Phyficians  were  not  in  the  leaffc 
concerned,  or  elfe  as  if  it  were  as  clear  as 
the  Sun  at  Noon- day.  But  though  we  are 
a  Priori  as  yet  deftitute  of  a  true  or  tole- 
rable  Notion  of  this  fo  neceffary  a  Prx- 
cognofcendum,  may  we  not,  by  the  Means 
here  propofed ,  hope  in  time  d  Poller  sort 
to  attain  as  pei  iecf  a  Knowledge,  as  is  pro* 
portionate  to  the  Shallownefs  of  our  Intel, 
lews,  in  this  imperfeft  State,  of  the  feve- 
ral  Healthy  States  of  the  Blood  ?  I  call 
them  States  as  believing  they  are  more 
than  one,  for  otherwife  I  can  fcarce  an- 
pre.iend ,  how  Perfbns  of  Inch  different 

I  Con . 
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Conftitutions,  and  Tempers,  could  enjoy 
fuch  tolerable  degrees  of  Health,  and  fuch  , 
uninterrupted  freedom  from  Sicknefs,  and 
vifible  Indifpofitions,  as  common  Experi¬ 
ence  does  every  day  fhew  us  they  do. 

II.  Since  it  is  not  altogether  Unreafona- 
ble  with  the  Antients  to  futpett,  that  the 
Exaitcirior/s  and  Predominancies  ot  tome  Pe¬ 
culiar  Tafle,  has  a  great,  if  not  the  greateft 
fhare  in  the  Production  of  moft  Acute  Di- 
(lemfers\  I  fee  no  Reafbn  to  fear,  but  that  a 
Nice  and  Accurate  Profecution  of  this  Me¬ 
thod,  may,  by  difcovering  diftinCtly  to  us, 
what  kind  of  Relijb  does  Vicioujly  exceed 
in  each  particular  Fever,  lead  us,  as  it 
were  by  the  Hand,  to  Cure  every  one  of 
them  Specifically  and  direCtly,  without  the 
Tedious,  and  oftentimes  Dangerous  (be- 
caufe  Debilitating)  ProcefTes  ot  Evacuati¬ 
ons,  which  fometimes  (though  feemingly 
neceffary  %  in  order  either  to  abate  the  E- 
bullition  of  the  Blood,  or  fomething  to  em¬ 
pty  the  Vepls ;  or  iaftiy  to  difcharge  the 
S&hurra  produced  by,  or  accompanying,  the 
Difeafe)  lay  the  Foundations  of  Subfequent 
Difeajes ,  at  the  long  run  every  whit  as  Per¬ 
nicious,  as  thofe  the  faid  Evacuations  were 
defign’d  to  remove.  I  cannot  but  affert, 
ibatto  me  it  feems  highly  probable,  if  not 

next  to  certain,  that  could  we  but  attain 

a  right 
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a  right  and  diftinff  Notion  of  the  feveral 
Dyfcrafies,  producing  thofe  Difeafes,  which 
proceed  only  from  Vicious  Bloods,  and  were 
we  poffefs’d  iikewife  of  a  thorough  Know¬ 
ledge,  of  the  Powers  of  all  Medicines,  (both 
which  the  Method  here  propos’d,  is  likely 
by  degrees,  fufficiently  to  inform  us  in)  f 
fay,  were  we  fully  inftrufted  in  both  thefe 
Particulars,  it  would  be  no  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  fo  to  adapt  Remedies ,  to  the  Natures  of 
moft  Difeafes,  as  eafily  and  fafely  to  Cure 
them,  especially  it  timely  taken,  without 
any  fenfible  Evacuation,  that  is  Specifically. 
By  which  Term  Specifically,  if  I  rightly  ap¬ 
prehend  the  Senle  of  it,  is  meant  the  refto* 
ring  a  Sick  Perfon  to  a  Healthy  State,  by 
Cor  re  fling,  not  by  Difcharging*  thofe  Vici¬ 
ous  Humours,  which  are  the  Caufes  of  his 
lllnefs.  And  in  Truth  where  that  can  be 
Efte&ed,  it  fee  ms  to  me  to  be  the  moft  Na¬ 
tural  and  Eafie  way  of  Caring,  (efpecially 
as  I  have  already  hinted,  it  made  ufe  of 
at  the  very  firft  Infult  of  the  Difeafe  ;  that 
is,  before  the  faid  Difeafe,  has  by  long  con^ 
tinuance  produced,  and  laid  up  abundance 
of  Ill-Humours  in  the  Body,  which  muft 
of  Neceffity  require  a  Difchargef  and  would 
fave  a  great  deal  of  Pains,  and  Trouble, 
both  to  the  Patient  and  Phyfician. 

„  Whether  it  will  by  the  Critical  Infpe- 
&ors  be  thought,  properly  placed  or  no, 
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1  am  not  much  concern’d :  But  however  I 
cannot  here  forbear  declaring,  that  I  am 
very  inclineable  to  believe,  that,  by  this 
Method ,  we  may  in  time  be  fully  and  clear¬ 
ly  fatisfi’d,  that  thofe  moft  ufejul  Practical 
Notions,  (for  fo  I  mull  term  them,  as  ha¬ 
ving  from  them  often  receiv’d  Advantage- 
ous^Direftions,  in  the  Management  of  my 
felf  as  to  the  Curing  of  Difeafes )  of  that 
Late  Ornament  of  his  Age  and  Country ,  the 
Defervedly  Famous  Dr.  ST  DENHAM,  were 
no  Chimara,  no  where  exifting  but  in  his 
own  Brain,  as  fome  feem  fondly  to  have 
imagin’d,  and  as  others  have  not  ftuck 
in  their  ExprefTions  to  affirm,  viz.  That  mofi 
Difeafes  have  proper  Conftitutions ,  in  which 
they  may  be  faid  to  Flourifh  •  That  when  the 
Confitution  agreeable  to  any  Epidemick  Di - 
Jlemper ,  has  fpent  it  felf  it  gives  way  to  a- 
nother  Confitution ,  more  favourable  to  another 
fort  of  Epidemick  Difemper  \  and  fo  on, one  Con - 
flitution  confantly  fucceeding  to  another ;  but 
'whether  in  a  continued  or  interrupted  Order , 
cannot  yet  be  nicely  determin'd :  And  laftly, 
That  mo  (l  Difeafes  in  a  Confitution ,  do  actual¬ 
ly  partake  fomewhat  of  the  Nature  of  the 
Regnant  Difeafe  :  I  fay,  that  I  am  very  in¬ 
clinable  to  believe,  that  all  thefe  Practical 
Notions  may  in  time,  by  this  Method,  be 
prov’d  Solid  Truths .  For  I  can  fcarce  doubt 
but  it  will,  by  Experience  fo  gain’d,  be  found, 
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that  in  thofe  Constitutions wherein  any  one 
Difiemper  becomes  Epidemiol r,  that  what¬ 
ever  it  be,  which  produces  tha l  Difiemper y 
whether  a  Malignant  Pofition  of  the  Hea¬ 
vens,  or  the  Approach  of  a  Comet ,  as  fome 
Fanfie,  or  an  Infection  either  generated  in 
the  Air  of  any  Country,  by  the  unfeafo- 
mblefs  of  the  Weather-,  or  elfe  brought 
thither,  from  other  parts  by  Winds  :  Or 
rather  laftly,  fome  Mineral  Morhifick  Miafi 
ma  evaporating,  or  exhaled,  from  the  Ca- 
verns  of  the  Earth  ;  that  whatever,!  fay,  it 
be  that  produces  that  laid  Difiemper ,  ia 
thofe  that  are  Afflifted  with  it,  and  a 
tendency  towards  it,  in  all  others  inhabi¬ 
ting  the  fame  Region ,  that  it  effects  it, 
either  by  difpofing  the  Bloods  cf  all  Men 
in  general  to  one  peculiar  ) crt  or  Species  of 
Dyfcrafie ,  tho’  in  fome  to  an  higher,  to 
other  to  a  lower  Degree,  or  elfe  by  alike 
JffeBing  the  Solids ,  tho’  not  in  an  equal 
Meafure,  or  laftly  by  Both,  But  this  'be- 
ing  purely  Conjectural,  how  well  groun¬ 
ded  foever,  fhall  no  longer  be  infilled  on 
by  me,  who  have  more  than  once  in  this 
EiTay,  declared  my  felf  no  Friend  to  Hy¬ 
po  thejes  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  wholly  leave 
to  Time  and  Experience  to  determine  th- 
Truth  or  Faljhood  of  it. 

And  heie,  before  I  proceed  any  further, 

I  cannot  like  wife  forbear  adding,  that 

I  ?  feeing 
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feeing  Experience  do’s  plainly ,  and  undeni¬ 
ably! difcover,  That  Diflempers  to  outward 
Appearance  extremely  alike ,  may,  and  m 
reality  oftentimes  do  proceed  from  different 
Dyfcrafies  of  the  Blood  ,  and  therefore  re¬ 
quire  different  Methods ,  and  different  Re¬ 
medies,  for  their  Cures  :  And  that  Difiajes 
as  widely  diftant  from  each  other  in  alpect, 
as  can  well  be  imagined,  may ,  and  do 
fometimes,  take  their  Origins,  from  the  very 
fame  kinds  of  hdtffo fit  ions  in  the  Blood, 
(both  which  I  have  beiore  infifted  on;  this 
ought  fufficientlv  to  Caution  us,  from  be- 
ine  miffed  by  a  General  and  Curfory  View 
of  Symptomes,  and  to  incite  us  to  the  molt 
diligent  Endeavours  by  this,  or  tome  bet- 
ter  way,  accurately  to  difcover  in  at.  Ca¬ 
fes  coming  under  our  Cognizance ,  how 
the  Blood  actually  ftands  affe&ed ;  that  io 
we  may  be  capacitated  to  do  the  greateft 
Service  poflible  to  out  Patients,  and  not  by 
Miftakes,  committed  through  want  oi  due 
Attention  ,  to  run  them  into  any  Real 
Danger  or  Inconvenience.  And  this  we 
fhall  be  better  qualified  tor,  by  trailing  to 
the  Evidences  ot  our  Senfes ,  than  by  giving 
our  felves  blindfold  up  to  the  Conduct  of 
Fancy  Imagination  and  Conjecture  ,  as  l 
hope  ’hereafter  fatisfaftorilv  to  demon- 

ftrate’.  III.  And 
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^  III.  And  fince  moil:,  if  not  all,  Chronick 
Cafes  are  thought,  and  perhaps  juftly  too, 
to  arife  from  peculiar  kinds  of  Indigeftions 
depolired  upon,  or  ctherwife  affecting  ei- 
tner  feme  ci  the  Parts,  or  elie  the  whole 
6 yjleme  of  the  Body,  we  may  hope  in  time, 
by  attaining,  through  the  affiftance  of  tins 
Method,  a  more  Perfed  Knowledge  of 
every  particular  Specifick  hdigeftion  (  each 
or  which  muft  of  neceSlity  produce  a  par¬ 
ticular  fpecifck  Dyfcrafie  in  the  Blood)  to 
ai  rive  at  a  more  certain  and  fatisfaftory 
Knowledge,  of  the  feveral  Caufes  of  all 
the  laid  C hromck  Cafes  •  and  thereby  be 
directed  to  a  more  certain  and  more  eff'edu- 
al  Cure  of  them,  than  by  aiming  at  only 
Correding  hdigeftion  in  general,  without 
having  any  due  Regard  to  the  peculiar  Spe- 
c‘es  of  Indigeftion,  either  producing,  or  ac¬ 
companying  each  diftinct  fort  of  Chronick 
Cafes  in  particular.  And  perhaps  by  being 
rendered  timely  fenfible  of  the  lea  ft  Ten¬ 
dencies  in  the  Blood  toward  the  being  in¬ 
fected,  by  any  of  thofe  Indigeftions ,  and  by 
conlecjuence  of  the  very  firft  beginnings  of 
them,  we  may  be  capacitated  to  cut  off 
thofe  Chronick  Dijeafes  while  they  are  only 
in  Fieri ,  as  the  Schools  love  to  term  it.  or 
according  to  the  Common  Phrafe,  in  the 
very  Bud  j  which,  if  it  can  be  effeded,  will 
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be  much  more  eafie  to  the  Patient,  as  well 
as  fafer,  and  therefore  more  defirable  than 
the  Extricating  them,  after  they  are  grown 
to  fuch  an  heighth,  and  fo  deeply  radica¬ 
ted,  as  almoft  to  bid  Defiance  to  our  beft 

'  -  * 

Endeavours. 

IV.  By  this  means  likewife  we  may  hope 
in  time  fullv  to  inform  our  felves,  of  the 
'True  and  immediate  Operations  of  all  forts  of 
Remedies ,  upon  the  feveral  Dyjcrafies  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  Mafs  of  Blood .  W  e  final]  there¬ 
by  certainly  learn  which  Remedies  do  At¬ 
tenuate  and  Rarefie  5  that  Vital  Liquor , 
which  do  Incraffate  and  Coagulate  it* 
Which  Correct  its  Acidity ,  Bitter  nefis,  Over - 
faltnefis,  Infoidnefs ,  &c.  Which  render  it 
more  Balfamick ,  &c.  which  operate  more 
immediately  upon  the  Craffamentum ,  or  GIq- 
bull,  and  which  upon  the  Serum.  And 
in  what  Dyjcrafies  one  Medicine  more  Porv - 
er fully,  more  Certainly,  more  Safely  and  more 
Expeditioufly  attains  its  end,  than  others  of 
the  fame  Qualities . 

By  a  ftrift  Profecution  of  the  METHOD 
here  pro  poled,  we  fliall  be  able  not  only 
to  determine,  whether  the  Vires  attributed 
to  the  Simples  now  in  ufe,  are  exaflly  fuch 
as  are  handed  down  to  us  by  our  Frede- 
eeffeps,  and  wherein  they  fometimes  may 
hate  been  vqill  :ken  (if  it  be  not  rather 

•  to 
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to  be  feared,  that  we  are  miftaken  in  li¬ 
ving  wrong  Names  to  feveral  things)  but 
ado  by  combining  two  or  more  Remedies, 
ev7en  of  like  Faculties,  at  leail:  in  our  Ap- 
prehenfions  fo,  we  may  inform  our  felves 
whether  fuch  Combinations  do  enhance 
and  increafe,  or ,  as  I  am  apt  to  fufpeft 
IeiTen  and  diminifh  the  force  of  each  other’s 
Operations ;  and  whether  they  may  not,  by 
the  Contrariety  of  fome  of  their  Qualities 
tota  ly  deftroy  each  other’s  Force ,  and  fo 
render  the  whole  Compofition  unufeful,  if 
not  hurtful.  Befides,  hereby  may  be  di(- 
covered,  whether  feveral  of  the  moll  Ce¬ 
lebrated  Preparations  of  fome  Medicines ,  do 
really  deferve  thofe  Encomia  which  have 
been  io  uberally  beftowed  upon  them,  or 
whether  thofe  Encomia  are  of  any  other 
uie,  tnan  to  miflead  the  Credulous  into 
miipence  of  time;  the  running  their  Pati¬ 
ents  into  far  greater  Charges,  than  are 
really  neceffary,  and  too  often  even  the 
endangering  of  their  Lives.  And  fmce 
the  Various  Preparations  of  the  very  fame 
Medicines,  muft  of  neceffity  alter  fome- 
t  mg  tne  Natures  of  them,  fo  prepared 
one  from  the  other ;  accurate  Objervations 
of  me  Effects '  produced  by  thofe  feveral 
Preparations,  in  the  feveral  Cafes  in  which 
friey  are  prefenbed  may,  in  fome  time, 
give  us  a  full  Profpeft,  in  what  Cafes  fome 
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of  the  fa  id  Preparations  may  be  more  Be¬ 
neficial,  and  in  what  more  Prejudicial  than 
others:  Which  Knowledge  is  Scarce  to  be 
attained,  without  carefully  examining  what 
Alterations  they  do  actually  produce,  not 
only  in  the  Blood  Amply  confidered,  but 
alfo  in  the  feveral  Dyferaftes  of  it.  And 
this  Knowledge ,  it  muft  be  owned, 
would  be  of  the  higheft  ufe,  in  fliortning 
the  Method*  of  Cure ,  in  many  Difeafes, 
and  fully  takeoff  the  Fears  of  Patients,  of 
being  abfolutely  ruined  in  their  Healths ; 
or  of  being  undone,  which  is  near  as  terri¬ 
ble  to  fome  fort  o  f  Perfons,  in  their  fmall 
Eftates,  or  mean  ways  of  fubfifting,  by  the 
exorbitant  and  intolerable  Charges  of  long 
Procejfes  of  Phyfick . 

And  being  thus  inftru&ed,  we  fhal!  on 
the  one  hand  be  encouraged  to  proceed  in 
our  Methods  of  Curing ,  with  the  greater 
Boldnefs,  and  our  Patients  will  not  be  dii- 
couraged  from  undergoing  the  neceffary 
Fatigues  and  Naufeoufnefs  of  them ,  with 
more  Chearfulnefs,  if  they  find  by  the  fpeedy 
goodSuccefs  of  our  Prescriptions,  and  we 
by  a  ftrift  Examination,  that  the  Means 
we  make  ufe  of  are  fuch  as  they  ought  to 
be5  and  like  to  be  crowned  with  an  hap¬ 
py  I  flue  ;  and  both  of  us  being  thus  en¬ 
couraged,  we  may  reafonably  hope  to  make 

more  expeditious,  more  fafe,  and  more  Uft- 

im 


(  *39  ) 

ing  Cures ,  than  if  blindfold,  as  I  may  fay, 
we  Combate  we  know  not  what,  and 
ftrike  we  know  not  where, nor  how  ;  as  it  is 
to  be  feared  they  are  often  apt  to  do,  who 
build  their  Practice  upon  the  fandy  Foun¬ 
dations  either  of  an  uncertain  Hypothecs,  or 
upon  the,  too  much  perhaps  relied  on,  Au¬ 
thorities  others,  in  the  mean  time  neglect¬ 
ing  almoft  totally  the  more  fare  Direfti- 
ons  of  thofe  Senfes ,  which  the  All  wije  Crea~ 
tor  has  mo  ft  gracioufly  beftowed  upon 
them^  I  hope  I  may  without  Offence  fay, 
for  their  Guidance  in  thefe  particulars,  as 
well  as  others.  And  on  the  other  Hand, 
if  by  a  freflh  Inflection  into,  and  nice  Ex¬ 
amination  of  the  State  of  the  Blood,  we  meet 
with  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  Medi¬ 
cine,  or  Medicines ,  we  have  prefcribed,  or 
the  Courfe ,  we  have  followed,  were  not 
fo  well  pitch’d  upon,  as  we  could  have 
wifhM,  or  did  defign,  we  fihall  fb  on  be  cau¬ 
tioned  from  the  further  perfifting  in  the  ufe 
of  the  former,  and  from  continuing  the  lat¬ 
ter,  to  the  Detriment  of  our  Patients  ;  and 
by  a  ferious  and  due  Confideration  of  the 
Ill-effe&s  wrought  in  the  Blood,  by  either 
or  both  of  them,  be  led,  as  it  were  by  the 
hand,  to  the  changing  of  them  for  fuch  as 
ihall  be  likely  to  prove  more  Beneficial : 
Which  when  once,  by  repeated  Examine 

nations 


(  140  ) 

nations  of  the  Blood,  we  fhall  have  found 
out,  we  fhall,  as  I  have  faid  above,  be  en¬ 
couraged  toperfift  in  the  ufe  of  them,  with 
more  Alacrity  and  Satisfaction,  from  the 
fair  Profpeft  of  a  deftred  Succefs ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  be  enabled  to  be  more  tru¬ 
ly  ferviceable  to  others  in  the  like  Cafe  or 
Cafes,  upon  their  immediate  coming  under 
our  Managements. 

V.  Perhaps  this  Method  of  Enquiry  may 
be  advantageous,  in  giving  us  a  better  in¬ 
fight  whether  the  feveral  Atom#  of  the 
Solids  do  really  aft  upon  the  Blood ,  and 
other  fluids,  or  not ;  and,  vice  verfa  ,Whe- 
ther  the  feveral  Djfcrafies  of  the  Blood  do 
affeft  the  Solids,  or  not  ;  and  if  they  do, 
as  with  the  moll:  Sagacious  Bagltvj  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  how,  and  in  what* 
manner  they  alternately  affeft  each  other ; 
and  thereby  afford  us  ufeful  Direftions, 
how  to  make  fuitable  Applications  to 
Botin  But  this  I  only  hint  by  the  bye, 
not  doubting  but  that  That  Great  Author 
will,  in  his  promifed,  and  by  me  earneftly 
w  idl’d  for,  large  Work  de  fihra  Motrice  & 
Morbofa,  fiifficientiy  clear  up  this  whole 
matter. 


YL  This 
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VI.  This  Method  ought  not  to  be  tie. 
Ipifed,  even  by  them  who  are  the  mod 
ltrenuous  Patrons  for  Philofophiz,iw  in  the 
Art  of  Phyjtck,  nor  in  truth  juftjy  can  be 
”r  ,e.y,  ahow  themfelves  the  liberty 
of  thinking  Calmly  and  Serioufly ;  becaufe 
it  will  furmfl:  them,  if  put  in  Praaice  anti 
taithruHy  communicated,  with  Multitudes 
or  incontejlahle  Experiments ,  whereon  to 
reafon,  and  from  whence  to  raife  Proha. 
bleLonjeBures,  and  from  whence  to  draw  al- 
molt  indisputable  Concluftons.  Nor  indeed 
would  I  willingly  be  fo  grolsly  mifunder- 
itood,  m  any  thing  I  yet  have,  or  {hall  here- 
aftei  aliert,  as  to  be  fufpe£ted  to  have  the  leaft 
cefign,  to  encourage  the  Banifhing  the  Ufe 
olReaJon  from,  either  the  Study,  or  PraBice 
of  this  mod  a/e/a/and  moll  Rational  Faculty. 
lSioy  the  utmolt,  that  1  plead  forSJ  will 
upon  the  mod  Mature  and  Critical  Deli¬ 
beration,  be  only  found  to  be  that,  on  the 
Contrary  part,  the  due  ufe  of  our  Senfes 
may  not  be,  as  they  hitherto  feem  too  much 
to  have  been,  wholly  banifh’d  thence,  but 
that  the  T eft monies  of  them  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  have  their  full  Force,  at  lead  in 
thofe  Cafes ,  where  they  are  the  mod  if 
not  the  only  competent  Witnelfes ;  and  fo 
b\  Conlequence,  that  each  may  have  their 
l  roper  Provinces  to  prefide  in.  And  this 
I  take  to  be  a  P ojiuLxte  to  highly  Reasonable* 

tha; 
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that  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  none,  but  thofe 
who  have  fhook  hands  with  their  Reajons, 
or  Senfes ,  or  both,  can  well  deny  me. 

j  nuift  freely  own,  That  the  Methoa  I 
have  here  propofed,  tends  at  leaft  diieCtly 
only  to  afford  us  fome  Satisfaction  as  to  the 
feveral  Morbid  States  of  the  Bloods  in  Hu¬ 
mane  Bodies,  and  the  feveral  Operations  of 
Medicines ,  internally  Exhibited,  in  correct- 
ins  them,  but  yields  not  the  lean:  Hints 
ex  propofito ,  as  to  the  Dyjcrajies  of  the  othei 
u  feful  Fluids ,  no  other  ways  than  what  may 
be  drawn  from  a  general  Inference,  that 
the  Fluids ,  which  are  fecreted^  from  the 
Blood,  may  rationally  be  fuppoled  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  Dif portions  of  it.  And  to  con- 
fefs  the  plain  Truth,  without  any  Diiguife, 
The  Secretions  of  the  other  ujejul  Fluids 
(the  Saliva  only  excepted  )  are  performed 
in  fuch  deep  Recejfes,  that  I  look  upon  it, 
as  abfolutely  impoffible,  Homine  Vivente  to 
make  any  exaCt  Enquiry  into  them.  (  And 
whether  a  Scrutiny  into  them  pojl  Mortem, 
will  be  of  any  mighty  Vfe  and  Advantage 
in  Phylick,  I  very  much  doubt. ;  To  ipeak 
mv  Sentiments  freely,  I  cannot  think  it  ex¬ 
tremely  neceflary  to  be  over  Curious  in  Inch 
Searches:  Becaufe  it  feems  to  me  wholly 
improbable,  if  the  Blood  be  hee  fiom  any 
Vice  that  the  other  Fluids ,  which  are  the 
ProduCts  of  it,  can  be  fo  bad,  as  to  occafion 
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any  Violent  or  Enormous  Difeafes :  And  if  a- 
oy  fuch  Difeafes  appear,  whifft  the  Blood, 
after  the  ftriffeft  Examination,  fee  ms  to 
be  in  Statu  Sano,  Ifhould,  with  the  often 
above  named  Author,  rather  chafe  to  rank 
them  with  thofe  of  the  Solids,  than  with 
thole  of  the  Fluids . 

As  for  the  Chyle,  f  muft  readily  acknow¬ 
ledge  it  to  be  fo  far  from  being  the  Pro- 
daft  of  the  Bloody  as  the  other  Fluids  are 
that  it  rather  is  the  Pabulum  of  it ;  for  from 
hence  daily  Supplies  are  admitted  into  the 
Veins,  which  would  otherwife  in  time  be 
quite  Exhauiled,  by  the  conlfant  Expences, 
which  are  every  day  made  from  thence.  It 
is  true,  before  its  Admiffion  into  and  inti¬ 
mate  Mixture  with  the  Blood  it  receives,  in¬ 
to  it,  for  very  Neceffary  Ufes,  fome  of  the 
other  ufeful  Fluids  ;  as  firft  of  the  Saliva , 
which  defcends  with  the  Food  into  the 
Stomach,  and  by  fome  is  thought  to  be  the 
Diflolvept  of  what  by  Maftication  is  before 
fitted  for  its  Reception  there  ;  and  in  the 
Stomach  it  felf,  the  Food  is  aifo  irrigated 
with  fome  of  the  juices,  excreted  from 
the  Glands*  inferted  in  the  faid  Organ,  in 
der  to  the  more  perfect  Liquation,  or 
Fujton  of  it  i  And  this  Liquamen  under¬ 
goes  in  the  Duodenum  further  Alterati¬ 
ons,  and  there  becomes  more  perfeft  Chyle , 
by  the  Addition  of  fome  of  the  Bile,  and 

Pamreatuk 
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Vancreatick  * juice ,  which  are  thought  to  be 
affiftant  to  it,  in  feparating  the  Pure  froril 
the  Impure  Parts  ;  and  from  hence  the  more 
pure  parts  of  it,  which  I  take  to  be  pro¬ 
perly  the  Chyle,  are  abforbed  into  the  La- 
deal  Veffels.  And  yet  notwithftanding 
all  this,  it  may  in  my  Opinion  be  truly  ter¬ 
med,  the  Pabulum  oi  the  fluids  in  Ani¬ 
mal  Bodies,  in  refpeft  of  the  Difproporti- 
on  there  is  between  the  Liquor  produced 
by  the  Diffolution  of  the  Food,  and  the 
quantity  of  the  fluids  admitted  into  it,  in 
order  to  its  Plenary  Diffolution ,  and  Pre- 
par  at  ion,  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  take 
the  Denomination  from  that  part,  which 
is  moil  predominant.1  But  among  the 
Objections ,  I  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  fomething  more  of  the  Chyle :  At 
leaft  I  fhall  there  hint  a  way  to  guefs  at, 
how  conditioned  the  Chyle  is,  when  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  Blood,  and  before  that 
time,  by  reafonit  mu  ft  partake  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Food,  or  Foods ,  which  it  is 
produced  from,  it  will  not  fo  properly  come 
under  my  Confideration.  Therefore  for 
the  prefent,  I  fhall  difmifs  this  Topick ,  to 
make  room  lor  the  Objections  them- 

p  Ives 

The  Notion  by  me  propos’d,  and  incul¬ 
cated  being  wholly  New,  (for  fo  I  take  it 

to  be)  I  may  by  confeouence  expeft  to  be 

pelted 
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pelted  from  every  Quarter,  with  QbjeQT 
pns;  Common  Prudence  does  there  fore  ofr 
lige  me,  to  provide  for  my  Defence,  and 
to  fecure  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  all  thofe 
Avenues,  which  lye  moft  open,  and  by 
which  I  may  be  in  Danger  of  being  attack’d^, 
with  any  ProfpeT  of  Succefs.  In  order  to 
which  end,  tho?  I  will  not  pretend  to  E« 
numerate  all  thofe  Objections ,  which  this 
Method  may  feerxi  liable  to,  yet  this  I  pro* 
mife  faithfully,  that  I  will  not  willingly, 
or  wilfully  omit  any  one  of  Moment,  which 
may  either  occur  to  my  Thoughts, or  which 
I  have  had  offer’d  to  my  Confideration  by 
others  ;  as  alfo  that  I  will  not  defignedly  by 
any  Mifreprefentation  rob  any  of  them  of 
their  juft  Weight  and  Force.  But  if  any 
fliouldexpeft  that  in  doing  this,  I  fhould  tye 
my  feif  to  any  thing  of  an  Accurate  Or¬ 
der,  I  muft  beg  his  Pardon,  as  looking 
upon  it,  as  next  to  impoffible,  in  fo  com 
fufed  a  Matter  as  Objections ,  which  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  ftarted  by  ail  forts  of 
Perfons,  to  do  it;  and  befides  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  an  Effay  do’s  not  neceffarily  and 
ftriftly  require  it. 

I.  The  firft  Objection ,  which  1  fhall  take 
notice  ot,  fhall  be  this.  As  to  feme  Uif~ 
eafes  of  the  Blood,  the  Method  appears  Na¬ 
tural  and  Eafie  enough ,  but  as  to  others 

K  it 
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it  feems  wholly  Impracticable,  Some  Dif* 
safes  may  not  only  admit  of,  but  alfo  re¬ 
quire  large  and  frequent  Bleedings,  and 
thereby  afford  both  Quantities  of  Blood 
large  enough,  and  Opportunities  frequent 
enough,  thoroughly  to  examine  the  Blood , 
and  accurately  to  obferve  all  the  Changes 
and  Alterations  produced  in  it,  either  by 
the  Difeafes  themfelves,  or  by  the  Medicines 
exhibited  :  But  other,  on  the  Contrary,  are 
of  fo  different  a  Nature ,  that  Bleedings ,  ef- 
pecially  fo  frequently  repeated,  as  is  hin¬ 
ted,  may  be  of  Mifchievous ,  not  to  fay  Per¬ 
nicious  ,  Conference ,and  therefore  in  all  fuch 
Cafes  the  Method  can  be  of  no  real  Ad* 
vantage,  becaufe  it  would  be  impious  to  at¬ 
tempt  it, 

Anfmr.  All  this  I  as  readily,  as  the  Ob¬ 
jectors  themfelves  can  defire,  do  grant  to 
be  true,  did  I  fo  much  as  fuppofe,  it  to 
be  neceffary  that  the  VenafeCtions  fhould  be 
large,  as  well  as  pretty  often  repeated, 
which  I  am  fo  far  from  fuppofing,  much 
lefs  from  requiring,  That  I  judge  it  pofli- 
ble  to  make  as  exaCt  a  Judgment,  of  the 
State  ,  Confidence  ,  Texture ,  and  all  other 
Qualifications  of  the  Blood ,  by  the  bare  E- 
miflion  of  two  ounces,  or  an  ounce  of  Blood 
in  any  Cafe,  and  in  the  moil  Dangerous 
one  of  half  an  ounce,  as  of  a  whole  Pound : 
(  This  Affertion ,  how  Paradoxical  fo  ever 
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t™7 a  l  aPPear»  1  dou^  nor 

b>  and  by  fatisfaftordy  to  make  out,  to 
the  mod  Sceptical.)  Now  if  fo  very  fmall  a 
quantity  may  be  Efficient,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  look  d  upon  as  unreafonable  tofup- 
po  e,  that  there  are  but  few,  I  may  fay  ex¬ 
tremely  few,  likely  to  come  under  our  Ma- 
nagements,(efpecially  w ith  hopes  of  Succefs) 

Sh  u?  thie,bfs  °ff0  Very  fmaI1  a quantity 
oi  the  Blood  drawn  out  once  in  a  Fortnight 

three  Weeks,  or  a  Month ,  if  the  Cafes 
be  Chronical,  or  oftner,  if  they  be  Acute. 
can  produce  any  real  at  lead  confiderable 
Mifchief.  And  as  to  thofe,  the  Deplora- 
blenefs  of  whofe  Conditions,  or  the  Pre¬ 
judices  of  whofe  ill-grounded  Opinions, 
wdl  not  permit  us  this  reafonable  Satif- 
taction,  we  mud  content  our  felves  with 
doing  what  we  can,  fince  it  will  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  do  what  we  would.  How- 
ever,  even  in  this  State  ot  Affairs,  thole 
who  fhall  think  fit  to  make  ufe  of  this 
Method,  as  often  as  they  fhall  have  Permif- 
fion,  when  they  dial!  be  denied  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  fo  doing,  will  be  in  no  worfe 
Circumdances ,  than  thofe  who  fhall  ei¬ 
ther  oppofe  it,  or  judge  it  not  worth  their 
while  to  take  any  notice  of  it,  being, 

I  will  iuppoie,  as  fitly  qualified  and  ca- 
pacitated  to  Praclije  Rationally  and  Sue* 
cefsfully,  upon  bare  Supfojltions  and  Conje- 

K  2  £tures„ 
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Bures ,  as  even  thofe  latter :  Nay,  it  can 
hardly  be  doubted,  but  that  they  will  be 
much  better  fitted  for  fuch  a  P raff  ice,  by 
reafon  of  the  Advantages,  they  may  be¬ 
forehand  have  gained,  by  former  Obferva - 
tions,  made  in  Purfuance  of  the  Method 
here  recommended. 

But  to  all  this  I  expeft  it  will  be  far¬ 
ther  replied,  That  my  Affertion  is  Ex¬ 
travagant, and  that  notwithftanding  all  that 
I  have  fo  boldly  Vouched,  it  will  be  altoge¬ 
ther  impoffible, to  make  an  ExaBJudgmentot 
the  State ,  Confidence,  &c.  of  the  Blood , 
by  fo  final!  a  quantity  as  I  propofe ;  becaufe 
lo  minute  a  pittance  of  Blood ,  will  be 
cooled  almoft  as  foon  as  in  the  Porringer , 
upon  which  account  there  will  not  be 
fpace  ot  time  enough,  between  the  Etmj- 
fion  and  Refrigeration ,  of  the  levera!  parts 
of  it,  to  Separate  from ,  and  difengage 
each  other  ;  and  therefore  the  extra£led 
l  laid  may  look  of  a  commendable  Co¬ 
lour,  and  the  Confidence  of  the  faid  Blood 
appear  too  thick,  when  perhaps,  had  it  been 
drawn  out  in  much  larger  Quantities,  it 
would  have  had  a  quite  different  Afpeft; 
and  belides  the  Serum  not  being  for  the 
fame  Reafon  feparated  from  the  Globule, 
we  muff  be  left  wholly  in  the  Dark  as 
to  its  Tranjfurency ,  Colour,  Thickuefs,  Tbin- 
nefs ,  &C. 


To 
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tnTVhoS  Iaanfwer  ’  $rfij  by  appealing 
to  daily  Praa.ce,  That  nothing  is  more 

<Ve3mpn’  than  by  bare  infpeafng  a  Sur- 

aho'»r  nger  (whlch  feIdom  holds 
IT;  V;,°  ounces-J  to  pretend  at  lea  ft  to 
pais  a  Judgment,  upon  the  &W therein 

“’f'Ch  evidently  paftdeniallhows, 
t;  at  a  fmall  quantity  will  fuffice  to  oive 

wi  t  /’1'0  C,!e  Nature  the  Blood. 
■Secondly,  by  hinting  at  an  Expedient  to 

r°hbTve  a13'  Chere  is.of  teal  Strength  in 

r  ,e  Onjeftmn,  which  is,  that  in  the  Vef- 
.  .com^only  made  ufe  of,  for  the  Re¬ 
ceiving  the  Blood  emitted  from  the  Veins 
Were  being  fo  fmall  a  fpace  in  depth  be 

ZTl^  b?tt°m  0f  thefaid  Ve&and 

he  Suiface  o>  the  Blood  received  into  them 

vldnTr  \tr’  Wjth  Che  Chilnefs  of  the 
,  L  '-'h  works  too  immediately  up. 
on  the  Blood  and  fo  the  Combined  Mafs 
Serum  and  Craff ament  urn  cools  all  at 
‘ lke  i  Without  affording  time  for  the  Se- 

pam.cn  °f  the  one  from  the  other,  If  the 

Blood  that  is  to  be  let  out  be  taken  very  fpa. 

this8  fn  But  methinks’  U  1  am  not  miftaken, 

.  inconvenience  may  lately  and  fuffi- 

cienrly  be  provided  againft  by  the  Form 

and  Size  ( which  is  the  Expedient  I  del 

fign  to  propofe  )  of  the  Veffels  to  be  ufed  ' 

»r  receiving  the  Blood ;  which, “ccorS 

to  my  prefent  thoughts,  I  would  have  ei- 

?  ther 
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ther  Cylindrical ,  or  elle  in  the  Shape  of  the 
Fruftum  of  a  Taper  Cone  Inverted,  or  with 
the  Bafts  uppermoft  ("like  thefe  Glaffes  in 
which  Jellies  are  ufually  ferved  up  at  En¬ 
tertainments )  and  of  Inch  Dimenfions, 
that  every  Inch  or  every  three  quarters  of 
m  Inch  of  their  Cavity  in  depth,  fhould 
contain  the  quantity  of  an  ounce  ot  Blood, 
more  or  lefs.  By  this  Contrivance  the 
Blood  received,  would  cool  more  gradu¬ 
ally,  becaufe  the  Cylindrical ,  or  Conick  Co¬ 
lumn  of  the  Blood  would  fufficiently,  for 
fome  time,  refill  the  im  predion  of  the  Am¬ 
bient  Air ,  which  can  then  only  a  cl  upon 
its  Surface  immediately,  as  it  do’s  in  other 
Velfels,  when  taken  in  large  Quantities, 
andfo  by  confequence  more  time  would  be 
gained,  for  the  feveral  parts  of  that  Crim- 
fon  Mafs ,  by  its  cooling  gradually,  to  fe- 
parate  from  each  other,  than  can  be  fup- 
pofed  when  the  Blood  is  fpread  thin  upon 
ihe  bottom  of  a  Wide  Porringer. 

But  may  it  not  be  feared,  that  the  Cold- 
nels  of  the  Sides  of  a  Veflel,  even  thus 
framed,  may  be  as  prejudicial  to  us  in 
our  Enquiries,  as  the  Impreffion  of  the 
Ambient  Air.  by  flriking  a  Chilnefs  into 
the  extracted  Blood,  which,  confidering 
the  Narrow nefs  of  the  internal  Capacity 
of  thefe  Veffels,  may  fo  far  affe£l  it,  as  to 
impede  the  Separation  of  the  Thinner 
'  '  ■  '  v  ’ '  !  '  from 
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from  the  Thicker  parts  of  the  Blood,  as 
much,  nay  more  than  the  Sudden  impuife 
of  the  Air  it  felf?  I  anfwer  no  ;  becaufe 
the  falling  of  the  Blood  into  it,  efpecially 
it  it  Flow  in  a  Large  and  full  Stream, 
will  thoroughly  warm  the  faid  Veflel.  But 
fuppofing  that  fhould  not  be  fuflicient,  I 
hope  this  fmall  inconvenience  may  likewife 
be  prevented,  by  one  of  the  following  ways, 
viz.  either  by  holding  the  Veflels  for  fome 
time  before  or  even  while  the  Blood  is  run¬ 
ning  into  them  in  a  very  warm  Hand ;  or 
elfe  by  letting  the  Veflels  Float  in  Water 
fomething  warmer  than  Blood,  before 
they  are  ufed.  Either  of  which  ways 
( though  I  fake  the  former  to  be  the  better, 
becaufe  the  warmth  of  an  hand  is  near 
equal  to  that  of  Blood  ;  and  thereby  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  letting  any  Wet  into  the 
Veflel,'  will  take  off  the  Chilling, and  by  con- 
fequence  the  Thickning  faculty  of  the  Glais, 
Earth,  or  Metal  which  might  too  much  hin¬ 
der  the  Separation  of  the  Serum  and  the  Glo- 
bull  from  each,  without  which  Separation 
we  are  capable  of  making  no  tolerable  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Crafis  of  the  Blood. 

Before  I  pafs  any  farther,  I  think  it  not 
improper  to  add,  that  I  fhould  judge  it 
moft  advifeable,  to  have  thefe  Veflels  made 
of  Flwt-Glafs ,  which,  by  its  Tranfparencj 
and  Colour lefsnefs,  will  permit  us  to  take  a 
tolerable  View  of  the  Contents  of  the  Bloody 

K  4  without 
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without  the  hazarding  the  blending  and 
confounding  together  the  feveral  parts  of 
it, which  the  takingup Porringers  filled  with 
Blood  may  occafion ;  efpecially  when  the 
Serum  is  very  thin,  and  the  Compages  or 
the  Cmfj'amentum  very  lax,  as  in  many,  but 
more  particularly  Greenjicknefs^C  fifes  I  have 
generally  found  them  to  be.  Not  to  mention 
that  if  they  fhould  be  made  of  Silver, Pewter, 
Tin, or  fuchlike,  perhaps  the  Salts  contained 
in  the  Blood  may,  by  their  aftingupon  thofe 
Metals, and  being  reafted  upon  by  them,  oc- 
cafion  fuch  Alterations  in  the  Blood  it  ielf,  as 
may  fometimes  deceive  us  in  our  Enquiries : 
Which  is  force  to  be  feared  or  apprehended 
from  fo  Solid  and  Terfe  a  Body,  as  that  of 


Glafs. 

And  here  I  defigned  fully  to  have  dii- 
mifs’d  any  further  Confideration  of  this  firlt 
Objection,  had  I  not  been  kindly  reminded 
by  a  Learned  Friend  (to  whom  I  gave 
a  fight  of  this  Eifay  in  its  fecond  Draughr) 
that  I  had  quite  forgot  to  make  any  Reply 
to  one  Branch  of  the  faid  Obje&ion,  viz. 
That  it  is  extremely  dangerous  to  bleed  at 
all  in  fome  Cafes,  and  therefore  there  my 
Method  would  be  of  no  ufe.  His  Objecti¬ 
on  was  twofold,  which  I  fhall  1st  down 
in  his  own  Words, 

(x.)  In  all  Hy  dr  apical  Cafes  there  appears 
to  be  great  inconvenience  and  hazard  in 

**>  w  f:  v“.  -  ‘  v-‘  :  pur-* 
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purfuing  the  Method  here  propounded :  The 
Extrafting  a  fatal!  quantity  of  this  Liquor 
of  Life  may  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  a 
Perfon  labouring  under  an  Hydrops ;  Be- 
caufe  the  Aqueous  Humour  prevailing  over 
the  Sanguineous  Mafs ,  the  lofs  of  an  Ounce 
or  two  of  Blood  depauperates  the  Weak  and 
corrupted  Mafs,  and  gives  the  Diftemper 
an  higher  Predominancy. 

( 2.)  In  lurking  Fevers  and  other  Acute 
Difeafes ,  Bleeding  has  frequently  produced 
ill  and  dangerous  EffeQs :  and  in  fuch  Ca¬ 
fes  there  is  little  time  to  make  fuch  Experi¬ 
ments. 

As  tothe  former  ofthefe  OhjtUions  (which 
have  been  flatted  out  of  my  firft,and  are  in¬ 
deed  branches  of  it)  were  I  not  refolved  to 
anfwer  fairly  all,  that  have  the  appear* 
ance  of  any  force  againft  the  Profecution 
of  the  Method  by  me  propofed ,  I  might 
eafily  difengage  my  felf  at  once  from  it, 
by  afferting,  and  that  I  believe  juftly  too, 
that  the  Diftemper  fpecified  is  not  one  of 
thofe,  that  come  properly,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  under  the  Enquiries  aimed  at  in  this  Ef  x 
fay*  For  if  I  am  not  very  grofsly  mi  ft  a - 
ken,  this  Diftemper  do’s  more  properly  be¬ 
long  to  the  Llafs  of  the  Solids ,  than  of 
the  Fluids ;  and  lam  apt  to  believe  that 
thofc  Dyfcrafies  in  the  Bloody  which  ac¬ 
company  Hydropkd  Cafes ,  and  that  vaft 

quantity 
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quantity  of  Serum  which  is  fo  pernici- 
oufly  retain’d  in  the  Body,  whether  in  pro- 
per  Cy(les>  or  in  the  Cavity  it  fell  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  or  in  thelnftertices  of  the  Mufdes, 
will  at  the  long  run  be  found  to  be  wholly 
owing  to  an  Ineptitude  in  the  Solids ,  to 
afiift  the  Current  of  the  Blood  in  its  Cir¬ 
culation;  and  by  confequence  in  its  due 
Elaboration.  But  to  lay  afide  this  Evafion, 
and  to  attempt  fomething  of  a  dired 
Anfwer  to  the  Objedion,  The  main  force 
of  it  lies  in  this,  That  the  Objeffor,  with 
divers  other  Learned  Men,  luppofes  all 
Bleeding  in  Hydropical  Cafes  may  be  of  dan¬ 
gerous,  if  not  pernicious,  Confequence.  But 
this  Suppofition,  though  it  may  hold  gene¬ 
rally  true,  yet,  by  the  Confent  of  Cele- 
brated  Pbyfcians ,  will  admit  of  fome  Ex¬ 
ceptions.  And  therefore  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  allowed  as  a  full  Anfwer  to  this  Gbje- 
dion,  or  at  leaft  as  fufficient  for  my  pre- 
fent  purpofe,  If  I  can  produce  Tefiimonies 
from  Men  of  undoubted  Reputation  in  the 
Faculty ,  to  prove  that  the  taking  Blood  in 
Dropfical  Cafes, may  be  fometimes  fofar  from 
being  dangerous,  that  it  may  be  neceifary® 
Which  if  I  (ball  be  able  to  effed,  I  may  in 
Juftice  exped  that  it  will  not  be  look’d  up¬ 
on  as  a  Criminal  Poftulate  to  demand  a  Li¬ 
berty,  now  and  then,  to  extrad  halt  an 

ounce  of  Blood  in  Cafes,  that  are  not  ab« 

folutely 
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folutely  Defperate,  or  Verging  upon  it,  which 

is  all  that  I  propofe,  where  larger  Quanti¬ 
ties  will  not,  with  fafety  to  the  Life  of  the 
Patient,  be  admitted  of. 

Mercurialis  in  his  PreleEtiones  Patavin e  de 
Cognofcendis  &  Curandis  Humani  Corporis  Af- 
fetfibus,  Fol.  V ?net.  1627.  Page  35 6.  informs 
us, that  Gal.  deviEtus  rat  tone  3.  and  A'etius 
do  both  commend  letting  of  Blood  in  the 
Cure  of  an  Hypofarca ,  in  two  Cafes,  viz. 
s.  When  there  is  a  Repletion  of  Phlegmatick 
Blood  in  the  Body :  and,2.  When  the  Difeafe 
is  caufed  by  a  Retention  of  the  Menftrua  or 
Hemorrhoids.  Pulverinus  quotes  the  fame 
place  in  Galen  for  Bleeding  in  the  beginning 
of  an  Anafarca,  Riverius  allows  it  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Diftemper  in  the  latter  Cafe  in 
the  Chapter  De  Hydrope.  Capivaccius  in  Cap . 
De  Affect  thus  Hep  at  is  allows  it  not  only  m 
an  Anafarca ,  but  alfo  in  an  Afcitis,  if  the 
Blood  be  vehemently  peccant?  and  fortius 
Opinion  more  exprefsl  y  quotes  Avicenna.  Ce- 
Jalpinus  in  his  Praxis  Vniverfe  Artis  Medice 
in  the  beginning  ofthe  Chapter  intituled  C«- 
ratto  Hydropis,  agrees  with  Mercuriatis  afore- 
inentioned, and  tells  us,  that  Galen  admitted 
°f  “L?  Leucopblegmatia,  though  it  were  a 
Cold  Dileafe,  if  it  proceeded  from  a  Ret  end- 

°‘  the  Menftrua  or  Hemorrhoids ;  and  fur¬ 
ther  adds, that  Paulas  and  Aetius  were  for  re¬ 
peating  it  in  three  days.  Hollerius  lays,  that 
»  is  peculiarly  proper  for  a  Leuco- 
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phlegmatia ,  And  Duretu s  in  his  Enarration  up¬ 
on  that  Place  in  Holler  ms .  a  (Tigris  two  Reafons 
for  it  in  thefe  Words,  7  ueclmationem 
Lau]<£r  turn  ad  Libert  at  em  Spirandi^  ith .4. 
Acutor,  Mori .  and  in  the  Annotation 
upon  his  faid  Enarration ,  he  proceeds  to 
tell  us  in  what  Cafes,  and  upon  what  Ac¬ 
counts  Bleeding  may  be  proper  in  feveral 
Species  of  Dropfies  ;  and  concludes  again  for 
the  Reafons  already  mention’d,  that  Bleed¬ 
ing  is  always  neceflary  in  the  Cure  of  a 
Leuccphlegmatia.  Baghvy  in  his  Treat  ife,  de 
Praxi  Medica ,  &c.  Lugd.  Bat,  1700 •Page 
69,  (and  Page  the  103.  of  his  Works,  Prin¬ 
ted  in  4  to.  at  Lyons  1704,)  quotes  the  Epi- 
demicks  of  Hippocrates ,  tho’  he  mentions 
neither  the  Book ,  nor  the  Section,  forBlee- 
♦  ding  in  a  difficulty  of  Breathing  though  in  a 
Dr  op  fie,  But  none  that  I  have  yet  met  with 
is  more  Pofitive  and  more  Large,  in  com¬ 
mending  V en&j'eftions  in  Dropfies  y  as  well  as 
In  other  disputable Cafesythzn  Leonardos  Bo« 
tall  at ,  who  Writes  a  long  Chapter  of  it,  viz,. 
the  15 th  in  his  Book,  de  Curatione  per  San - 
guinis  Mifjionem 9  wherein  he  aflercs,  that 
Hippocrates  himfelf  Commends  it,  in  II.  E- 
f  id .  Seel,  5.  and  in  lib ,  de  viflu  Acutor,  N.  26. 
Where  in  Cafe  an  Hydropic al  Perfon  be  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  Difficulty  of  Breathing,  Hippo - 
crates  thinks  it  neceflary,  if  it  be  Spring 
lime,  and  the  Sick  Perfon  in  the  Vigor  of 
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5?lS  Ag<p  and  ftrong,  to  take  away  Blood 
from  the  Arm.  4nd  in  his  Book  de  Jf. 
jemonihtu ,  N.  21.  The  fame  Author  lays, 
that  Blood  may  be  frequently  taken  fi  6m 
the  Splenetick  Vein,  in  thofe  who  have  ore, it 
Spleens,  tho’  inclinable^  Dropfies.  The  lame 
Boullus,  (from  whom  all  thefe  Quotations 
or  Hippocrates  are  citedj  tells  us,  that  Ga- 
«»againft  Erafijlratm,  ( who  was  a  Profefs’d 
Enemy  to  Bleeding')  in  his  Book  of  Bleeding 
Chapter  5,  fays,  1  have  often  Cur’d  Convulsi¬ 
ons  and  the  Dr  op  fie  by  Evacuation  of  Blood 
As  to  the  Quotations  made  by  Bot alius  from 
Hippocrates  I  have  taken  the  Pains,  as  well 
as  I  could,  to  compare  them  with  the  Ori¬ 
ginal,  and  mull  confefs,  that  in  the  firffi 
“oif  :  II.  Epid.  Sell.  <.  (which  I  fuppofe  is 
that  referr’d  to,  by  the  great  Bsgtivj)  Foe - 
jtus  feems  to  apprehend,  that  the  ' Difeafe 
meant  in  that  Claufe  is  not  the  Dropfte ,  but 
tlvz  bpilepfie  ;  to  whofe  Opinion  I  fhould 
make  no  Difficulty,  for  the  reafon  by  him 
ajjjgn  d,  to  Subfcribe,  were  it  not  for  the 
express  Terms  us’d  in  the  Second,  viz.  De 
v  tau  Acutorum ,  Numb.  6 2,  which  the  laid 
Learned  tdefius  has  no  other  way  to  evade 
than  by  hinting  that  he  looks  upon  the 
1  ext  there  to  be  not  a  little  deprav'd  •  tho’ 
l  am  apt  to  believe,  that  the  chief  Reafon 
.  31^  being  unwilling  to  own  the  Genu- 

Mienels  of  it,  might  proceed  from  its  being 

fo 
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fo  pofitively  exprefs  againft  the  fo  corn-' 
monly  received  Notion,  that  the  Dropfie 
is  a  cold  Dijtemper ,  and  has  always  its 
Origin  from  a  cold  Caufe.  By  what  Te- 
ftimonies  I  have  produced,  I  hope  I  have 
made  it  appear,  paft  Contradiction,  that 
there  were  Phyficians,  of  no  mean  Note,  in 
moft  Ages  wherein  the  Art  made  any 
thing  of  a  Figure ,  who  were  fo  far  from 
thinking  it  always  piacular  to  draw  Bloody 
that  fometimes  they  judged  it  neceflary? 
and  recommended  it,  and  that  even  in 
much  larger  quantities,  as  may  reafonably 
be  fuppofed,  than  I  infift  upon,  in  order 
to  fatisfie  our  but  neceflary  Curiolity,  in 
the  Profecution  of  the  Method  oi  this  Effay 
by  me  inculcated.  And  that  it  may  actually 
fometimes  be  ferviceable  in  Dropjles  ,  to 
draw  away  blood  in  pretty  large  Quan¬ 
tities,  I  am  very  well  fatisfyed  from  an 
In  (lance  within  my  own  Knowledge  ;  which 
was  this  that  follows. 

A  Gentlewoman  here  in  Coventry ,  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  a  Lying  in,  grew 
fo  extremely  Anafarcous ,  after  a  diminute 
flowing  of  the  Lochia ,  that  by  reafon  of 
that  and  her  extraordinary  Weaknefs^  her 
Life  was  wholly  defpairedof :  After  which 
fhe  was  feized  with  fuch  violent  Pleuritick 
Pains,  that  I  was  called  in  by  her  Father - 
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in •LatPj  Mr.  Tardley  (  a  very  Skilful  and 
fuccefsful  Cbirurgeon )  to  confult  whether 
it  might  not  be  advifeable,  in  this  dubi¬ 
ous  State  ,  to  take  Blood  from  her  Arm  : 
the  Cafe  feemed  to  me  very  deplorable ; 
however,  with  Celfus ,  I  thought  it  better 
to  try  an  uncertain  Remedy,  rather  than 
none,  and  therefore  confented  to  the  Bleed - 
ing  in  the  Arm.  What  was  the  fuc» 
cefs  of  it  ?  Why,  after  the  fecond  Bleedings 
the  Pleuritick  Pains  were  removed  ;  with- 
out  any  real  at  leaft  vifible  Prejudice  to 
her  An aj area ,  which  was  afterwards,  in 
’  £he  Compafs  of  a  very  few  Weeks,  carried 
off,  by  the  Application  of  warm  Stupes 
and  Fomentations ,  and  fhe  perfectly  refto- 
red  to  her  Health,  which  fhe  enjoyed  for 
Tome  Years ;  till,  within  a  Month  or  two 
of  her  expected  Lying  in,  fhe  was  feized 
with  a  prodigious  H&morrbagia  Sanguinis 
ex  utero'y  and  notwithftanding  the  united 
Endeavours  of  her  hather-in-Law  and  rne^ 
was  in  the  fpace  of  a  very  few  hours  car¬ 
ried  off  by  it.  The  Corollaries  deducible 
from  this  true  Hifiory  feem  tome,  to  be 
plainly  thefe.  Firfly  That  it  mav  be  ufe* 
fui  fometimes  to  take  away  Blood  in  Drop- 
fas,  and  that  even  in  a  not  very  Eligible 
junfture  of  time  (as  none  I  fuppofe  will 
take  the  latter  end  of  a  Lying  in  to  be:) 
AndySecondljyThM  Perfons  abounding  with 

Blood 
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Blood  mav  be  obnoxious  to  Dropftes  as  it 
is  evident  this  Perfon  was,  if  we  refled 
upon  the  fatal  Cir  cum  fiances  of  her  Death. 

And  now  I  hope  none,  who  has  not 
given  himfelf  up  to  Prejudice,  can  fo  much 
as  fufped ,  that  the  taking  away  fo  mi¬ 
nute  a  quantity  of  Blood,  as  I  propofe,  can 
be  of  a  dangerous ,  much  lefs  a  pernicious 
Confequence ,  even  in  a  Dropfie,  provided 
the''  Cafe  be  not  adually  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  Extremity,  and  the  Sick  perlon  paft 


the  leaf!  hope  of  Cure. 

As  to  th cfecond  branch  of  this  la  ft  men-^ 

tioned  Objection ,  which  has  fprung  out  of 
my  firft  General  one,  I  will  not  in  anfwer  to 
it  inlift,  that  the  matter  fuggefted  in  it, 
is  ftill  in  debate  among  the  Learned  them- 
felves,  fome  Phjficians  of  Deferved  Reput  a~ 
tion ,  for  Skill  and  Judgment,  making  life 
of  Larger  and  often  Repeated  Phlebotomy, in 
thofe  very  Cafes ,  wherein  others  ieem  to 
fear  the  lofs  of  theimalleft  quantity  of  Blood, 
near  as  much  as  the  aftual  giving  Poifon, 
and  both  Tides  pretending  to  back  their 
different  Opinions,  and  Practice,  with  Real  on 
and  Experience  ;but  fhall  fairly  crave, that  be¬ 
fore  the///*  Accidents  fometimes  fucceeding  in 
Lurking  Fevers ,  and  other  Acute  Difeajes,  be 
pohtively  charg’d  upon  Bleeding,  that  all  due 
care  be  taken  fully  to  fatisfie  our  felves,  that 

they  really  are  the  products  of  it :  for  o- 

therwne 
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ilierwife  we  may  often  be  apt  to  miftake 
z  Non  Caufa  pro  Caufa.  For  it  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  denominate  any  Accident,  how 
bad  foever,  now  and  then  fucceeding  to 
Bleeding  in  fuch  Cales,  an  Effect  of  the 
B  lee  dingy  unlefs  it  can  rationally  be  pro¬ 
ved  a  necejjary  and  confiant  Conference  of 
it.  Ex.gr.  Abundance  of  Perfons  may,  and 
I  fear  aftually  have  Mifcarried  after'  Plen¬ 
tiful  Bleedings ,  even  in  Effential  Pleurifies. 
Will  any  Man  therefore,  who  is  not  blind** 
ed  with  an  Invincible  Prejudice  again  ft 
taking  Blood  in  any  Cafe,  from  hence  infer, 
that  the  Extr afling  Blood  in  Cajes  truly  Rleu°* 
riticky  is  dangerous,  or  pernicious  ?  Before 
therefore  we  proceed  to  pafs  a  Definitive 
Sentence ,  in  particulars  of  this  Nature,  we 
ought  well  to  weigh,  whether  Blood  has 
not  been  taken  in  too  Jmall  a  Quantity  ? 
whether  the  Medicines  exhibited  immedi- 
ately  thereupon  were  proper  or  improper  ? 
or  whether  the  Regimen  after  ufed  might 
not  rather  than  the  Bleeding  be  the  Real 
Caufe  of  the  Ill-Ejfetts ,  fo  juftly  complained 
of?  Though  I  cannot  but  think  that  I 
have  exprefs’d  my  prefent  Notion  in  Terms 
fufficicntly  Intelligible  •  yet  I  will,  for  the 
further  Clearing  ot  it,  fuppofe,  what  I  fancy 
none  will  deny  me,  That  there  are,  or  at 
leaft  may  be,  Fevers ,  which  are  purely 
Inflammatory:  and  that  in  fuch  the  only 

L  proper 
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proper  Indication  is  the  Ahateing  the  ln<* 
nammatory  Difpofition  of  the  Blood:  For  the 
attaining  which  end,  I  doubt  not  but  it 
will  readily  be  granted  me,  that  Large  and 
frequently  Repeated  Venefeffions  ,  Plentiful 
Dilutions ,  with  Cooling  Liquors  and  Juleps, 
a  Free  Vfe  of  Air,  avoiding  all  kinds  of 
Exercife  which  may  heat,  are  the  moft  like¬ 
ly  Means :  Now  if  inftead  ofthefe  Methods 
I  fhould  under  fuch  Circumftances  Ex- 
tratt  Blood  but  once,  and  that  fparingly  too  ; 
inftead  of  Large  Draughts  of  Cooling  Liquors 
and  Juleps ,  I  fhould  prefcribe  Strong  Cor¬ 
dials  and  Heating  Juleps ,  though  even  to 
be  taken  feldom,  and  (paring  too  :  inftead 
of  taking  my  Patient  out  of  his  Bed ,  and 
keeping  him  thence ,  and  inftead  of  opening 
the  Windows,  to  let  in  Air,  upon  him  ,  I 
fhould  keep  him  conftantly  fiived  up  in 
his  Bed ,  with  the  Curtains  clofe  drawn  a* 
bout,  and  a  Load  of  Cloaths  upon  it:  If  in¬ 
ftead  of  keeping  him  fill  and  quiet,  I  fhould 
put  him  upon  the  mofi  violent  Exercife s ;  can 
any  afcribe  the  fucceeding  ULEjfetfs ,  which 
may  and  mu  ft  in  all  humane  probability 
attend  fuch  a  prepofierous  Management ,  to 
his  being  once  blooded?  I  fuppofe  not. 
If  it  be  urged  that  this  Infiance  ice  ms  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  Cafes  mentioned  in  the  Objection, 
I  cannot  but  own  that  the  Cafe,  I  have  here 
more  particularly  infifted  on,  is  vaftly  dif¬ 
ferent 


c  i«3 ; 

ferent  from  thofe  therein  fuggefted ;  but 
yet  the  arguing  upon  it  may  be  of  fome 
good  Ufe,  to  prove,  that  without  due  Care 
and  Attention ,  and  without  a  diligent  and 
exaft  weighing  and  considering  ad  Circum - 
fiances,  efpecially  where  things  are  not  ve¬ 
ry  clear  and  apparenr,  we  may  be  rende¬ 
red  liable  to  pafs  wrong  Cenfures  upon 
•Methods,  and  to  afcribe  III  and  Good  Sue- 
cejfes  to  wrong  Caufes ;  and  more  efpecially 
if  we  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  our 
minds  bajPd  by  any  previous  tho’ ground-' 
lefs  Prejudices ,  or  to  be  Bigotted  to  any  Hy. 
f  othefis  ;  both  which  all  Prudent  and  Con- 
feientious  Perfons  ought  to  be  very  careful, 
fufficiently  to  guard  themfelves  from,  and’ 
firmly  to  believe  and  affert  nothing,  but 
upon  very  good  Grounds. 

But  after  all,  in  the  Method  by  me  pro- 
pofed,  it  is  not  large  Bleeding  that  is  either 
defired,  or  expected,  as  neceflary  to  capa¬ 
citate  us  for  making  all  due  Enquiries  into 
the  true  State  of  the  Blood ,  and  in  the  leve- 
ral  Alterations,  wrought  in  it  by  the  Exhi¬ 
bitions  ol  thofe  Medicines,  which  we  (hall 
think  fit  to  make  ufe  of :  and  certainly  that 
Man’s  Health  mull;  be  in  a  miferably  totter¬ 
ing  Condition ,  the  lols  of  half  an  ounce 
oi  whofe  Blood,  now  and  then'  extra&ed, 
fhall  endanger  his  Life ;  and  yet  this  is  a 
quantity,  according  to  my  Propojal ,  fuf- 

L  a  ficient 
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ficient  very  fairly  to  fatisfie  our  Curiofities, 
where  larger  quantities  may  not  be  taken 
with  fafety,  as  in  many  Cafes  there  may. 
And  now  I  think  it  is  high  time  to  have 
done  with  the  firft  Grand  Objection  to  my 
Method ,  and  all  the  Branches  of  it,  in  or- 
'  der  to  proceed  to  a  Second ,  which  fhall  be 
this  which  follows,  which  I  expe£t  not 
only  to  be  flatted  up,  but  alfo  much  infill¬ 
ed  on,  again (l  the  Vfefulnefs  of  the  Method 
I  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  recommend, 
for  the  Investigating  the  True  Caujes  of  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Fluids ,  and  more  efpecially 
of  the  Blood,  and  for  the  rightly  Informing 
our  felves  of  the  Immediate  Operations  of  all 
forts  of  Medicines  inrvardly  Exhibited ,  upon 
the  faid  Fluids ,  in  producing  the  Cures  of 
thofe  Difeafes ,  viz. 

Secondly  ,  That  in  both  thefe  Enquiries 
I  feem  to  lay  too  much  Strefs  upon  theTe- 
flimonies  of  our  Senfes ,  which  mu  ft  be 
acknowledged  by  all  Men  to  be  liable  to 
mighty  Deceptions . 

Anf.  I  readily  own,  that  this  would  be 
a  very  formidable  Objection,  were  it  not 
that  the  Methods  of  thofe,  who  are  moft 
likely  to  raife  it,  are  equally,  nay  much  more 
likely  to  deceive,  and  impofe  upon  us ;  and 
therefore  it  would  not  be  improper,  if  they 
would  firft  fully  clear  themfelves  from  the 
Force  of  this  unlucky  Argument  *  before  they 

are* 
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are  fo  fevere  as  to  urge  me  with  it,  and 
then  perhaps  they  would  foon  be  fully 
fatisfied ,  that  all  their  Solutions  of 
this  Gordian  Kjiot  would  equally  militate, 
nay,  it  may  "be  more  on  my  part  than 

But  that  I  may  not,  by  only  fhifting 
off  the  Objection  upon  the  Objectors ,  feem  to 
give  up  the  Caufe ,  and  thereby  afford  any 
Occafion  to  fuipeff,  that  I  know  no  other 
way  of  anfwering  it ;  I  {hall  endeavour  in 
the  next  place,  to  prove,  that  there  is  not 
that  Mighty  Force  and  IVeight  in  it,  that 
perhaps  may  be  imagined,  and  that’mau- 
gre  all  the  Oppoiltion  that  this  Objection 
can  make,  the  Aflertion  will  hold  true, 
That  our  Senfes,  notwithftanding  ail  the 
Impel fe£tions  and  Fallibilities  they  may 
be  too  juftly  charged  with,  are  the  beff, 
and  moft  proper  Directors,  we  can  ex- 

peft  to  meet  with  in  Enquiries  of  this  Na¬ 
ture. 

It  cannot  be  denied,' 'but  that  all  our  Sen- 
fes  may  be,  and  in  fa£t  really  are  Subject 
to  Krrors  and  Deceptions ,  of  fome  kind  or  o- 
ther.  Our  Sight  may  be  Dazled  by  too 
refplendent  Light,  or  obfeured  by  Milts 
and  Clouds  interpofed.  .  Our  Tafie  may  be 
vitiated,  fb  as  not  to  difhnguifh  between 
Sweet  and  Bitter 9  &c.  Our  Hearing  fo  dull’d, 
as  not  to  hear  diftinftly ;  and  the  Organs 
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of  Feeling  mav  through  hard  Labour,  Bunt - 
i»„  a  Paraljfis,  or  fome  other  Accident ,  be¬ 
come  fo  Callous,  or  fome  otherways ■>  tn- 
difpofed ,  as  to  be  infenfible  o!  Heat,  Cold 
&c  or  riehtlv  to  diftinguifh  between  Pal- 
pable  ObjL  ^  It  may  further  be  owned. 
That  many  of  the  very  Brutes  do  excel 
Man,  their  Lord  and  Mailer,  in  the  Exqut- 
(itenefs  of  many,  if  not  all  their  Senfes.  But 
notwithftanding  all  this,  would  it  not  be 
tuftlv  look’d  upon  as  extremely  Ridicu¬ 
lous  from  thence  to  infer,  that  therefore 
we  muft  totally  dilcard  the  Ufe  of  tlient 
all?  And  would  not  that  Man  truly  deserve 
the  Charader  oiSenfelefs  and  Dijir  acted  (to 
give  one  inftance  for  all  )  who  becaufe  he 
had  once  or  twice  loft  his  way,  with  his 
Eyes  open,  in  no  difficult  Road,  fhoukl  ie- 
folve  ever  alter  to  travel  blindfold,  though 
it  were  on  the  1  ops  of  Precipices  ?  IS!  a.y  9  may 
I  not  appeal  in  the  Cafe  to  the  very  De¬ 
termination  of  thole  Per fons,  who  value 
diemfelves  for  being  Strenuous  Patrons  for 
Reafon  in  Opposition  to,  and  Derogation  of 
Experience  gained  by  our  Senfes  alone .  Do 
xiot  eventhey  themfelves  make  the  Evidence 
of  our  Senfes  their  Dernier  Refort ?  For 
what  end  elfe  do  they  produce  to  us 
fuch  Multitudes  of  Experiments ,  but  tQ 
prove  to  our  Senfes ,  that  their  Hypothe¬ 
cs  or  Conjechtres  are  well  grounded^  or  at 
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leal!  probable  r  fo  that  even  by  this  their 
way  of  Procedure  we  may  plainly  fee, 
that,  whether  they  will  or  no,  they  are 
forced  to  grant,  That  unlefsthey  can  give 
Satisfaction  to  our  Senfes ,  their  Opinions 
deferve  out  little  Credit.  Their  Experi¬ 
ments  by  Mixtures  of  Ale  alius  with  Acids 
are  publifh’d,  to  demoftrate  to  our  Sen* 
fesi  that  they  act  upon  and  combat  each 
other:  Thole  by  mixing  each  of  them 
with  Syrup  of  Violets ,  &c.  are  defigned, 
to  expofe  70  our  Viewy  that  they  produce 
different  Colours  therein,  and  by  conference 
that  they  operate  differently.  Thele  by 
pouring  Vinegar  upon  Coral ,  &c.  are  made 
to  evince  to  our  Tafies ,  that  the  Tcflacea 
do  actually  deff  roy  Acidity.  q  hofe  by  mix¬ 
ing  Remedies  with  extravafated  Blood '  or 
by  in j effing  Remedies  immediately  into  the 
Blood  d  iff  els  of  Living  Animals ,  are  in¬ 
tended  to  fatisfie  us  by  Ocular  Demon  fir  a * 
tion,  that  feme  of  thefe  Remedies  do  Thin , 
and  others  Thicken^  or  feme  otherways 
act  upon  that  Vital  Liquor.  If  our  Senfes 
may  then  be  trufted  and  relied  on  in  the 
Examination  of  thefe  Exper irnent s ,  can  any 
give  me  one  Solid  Reafon,  why  they  may 
not  equally  be  trufted,  and  relied  on,  in 
our  Searches  after  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes , 
fat  leaft  of  thofe  of  the  Blood )  and  the 
manner  of  the  operations  upon  the  Blood , 
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of  Remedies  internally  exhibited ,  for  the 
Cure  of  them,  according  to  the  Method  by 
me  propofed?  And  why  may  they  not, 
f0  regulated ,  be  efteemed  if  not  Competent 
Judges,  yet  at  leaft  more  Faithful  Witnefjes , 
and  more  certain  Directors  and  Guides,  than 
bare  Conjecture  ?  \\  htch  Conjecture  do  s  on¬ 
ly  fancy  what  may  be  the  Caufe  cf  a  Dif- 
eafe,  or  what  may  be  the  Operation  of  a 
Medicine,  (but  cannot  certainly  determine 
what  they  really  are ;  for  then  it  would 
ceafe  tob e  Conjecture,  and  become  actually 
Knowledge,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
Notion  of  Conjecture ,  or  Hypothejis  )  and 
from  thence  pretend  to  build  a  Practice , 
which  is  much  more  likely  to  be  Bad,  than 
Good  ;  becaul'e  it  has  no  Firm  and  Solid 
Foundation,  for  this  very  Reajon,  that  Truth 
being  bur  one,  and  Errors  manifold,  un- 
lefs  the  Conjetfurer  has  the  good  Luck  to 
hit  upon  the  Right,  (  which  there  is  per¬ 
haps  a  rhoufand  to  one  odds,  that  he  do’s 
not)  the  Practice,  which  he  raifes,  mull,  by 
ahnoft  a  neceilary  Confequence,  be  Erro¬ 
neous  ;  and  the  more  fo,  the  more  Errone¬ 
ous  he  is  in  his  Apprehenjions  of  the  C aufes 
of  the  Di/lempers  themfelves  ;  which  he 
fondly  though  ja/Jily  imagines  himfelf  fully 
to  underftand.  But  in  the  Method  by  me 
offered,  difcarding  all  imaginary  Fancies, 
tfie  only  feek  to  find  out,  by  the  Guidance 
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of  our  Trudy  Senfes ,  what  is  amifs  in  the 
Blood  (for  I  am  only  fpeaking  of  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  it')  and  endeavour  to  correct  the 
Fault  or  Faults  we  actually  fo  find  out  ; 
which  if  we  can  effett,  we  do  at  leaft  make 
the  Blood ,  fo  much  better,  if  we  do  not 
work  an  Abfolute  Cure. 

One  thing  more  I  cannot  but  here  take 
notice  of,  (  which,  though  perhaps  by  fome 
it  may  be  thought  not  properly  placed, 
yet  it  is  not  altogether  Foreign  to  the  De¬ 
bate  in  hand  )  and  that  is  if  we  may  in¬ 
deed  fafely  argue  from  the  Efletts,  we  mu  ft 
allow  that  the  Caujes  of  DiJ’eafes  are  really 
Fixt, Permanent,  and  Certain  things,  (how¬ 
ever  the  Natures  of  them  may  be  concealed 
hitherto  from  us)  and  therefore  capable  of 
being  found  out  by  diligent  Searches,  fince 
they  are  to  be  removed,  and  the  Difeafis 
themfelves  to  be  Cured,  by  proper  Remedies, 
whofe  Operations  cannot  be  denied  to  be  Fixt, 
Permanent  and  Certain. 

But  it  may  be  reply’d,  that  tho’  this 
fhould  be  granted,  which  perhaps  never 
was  denied,  that  the  Caufes  of  Difeafes  are 
Fixt, Permanent, and  Certain  ;  yet  our  Senfes, 
by  reafon  of  their  Dulnefs ,  (tho5  they  were 
liable  no  other  way  to  be  impos’d  upon)  are 
incapable  of  rightly  invefiigating  them. 

To  this  I  might  Rejoin,  that  were  our 
Senfes  actually  much  duller  than  they  are, 

or 
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or  than  feme  would  make  them  appear  to 
he,  yet  they  are  better  Dire&ors  than 
bare  Fancies,  which  perhaps  have  no  other 
Foundation  than  Idle  Chimera's  in  the  Fan¬ 
cier’s  Brain  ;  becaufe  fome  Help  and  A  Al¬ 
liance  is  of  more  ufe,  than  none  at  all. 
But  this  I  fhall  wave,  as  having  already 
fufficiently  hinted  it  ;  and  in  lieu  of  a  Di¬ 
rect:  Anfwer,  crave  leave  to  propofe,  to  the 
Serious  Confideration  of  all  Unprejudiced 
Perfons,  a  Doubt,  viz>.  Whether  this  Dul - 
nefs  of  our  Senfes  ,  fo  much ,  and  fo 
juftly  complain’d  of,  be  not  in  a  great 
Meafure,  if  not  altogether  owing  to  our 
NegleT  of  the  Exercife  of  them,  by  rea- 
fon  of  which,  they  feem  like  Caft-away 
Iron  to  be  over-run  with  Ruft,  or  like  a 
long  Uncultivated,  tho’  naturally  Rich 
Soil,  to  be  overgrown  with  Weeds.  That 
this  is  not  altogether  a  Wild  and  Ground- 
Jefs  Notion,  will,  I  doubt  nor,  appear  to 
any  who  fhall  but  confider,  that  a  tole¬ 
rable  Good  Ear  may,  by  Ufe  and  Practice, 
be  brought  to  that  Nicenefs,  as  exactly  to 
diftinguiflh  all  Degrees  of  Tones ,  and  yet 
in  Procefs  of  time,  through  Difufe,  become 
fo  Unharmonical,  as  fcarce  to  know  one 
Tune  from  another.  And  I  have  met 
with  (which  comes  nearer  to  my  prefent 
purpofej  from  a  very  Credible  Author, 
and  receiv’d  from  the  Living  Teftimony 
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of  Perfons  of  Undoubted  Veracity,  that 
many  of  thofe,  who  have  been  accufto- 
med  to  the  drinking  of  nothing  but  Wa¬ 
ter,  have  arrived  at  that  Accuracy,  as  per¬ 
fectly  todiftinguifh  between  thofe  Waters, 
which  to  an  ordinary  Tajler,  have  not  had 
the  leaft  difference  of  Re  lift? ;  and  not  only 
foj  but  alfo  determine  thereby  the  differen¬ 
ces  of  Strength  in  thofe  Waters,  as  exactly 
as  others  could  do  between  Wines 
of  different  Sorts.  The  Canibals  are 
moreover  reported  to  be  endu’d  with  that 
Acutenefs  of  Smelling  as  to  purfue,  or  ra- 
ther  hunt  after  their  Enemies  by  the 
Scent,  and  that  too  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance. 

If  thefelnftances  are  true,  furely  it  can- 
not  be  thought  Unreafonable  to  believe, 
or  at  leaft  to  fuppofe,  till  full  proof  be 
made  to  the  contrary,  that  it  is  not  abso¬ 
lutely  impoffible,  by  unwearied  Diligence 
and  due  Attention ,  and  by  frequent 
Exercifing  of  them,  fo  far  to  fharpen  our 
Senfes,  as  to  make  them,  with  the  Affi- 
ftanee  of  our  Reajon ,  Nice  and  Faithful  Dif- 
coverers  of  all  the  Irregularities  in  the 
Blood  :  Which  if  it  can  be  effefted,  will 
be  of  the  greateft  Service  to  Mankind,  by 
rendring  the  Natures  of  Difeafes ,  at  leaft 
of  thofe  which  proceed  from  Vicious  Bloods, 
plain  and  intelligible ,  and  the  Methods  of 
>  '  :  :  ''  ^  ;  '■  ‘  *  *  ■*  Brattice 
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Fruit  ice  in  the  Cure  of  them,  Expeditious, 
Safe ,  and  Certain  :  Tho’  perhaps  it  might 
give  a  Check  to  the  Exuberancies  of 
Mens  Fancies  in  Excogitating  Hypothefes-, 
which,  according  to  my  prefent  Appre- 
henfions,  were  a  thing  heartily  rather  to 
be  wifh’d  for,  than  fear'd, 

I  hope  nothing  I  have  faid  on  this 
Topick,  will  be  liable  fo  far  to  Mifcon- 
ftru&ion,  as  to  render  me  fufpefted  guil¬ 
ty  of  fo  grofs  Abfurdity,  as  to  imagine, 
that  all  Subje&s  are  capable  of  equal  lm. 
provements.  By  this  I  mean,  to  exprefs  it 
in  other  Terms,  for  fear  of  being  mifappre- 
bended,  that  I  do  not  imagine,  that  the 
Senfes  of  all  fuch,  who  may  or  fhall  ap¬ 
ply  themfelvesto  the  Profecuting  this  Me. 
thod,  will  be  fitted  to  make  their  Enqui¬ 
ries  with  a  like  Succefs,  fuppofing  even 
that  they  fhould  be  endued  with  an  Equal 
fhare  of  Diligence.  No,  I  am  not  my 
felf  fo  devoid  of  Real  on  or  Senfe,  but  that 
I  am  fully  fatisfied,  That  in  fome  Perfons 
the  Organs  of  Senfation  are  naturally  bet¬ 
ter  qualified,  for  the  receiving  of  the  lm - 
prtffions  of  External  Objects,  and  commu¬ 
nicating  them  to  the  Commune  Senforium, 
than  mothers.  Daily  Experience  evinces, 
that  the  Ears  of  fome  are  fo  irrecoverably 
Dull ,  as  never  to  diftinguilh  between  Tones. 
The  Viftve  Faculty  is  in  fome  ab  Origine,  fo 
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di {order’d  by  the  111  Conftitution  of  its  Or* 
gans,  as  not  to  fee  difinttly^  Objeffis  at  any 
confiderable  Diftances  ;  and  in  others,  the 
Sight  of  even  the  neareft  Objects  is  very 
obfcure  :  Some  are  fo  Unhappy  as  to  have 
their  Olfactory  and  Gufiile  Nerves  fo  ob- 
ftrufted,  (I  chofe  to  join  them  together* 
becaufe  thofe  Imperfeftions  frequently 
accompany  each  other)  as  not  to  find  any 
diilinguifliable  difference  between  Sweet  and 
Fetid.  All  that  I  pretend,  is,  that  it  i$ 
poffible  for  thofe  who  are  endued  with  to¬ 
lerable  Senfes ,  by  Exercife  ftill  to  improve 
them,  and  to  advance  them  nearer  to  Per- 
feffion  ;  and  by  confequence  to  make  them 
more  ufeful  in  fuch  kinds  of  Enquiries ,  than 
perhaps  at  prefent  they  are  :  Nor  will  it 
hence  follow,  that  only  thofe  that  are  qua¬ 
lified  for  the  Study  and  Practice  of  Phyfick , 
whom  Nature  has  enrich’d  with  the  Nice  ft 
Organs  of  Senfation ,  no  more  than  that 
thofe  only  are  to  be  admitted  to  them,  who 
are  Rlefs’d  with  the  Richeft  Endowments  of 
Minds .  In  both  Cafes  an  Indefatigable  In- 
duftrj ,  and  a  Fixt  Attention  of  Mind ,  will 
compenfate  for  fome  Deficiencies  on  either 
Hand  :  and  Perfons  fo  qualifi’d  may  be 
highly  ferviceable  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Medicine ,  both  to  the  prefent  and  future 
Generations ,  tho’  not  equally  with  them 
that  have  all  thefe  defreable  Salifications, 
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both  of  Mini  and  Body  united  together  in 
them.  But  to  conclude  this  point,  I  beg  that, 
before  we  proceed  to  too  fevere  a  'Judgment 
upon  our  Senfes,  all  due  Care  may  be  taken 
fully  to  inform  our  felves,  of  the  utmoft  of 
what  they  can  do :  And  this  I  think  is  but  a 
fair  and  Reafonable  Requefi . 

Ill,  Another  Grand  Objection  that  I  may 
expeft  will  be  laid  in  my  way  is,  I  hat 
fince  I  have  fo  evidently  betrayed  a  Diffi¬ 
dence  of  the  Vires,  generally  attributed  to 
Remedies ,  I  leave  Pra&itioners  wholly  in 
the  Dark,  how  to  fatisfie  Indications ;  and 
that  thereby  I  do  reduce  Aledicine  to  the 
greatefi  Vncertainty  imaginable ,  inftead  of 
bringing  it,  according  to  my  Propofal,  to 
the  Greatefi  Certainty  poffible . 

My  Anfwer  to  this  muft  be  divided  into 
feveral  parts  ;  and  therefore, 

i.  One  of  my  Chief  Defigns ,  in  this  EJfay, 
being  by  a  Probable  Afethod ,  "Truly  and  Ja - 
tisfatforily  to  find  out,  How  Remedies  do 
really  upon  Vicious  Bloods  ;  it  was  ne- 
ceffary,  that  I  fliould  not  intirely  acquiefce 
in  a  Blindfold  and  implicit  e  Faith ,  that  all 
which  either  Ancients  or  Moderns  had  af¬ 
ter  ted,  about  the  Operations  of  Simples ,  is 
undeniably  true;  efpecially, feeing  they  had 
not  been  fo  kind  to  us  their  Succeflbrs,  as 

to  impart  to  us  how  they  made  thofe  Diff 

cover ies ; 
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cvverm  ;  and  more  efpecially,  fince  there  is 
Reafon  fufficient  to  doubt,  whether  many  of 
the  Remedies  ,  we  now  ufe,  are  the  very 
fame  with  thofe  dignified  by  the  fame 

m,meSt  ’  ln  tbe  °f  cur  Forefathers  - 

Whicii  may  give  occafion  to  fufpeft,  that 
lute  Errors  of  Names  may  have  flipr  in  a- 
mong  others  inobferved  ,  and  net  taken 
notice  of.  Befides  our  induftry,  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  may  perhaps  furnifh  us,  with  even 

more  Virtues  of  the  very  fame  Simples,  than 
even  They  knew. 

2  It  ought  duly  to  be  con fidered,  that 
jattsjytpg  an  Indication,  and  knowing  how 
mat  Indication  is  really  fatisfyed,  are  two  di- 
mnet  things,  which  ought  by  no  means 
to  be  confounded.  I  will  for  once  fuppofe, 
though  not  grant,  tliat  all  the  Materia  Me- 
j  I!?  our  Syflems  of  Phyfick  is  du]v  ftated, 

,tbalt.the/w»«  affigned,  to  every  one 
ot  the  Simples  therein  contained,  are  real ; 
Ought  this  to  hinder  a  Curious  and  hi  mil 
ptive  P  by  ft  ci  an ,  from  endeavouring,  ri/btN 
and  as  fully  as  is  poffibie,  to  inform  himfelf, 
by  what  Operations  upon,  or  in  the  Fluids . 
or  on  the  Solids ,  or  on  both ,  the  Effects  by 
them  wrought,  are  produced  ?  For  lnfrance, 
he  Peruvian  Bark  is  known,  certainly  to 
cure  ah  true  and  Genuine  Intermittent s,  how 
differently  foever  circumfiantiated  with  Sym. 

ftomt.s9 
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ptomes,  or  how  difguifed  foever  under  the 
Appearances  oF  other  Affects,  The  matter 
Of  Fa£l  herein  is  Certain  and  Undeniable , 
but  the  Modus  Agendi  is  yet  a  Secret :  (and 
muft  continue  fo  till  fome  better  Methods 
are  excogitated,  for  the  invefiigating  the 
Powers  of  Medicines ,  than  to  me  feem  hi¬ 
therto  known)  for  the  averting  that  it  do’s 
it  Specifically,  is  in  truth  no  more,  than  to 
fay,  it  doV  it,  becaufe  it  do’s  it,  or  by 
doing  it,  unlefs  we  can  by  fome  means  or 
other  find  out  by  what  Alterations  in  the 
Blood ,  or  by  what  Effects  upon  the  Solids , 
( which  may  either  of  them  be ,  either 
Primarily ,  or  Secundarily  affefled  )  or  by 
what  Operations  on  both ,  the  Cure  is  produ¬ 
ced.  Again;  Opium  and  its  Preparations 
are  acknowledged  by  all,  who  have  but  the 
leaft  (mattering  in  Phyfick,  to  be  endu¬ 
ed  with  the  Qualities  or  Faculties  of  Eafing 
Pains ,  Stopping  the  Fluxes  of  the  Bell y,  &c. 
and  of  Procuring  Sleep :  But  how  all  thefe 
Ejfetis  are  produced,  whether  by  one  and 
the  fame  Quality  differently  applied,  or  by 
Various ,  as  being  things  not  certainly 
known,  may  (notwithftanding  all  the  Pains 
the  Ingenious  have  hitherto  been  at  in  lift¬ 
ing  thefe  matters)  deferve  if  ill  the  Dili' 
gent  Enquiries  of  the  Curious ,  in  this  or 
lome  better  Method ;  as  alfo  what  that  Qua- 
lity  is,  or  thole  Qualities  are,  which  exert 
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fuch  furprifing  Actions 7  and  fo  expeditioufly 
too,  But, 

And  laftly,  To  give  a  direfly  lTiort 
and  full  Anfrver  to  the  Objection,  I  cannot 
in  the  feaft  apprehend  that  the  Method  by 
me  propofed,  (if  put  intopraaice)  will 
any  ways  endanger  the  bringing  any 
Confufion  into  Practice,  nor  make  the 
Encouragers  of  it  more  at  a  loft  how  to 
proceed  in  their  Cures ,  than  thofe  that 
negleQ:  it,  even  at  their  firft  taking  it  up  ; 
becaufe  it  prefuppofes,  or  at  leaf!:  may  do 
it,  till  Experience  fhall  make  out  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  Received  Notions  in  Phyfick 
are  True ,  and  that  the  Virtues  aligned  al¬ 
ready  to  Remedies  are  Indubitable  ;  and 
therefore  leaves  all  Men  at  full  Liberty  to 
follow  ProceJJes ,  and  to  make  ufe  of  Re*» 
medtes ,  already  recommended,  till  they 
fhall  be  fully  convinced,  by  Accurate  Ob~ 
fer  vat  ions,  and  the  unqueftionable  Tejlimo - 
nies  ot  their  Senfes  ,  that  the  former  are 
Erroneous ,  and  the  Virtues  alligned  to  the 
latter  are  Fictitious ,  and  Falfe.  In  both 
which  Cafes  a  Prudent  and  Good  Man 
would,  and  fhould,  be  more  defirous  to 
Correft  his  Praftice,  (  which  the  Method 
by  me  hinted  will ,  I  humbly  hope,  en¬ 
able,  him  to  do)  than  to  perfift  even  in* 
the  moft  pleafing  Error, 

M 
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IV.  A  Fourth  Grand  Objection  perhaps 
may  be  this,  That  this  Method  of  mine  feems 
to  be  levelled  at  the  Difcovery  of  the  fe¬ 
ver  a!  Dyfcrafies  of  the  Bloody  but  that  no 
Notice  is  here  taken  of  thofe  of  the  Chyle , 
which  certainly  deferves  our  Serious  Con- 
fideration, as  being  the  Pabulum, from  whence 
the  Blood  receives  its  daily  Supplies,  and 
which  ought  the  more,  to  be  regarded,  if 
the  old  Maxim  be  true,  Error  in  ConcoElione 
tr  im  a  non  corrigitur  in  Secunda . 

Anf.  This  Objedlion,  if  lam  not  mifta- 
ken,  carries  in  it  fomething  of  an  Anfwer 
to  it  felf:  for  it  being  acknowledged,  that 
the  Chyle  is  the  Pabulum  of  the  Bloody  in 
examimngtho.  Blood,  we  are  Capaci¬ 
tated  to  form  fome  kind  of  Idea  of  thzChyle 
it  felf,  a  great  part  of  the  Blood  being  the 
daily  Produbl  of  it,  and  by  confequence 
the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  being  aftefted  by 
it,  and  partaking  indubitably  of  its  Na¬ 
ture.  And  to  i'peak  my  opinion  freely, 
without  any  manner  of  Difguife,  I  cannot 
think  it  would  be  of  any  great  Ufe,  to 
examine  the  Chyle  (  were  it  poffible,  Ho- 
mine  Vivente ,  to  doit  fooner  )  any  confi- 
derable  time  before  its  Admiffion  into  the 
Blood ;  becaufe,  if  it  were  examined  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  Diifolution  of  the 
Food  in  the  Stomach,  it  muft  of  Neceffi- 
ty  fo  much  partake  of  the  Nature  of  the 

Foods , 
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Foods ,  by  the  Diftblution  of  which  it  was 
produced,  and  by  confequence  be  fo  va¬ 
rious,  unlefs  a  Man  perpetually  kept  to 
one  fort  or  Diet,  that  it  would  be  altoge¬ 
ther  impoffible  to  gain  any  Certain ,  and 
Ufeful,  Notion  of  it.  And  indeed,  till  it 
have  undergone  a  further  Alteration  in 
the  Duodenum,  by  the  Admixture  of  the 
Bile  and  Pancreatick  Juice,  which  are  ai~ 
fiftant  to  the  Separation  of  the  Excremen- 
titious  from  the  Purer  parts  of  it,  thereby 
rendring  it  fit  to  be  tranfmitted  into  the 
Lacteal  V ejjels^  itfcarce  deferves  the  Name 
of  Chyle,  and  therefore  before  that  time 
our  Enquiries,  into  its  State  and  Condition , 

would  be  but  Infegnificant  and  of  no  real 
L)Je. 

But  if  this  will  not  fatisfie  the  Objectors 5 
1  have  but  one  thing  more  to  offer,  for 
their  Satisfaction ;  which  may  be  attem¬ 
pted  without  intrenching  in  the  leaff,  or 
derogating  from  the  Method ,  before  laid 
down  :  And  that  is  this  ;  To  make  choice 
of  a  time  lor  the  taking  away  Bloody  which 
rnay  be  moft  iuitabie  to  this  lecondary 
Enquiry ,  viz.  When  the  Chyle  is  moft  plen¬ 
tifully  admitted  into  the  Mafs  of  Bloodf 
and  before,  by  the  frequency  of  the  C/r- 
cutation,  it  is  perfectly  Ajjimilated  into  Bloody 
which  I  take  to  be  about  three9  or  at  ut- 
moftfour,  hours  after  a  full  Meal  This 

M  2  time 


(  i8o  ) 

time  is  not  rigidly  to  be  adhered  to,  becaufe 
the  Attion  of  Digeftion  is,  in  fome  fooner, 
in  others  latter,  as  proceeding  either  from 
the  Strength,  or  Weaknefs,  of  the  C 'oncoBing 
Faculty  of  the  Stomach ,  or  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Food  taken  in ;  lome  being  more 
eafily,  fome  more  difficultly,  diffolved: 
and  therefore  this  Diflribution  of  the  Chyle 
may  be,  either  fooner,  or  later,  even  in 
an  healthy ,  as  well  as  a  ftckly  State  of  Health. 
But  however,  as  I  fuppofe,  this  time  may 
be  tolerably  enough guefs’d  at,  without  any 
confiderable  £w,  by  the  Abatement  of 
that  Load,  and  Oppreffion,  which  gene¬ 
rally  fucceed  to  a  plentiful  Eating. 

I  doubt  not,  but,  if  due  Obfervation  be 
made,  great  Differences  will  be  found  be¬ 
tween  Blood  drawn  from  the  lame  Perfon? 
and  in  the  fame  State  of  Health,  at  this 
and  at  a  much  longer  Diftance  from  his 
Feeding:  and  am  very  much  perfwaded, 
that  we  are  frequently  led  into  perhaps 
no  fmall  Miftakes ,  in  our  Opinions  of  the 
Crafts  of  the  Blood,  by  the  unfeafonably, 
as  I  take  it  to  be,  emitting  it,  according 
to  the  Cuftom  of  fome ,  in  the  After¬ 
noons.  However ,  I  will  not  he  over 
pofitive  in  this  Affertion,  till  further  Ex¬ 
perience  fhall  direQ:  me  which  fide  to 
take. 


If 
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If  this  Notion  be  true,  we  may  expeft 
at  our  Bleedings,  at  the  time  abovFhinted 
to  find  Some  portions  of  the  Chyle  fluftua- 
ting  on,  or  adhering  to  the  Surface  of  the 
Blood ,  or  elfe  mixt  with  Serum,  when  cold 
which  we  may,  as  well  as  we  can,  examine’ 
by  our  Senfes.  Or  if  we  rather  chufe  to 
examine  the  whole  Mafs  while  hot  hu 
taftmg  a  drop  of  it,  we  may  be  able  Vo 
give  Something  of  a  tolerable  guefs  at  the 

time ;  becaufe 

it  being  rappoled  not  as  yet  perfectly  Con¬ 
verted  into,  and  Jffitnilated  by  the  Bicod 
muft  of  neceffity  much  .alter  the  Natural 
lafe  of  the  fa  id  Blood.  But  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  dire£lion  of  thofe,  who  fhail  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  make  this  Enquiry 
to  pafs  a  right  Judgment  in  the  Cafe,  it 
will  not  be  improper  for  them  before- 
band,  as  fully  to  inform  themfelves  as 
may  he  pofhble,  what  real  Alterations  in 
the  lajte  of  the  Blood  the  lntromiffion  into 
it,  even  Ot  Good  and  Laudable  Chyle ,  do’s 
produce  ;  for  otherwife  they  will  be  wholly 

incapacitated  from  judging  truly,  when  it 
is  faulty. 


V.  .Anotuer,  and,  with  tome  I  doubt  nor, 

iTfVr  7  gr€iti  °,bie£l!m  >  againft  the  real 
Ufe.Uinefs  ot  _  the  General  Method  hv  me 

propofed,  will  be,  That  proceeding  in  this 

I  flow 
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flow  way  of  Enquiry,  it  will  be  abfoiutely 
Impoflible  for  any  Angle  Perfon,  in  the 
Compafs  of  an  whole  Age,  ( could  heex- 
peft  to  I  pin  out  his  Life  fo  long,  and  could 
he  hope,  during  all  that  fpace  of  time,  to 
entoy  his  Intellectuals  and  Senfes  intire)  to 
underhand  fully  the  tenth  part,  much 
lefs  the  whole,  of  the  prefen t  Materia  Me- 
dica,  which  is  now  fwollen  ( the  more 
is  the  pity )  to  fo  Prodigious  a  Bulk, 

Anf.  This  would  be  a  dreadful  Eje¬ 
ction  indeed,  were  it  abfoiutely  nece(1ary 
for  any  Phyffcian,  to  underhand  exactly 
the  Virtues  of  even  tne  tenth  patt  of 
the  Materia  Me  dica.  ’Tis  true  to  be  able 
to  talk  plaufibly  and  probably  f  for 
to  do  it  accurately  the  Boldeft  dare 
fcarce  pretend  to  )  of  the  whole  SylvaMe- 
dicaminum  in  general,  may  tend  to  raife 
in  a  Man’s  felf  a  nvghty  Opinion  of  his 
own  Abilities,  and  perhaps  acquire  him  a 
vaft  Reputation  of  Learning  among  fuch 
others,  as  only  take  a  tranfient  View  of 
the  outfide  of  things.  But  what  is  all  this 
to  the  Curing  effectually  of  Difeafes  ?  When 
all  is  done  it  is  not  the  fuperficial  know- 
in0  the  Virtues  of  Abundance  ol  Remedies, 
but  the  judicioufly  SeleCiwg  ,  and  rightly 
Exhibiting  2nd  Applying,  the  moll  Proper 
and  Efficacious,  that  will  be  ferviceable  to 
the  Removing  Maladies.  This  perhaps  may 
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be  as  effectually  done,  were  nineteen  parrs 
in  twenty,  of  both  Simples  and  Compounds, 
quite  diicarded  out  ol  Vje :  How  elfe  came 
the  Antients  to  be  fo  Celebrated  for  their 
Succefs  in  Practiced  And  therefore  upon 
the  mod  ferious  Deliberation  ,  I  cannot 
think  it  neceffary,  for  any  Phyfician,  to 
be  at  fo  much  ufelefs  pains,  as  to  get  with¬ 
out  Book  the  Names,  and  Virtues  of  all 
the  Simples ,  and  Compounds  he  (hall  meet 
with  in  Authors  Ancient  and  Moderns *  No, 
it  will  be  fiifficient,  according  to  my  pre¬ 
sent  Apprehenfion,  ( and  therein  I  doubt 
not  to  have  the  concurring  fuffrages  of 
thofe,  who  perhaps  value  themfelves  for 
knowing  more  in  thefe  Matters,  than  their 
Neighbours)  for  him  to  get  a  thorough  it  ri¬ 
der  If  anding  oi  fo  marry  only,  as  (hall  ca¬ 
pacitate  him,  effectually  to  fatisfie  all  the 
Indications ,  he  fhall  have  occafion  for.  All 
that  is  above  this  Competency,  is  in  truth 
nothing  but  Superfluity,  and  a  Burden, 
ferving  rather  to  fwell  a  Man  with  high 
thoughts  of  himfelf,  than  to  make  him 
one  jot  the  more  fuccefsful  in  Practice  ; 
which,  I  am  very  fure,  is  what  he  ought 
the  mod  chiefly  to  aim  at,  in  all  his  Stu¬ 
dies.  I  his  Reflection,  how  fevere  foever 
it  may  at  firft  fight  appear,  will  fcarcc  be 
judged  groundieis  by  thofe,  who  will  give 
themfelves  liberty  to  confider ,  wlrntj 

M  4  have 
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have  hinted  a  few  Lines  above  ;  and  do 
now  again  repeat,  as  a  certain  tho’fbame- 
ful  Truth,  viz.  That  the  Antients^  tho? 
furnifh’d  with  a  poor  ftock  of  Medicines , 
(if  compared  with  our  vaft  fhorej  and 
fomeof  them  too  not  the  bed  Conditioned, 
performed  Cures ,  which  have  render’d 
them  Famous  to  Pofienty  and  whin'  have 
fcarce  been  Equalled,  much  lels  b  ceded  by 
their  Succejfors. 

If  what  I  have  hitherto  m  L  will  not 
render  the  Objeftors  r or  ■  •neo  with  a 
Competency,  which  Debar"  without 
much  Difficulty,  p^av  he  arnnd  bv  a- 
tty  one,  ftrenuoully  and indud~-o:  flv  pro- 
fecuting  the  Method  jo  %,t< .  .Thn  ’d  to, 

O  _  7 

but  their  greedy  Minds  •<  'hT  tke  Co- 
vetous  Mi'fers,  defire  more  rVn  enough,  I 
have  this  further  to  a<‘  >  ,  That  what  one 
Fmgle  Stock  (how  Plentiful  foever  it  may 
bej  will  not  furnifh,  may  iufficiently  be 
fupply’d,  from  the  United  Stocks  of  many  : 
Or  to  fpeak  plainer,  tho7  it  mu  ft  be  im- 
poflible  for  any  one  Man,  fully  to  invefti- 
gate  after  this  manner  the  Virtues  of  every 
Medicine ,  for  want  of  Time  and  Opportu¬ 
nities  to  make  Experiments  upon  e^ch  of 
them,  tho7  he  had  the  greateft  Accuracy , 
joined  to  the  moil:  unwearied  Diligence ; 
yet  this  Deficiency  may  be  throughly 

' ' '  Lx:’5  '  '  '  if‘  •  '■  provided 
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provided  againft,  if  a  great  many  will  un¬ 
dertake  their  feveral  Shares,  in  the  lame 
Task,  i.  e.  If  they  will  endeavour,  in  the 
frfi  place,  by  this  or  fome  better  Method, 
to  find  out  the  True  Vires  of  Medicines ■ 
both  Simple  and  Compound,  by  this  I  mean 
that  they  fbould  by  agreement  feveral  of 
them  take  feveral  Medicines  as  their  Pro. 
vince  to  Enquire  into,  and  not  all  of  them 
run  upon  the  very  fame.  If  they  will, 
with  all  the  convenient  fpeed  they  can’ 
after  they  have  competently  fatisfi’d  them- 
lelves,  faithfully,  without  difguife,  and  ful¬ 
ly,  without  concealing  any  thing  Material, 
communicate  to  the  World ,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  Benefit  of  Mankind,  their  Obfervations ; 
if  this  Courfe  were  punctually  taken,  we 
might  reafonably  hope  in  the  Compafs  of 
not  many  Years,  to  know  to  the  utmoft 
poffible  Certainty,  what  Remedies  really 
could,  or  could  not  dq.  T 

,y}\  ®ut’  iays  another,  fuppofing  your 
Method  as  proper  as  you  can  wifh,  w  hence 
muft  we  take  our  Standard  of  Good  Blood'? 
And  where  fhall  we  find  it  fet  down? 
And  yet,  without  a  Certainty  in  this  one 
Point,  we  fhail  (like  Mariners  driven  bv 
a  vioient  Storm, they  know  not  whither  de¬ 
priv’d  of  the  Sun  and  Stars,  and  without 

a  Compafs)  not  know  what  Courfe  to 

*  ' 
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ftear ;  for  unleis  we  are  really  fatisfi’d  what 
Good  Blood  is,  and  wherein  it  confifts,  we 
fhall  never  he  able,  at  ieaft,  Accurately ,  to 
obferve  the  feveral  Deviations  from  it,  and 
fo  by  Confequence  never  be  capacitated 
duly  to  correct  them. 

Anfiver.  It  would  be  Vain,  as  well  .as 
difingenuous,  not  to  own,  that  this  one 
Objection  preiTes  me  with  more  Force  and 
Vigour,  than  all  thofe  already  Anfwered  ; 
and  that  it  does  almoft  fhake  the  very 
Foundation  of  th e  Notion,  I  have  taken  all 
this  Pains  to  inculcate  ,  of  the  Ufefulnefs 
of  this,  or  indeed  any  other  Method  of 
Indagating  the  true  Caufes  of  Difeajes ,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  Vitiated  Bloods ,  and  of  Invejli- 
gating  the  True  Operations  of  all  forts  of 
Medicines  Internally  Exhibited  ,  with  defign 
to  Ejfeul  the  Cures  of  thefaid  Difeafes :  fince 
it  mud  feem,  fomething  at  leaft,  Abfurd 
to  talk  of  Reducing  the  Dyjcrafies  of  the 
Blood,  whilft  we  are  wholly  Ignorant  what 
that  true  Standard  is,  which  we  ought  to 
reduce  them  to.  And  therefore,  though  I 
have  endeavour’d  already  (viz.  under  the 
fir  ft  head  of  thofe  Advantages,  which  might 
reafonably  be  expefted  from  a  ftridl  Prc- 
fecution  of  the  Method,  by  me  herein  pro¬ 
pos’d  )  in  a  great  meafure  to  prevent  this 
Objection  ;  yet  I  think  my  felf  obliged 
fomething  more  at  large  here  to  confider 
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it,  and  to  take  all  Prudent  Care,  poffihle, 
to  guard  my  felf  from  all  the  Dangerous 
Wounds,  I  may  otherwile  be  liable  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  it. 

And  here  I  hope  the  Reader  will  not  be 
Offended,  if  I  fhould  repeat,  almoil  Verba¬ 
tim,  what  I  have  faid  in  the  place  aforemen. 
tion’d.  I  there  owned,  and  here  again  re¬ 
peat  it,  that  I  look  upon  a  Complear  and 
Adequate  Notion  of  the  True  Crafts  of  the 
Blood  in  Statu  Sana,  (how  neceffary  foever 
it  may  be,  to  this  our  End  and  Purpofe) 
to  be  hitherto  a  deftder  andtirn  in  Medicind. 
If  I  am  therein  under  a  Miftake,  as  I 
bewail  my  Misfortune,  in  never  having 
met  with  it;  fo  I  fhall  be  very  thankful 
to  any  one,  that  fhall  be”  fo  kind, 
as  to  inform  me  in  what  Author,  and  in 
what  part  of  him,  I  may  find  fuch  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  Affair,  as  may  be  fafely  rely’d 
upon,  without  endangering  my  running 
into  Error  ;  and  fuch  as  fhall  by  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Teamed  be  acknowledg’d 
to  be  tolerably  Exact ;  becaufe  thereby  he 
would  enable  me  to  difengage  my  felf,  aii 
at  once,  from  themoft  Troublefome  and  moll 
Formidable  of  all  my  AJfailants. 

But  tho’  we  are  not  at  prefent  fo  happy, 
as  to  be  intimately  acquainted  with,  and  to 
have  a  Priori,  a  perfect  Notion,  of  the  Nature 
and  Confutation  of  the  motif  perfectly  Heal¬ 
thy 
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thy  State  of  the  Blood ,  may  we  not  ratio¬ 
nally  hope,  by  Induflry  and  a  *JudiciousColU- 
itng  of  Multitudes  of  Accurate  Obfervati- 
ons ,  made  in  Profecution  of  this,  or  fome 
more  Ingenioufly  contriv’d  Method ,  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  Bofteriori,  a  tolerable  at  lead  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  lefs  perfectly  Healthy ,  (Excufe 
the  Uncouthnefs  of  the  Expreflion)S^m  of 
the  Blood  t  States  of  the  Blood  I  call  them, 
as  believing,  and  not  without  Appearance 
at  lead  of  Reafon  ,  that  there  may  be 
more  than  one  bordering  on  each  fide  of 
that  which  deferves  the  Character  of  moft 
Perfect ,  even  fuch  as 'cannot  well  be  found 
fault  with.  And  then,  may  we  not  Ratio¬ 
nally  hope,  by  the  arriving,  if  we  can,  at 
the  Knowledge  of  thefe  lefs  perfectly  Heal¬ 
thy  States ,  to  obtain  at  la  it  a  true  Idea  of 
that  which  is  moft  perfectly  fo ;  which 
would  be  the  moft  infallible  Criterion ,  for 
Phyficians  to  direct  their  Practice  by,  in 
Correcting  the  feveral  Dyfcrafies  or  the 
Blood  ?  tho1!  verily  believe,  that  this  moft 
defirable  State ,  like  the  Old  Temperament 
turn  ad  Pondus,  is  of  fo  fugacious  a  Nature , 
that  no  meer  Man  ever  was,  or  ever  can 
be,  long  poffefs’d  of  it. 

Rut  farther,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  a  few 
Mod  eft  Queftions  ,  viz.  Whether  this  Ob+ 
jection ,  if  Rigidly  and  Malicioufly  infilled  on, 
does  not  fhake  all  other  Methods ?  not  on- 
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of  Enquiries,  but  alfo  of  Pr  alike  upon 
Dtfeajes,  which  proceed  from  Vitiated  Flu - 
tds,  as  much  as  this  Notion  of  mine  ?  Are 
the  Objectors  fure,  that  unlefs  we  throuoh- 

11  UEn/de,rfta,n.d  t,ie  pei'feft  States° of 
all  Fluids,  tis  lmpoflrble  to  Correct  the 

J  tees  cA  them  ?  Then  what  becomes  of 
this  Large  Branch  of  Phyjick ,  which  has 
hitherto,  almoif  folely  Employ’d  our 
Thoughts,  whilft  as  I  have  before  fuffici- 
ently  prov’d,  the  poor  Solids  have  Iain  bv 
aimoft  totally  neglefted  ?  Do  not  even  they 
themteives,  who  are  moft  likely  to  uro'e 
me  witn  this  Objection,  pretend  to  CorreCl 
or  Cure  all  thefe  Vices ,  either  by  Altera- 
fives,  or  Evacuatives ,  or  Both?  And  vet 
T  believe  they  have  fcarce  the  Confidence 
to  Affeit,  that  they  throughly  underftand 
tL~J\atures  of  the  mo/l  Healthy  States  of 
tacn  of  the  Vfeful  Fluids  in  Humane  Bo- 
dies.  What  then  ?  Muft  they  ?  Will  they 
foroear  endeavouring  to  make  Bad  Hu- 
mours  better  becaufe  they  do  not  yet  fuJ. 
ly  know,  wherein  the  heft  States  of  each 
of  them  ^do  aftually  confift  ?  Or  ought 
they  not .  Do  they  not  make  a  Virtue  of 
NecefTiry,  by  forming  fuch  Ideas,  to  them- 
lelves,  of  every  one  of  them  from  Rea- 
jon  and  Experience,  as  may  be  of  great 
Ult,  in  directing  them  what  Courle,  to 
ta*e>  in  their  Proceedings?  And  thefe 

indeed, 
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indeed,  how  imperfefl:  foever  they  may 
be,  they  muft  content  themfelves  with, 
till  more  Confummate  Notions  may  be  attain¬ 
ed,  by  further  Experience  ;  which  the  Me¬ 
thod  by  me  propofed  feems,  at  leaft,  fairly 
to  promife.  And  if  this  Conceffion  be  al¬ 
lowable  to  others,  why  fhould  I  be  held 
to  harder  Meafures?  Especially  fince  I  have 
no  where  declared,  that  I  think  it  abfo- 
Jutely  necelfary  for  a  Phyfician ,  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  Nature  ol  the 
mod  accurately  Healthy  State  of  Humane 
Blood:  Though  I  do,  and  ever  fhall,  own, 
that  it  would  be  fupereminently  Advanta¬ 
geous  to  him  fo  to  be,  if  it  be  portable  to 
attain  that  Sublime  Pitch  oi  knowledge ; 
and  that  I  verily  believe, it  would  infinitely 
(  pardon  the  word  )  fhorten  his  Cures  of  all 
fuch  Dif safes  as  do  proceed  from  their  Vices. 

VII.  I  have  but  one  Objection,  and  that 
is,  which  way  there  is  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  the  Effects  of  Nature ,  and  thofe  of 
Medicines  exhibited,  and  efpecially  in  Acute 
Cafes ,  which  tor  the  molt  part  keep  the 
fame  Periods ,  and  Determine  one  way  or 
other  with,  or  without,  Medicines ,  (  I  ex¬ 
cept  Intermittent s ,  and  the  Cafe  ol  the  Cor¬ 
tex .  )  A  Fever  that  runs  a  Courfe  ol  14 
days,  and  then  comes  to  a  Crifis ,  that 
fame  f  ever  do’s  fo,  though  you  give,  or 

not 
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give,  Medicines  (  provided  there  be  no 
failure  in  Externals  )  and  confequently  the 
State->  Texture ,  Colour,  Tafle  Sic.  of  the 
Blood  fhali  pafs  all  the  feme  Alterations , 
by  the  Powers  of  Nature ■  and  all  the  fame 
things  fhali  be  done  with,  and  without. 
Medicines.  Suppofe  in  a  Bleu  rifle,  where 
at  fir  ft  letting  of  Blood,  you  find  the  Co- 
lour  Stop  fas  they  call  it)  by  the  Wa’ or 
third  Bleeding  you  find  this  altered,  even 
without  any  additional  Medicine,  and  the 
Blood  it  feif  comes  p  its  right  State,  by 
its  Circulation,  or  its  proper  internal  Power  's 
and  leftinesit  lelf:  and  the  fame  may  be 
laid  or  Rheum. at  if ms,  and  perhaps  of  all  In- 
jtammatory  Difeafes :  However  to  be  fure 
m  Fevers.  Now  then,  the  Queftion  is. 
Ho  w,  by  your  Method,  you  fhali  be  inabled 
to  know  the  Powers  of  Medicines,  even  al¬ 
though  you  fee  the  Colour,  find  the  Tafle, 
changed  after  the  Exhibition  of  Medi- 
ein.s,  when  even  tney  would  he  changed 

m  ti  e  lame  manner,  although  perhaps  you 

gave  no  Medicines  at  all :  this  therefore  will 
leave  you  in  the  Dark,  as  to  the  Vires 
Me  die  ament  or  um ;  whereas,  it  may  be,  Nature 
only  and  even  Nature  unaffifted  by  Medicine 
might  have  effected  it.  I  own  this  is  an  Ob¬ 
jection  againft  all  Medicine,  and  therefore 
leemsto  conclude  too  much,  and  that  is  worfe 
than  too  little  •  but  thus  far  ’tis  Valid,  that  your 

Me- 
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Method,  pretending  to  more  Certainty,  if  it 
can  better  encounter  this  Objection,  than 
others,  I  believe  it  may  be  much  for  the 
Advantage  ot  it,  and  therefore  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  your  Confideration :  although 
I  have  only  haftily  drawn  it  upland  you 
may,  or  may  not,  take  notice  of  it,  as  you 
fee  occafion ;  lor  no  body  fas  I  know  of) 

makes  it  but  my  lelf. 

Having  received  this  Objection ,  in  an 
Obliging  Letter  from  a  Learned  and  Eminent 
PraCtijer  in  London,  who  did  me  the  Ho - 
nour  to  review  this  EJfay,  in  its  fecond 
Draught,  and  whofe  Sentiments  never  fail 
of  making  a  deep  Impreffion  upon,  and  of 
having  a  due  weight  with  me;  I  cannot 
pafs  it  over  curforily ,  but  think  my  lelf 
obliged  to  take  it  into  my  mo  ft  ferious 
Confideration,  and  to  endeavour  to  return 
as  full,  and  as  clear  an  Anfwer,  as  I  pof- 
fibly  can,  to  it:  Which  I  hope,  upon  a 
ftri£t  Examination ,  may  fufficiently  and 
fatisfaftorily  prove,  that  this  Objection,  in 
its  fulleft  force,  can  never  totally  deftroy 
the  Expectations,  that  the  Method  by  me 
propoled  ,  if  vigoroufly  profecuteu,  may  be 
of  lome  confiderable  Advantage  to  the/#- 
genious  in  their  Enquiries ,  into  the  Caufes 
of  Difeafes ,  and  into  the  Operations  of  Re¬ 
medies.  But  to  betake  my  telf  to  the 

An]. 
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Anf.  I  cannot  deny  but  that  it  may,  and 
Will,  be  very  difficult,  at  leaft  at  the  firft, 
in  many  if  not  rnoft  Acute  Diftempers  ("which 
for  the  moft  part  keep  the  fame  Periods , 
and  determine  one  way,  or  other,  with,  or 
without  Medicines  (as  the  Sagacious  Ob~ 
jefior  has  moft  judicioufly  obferved ,  and 
perhaps  in  fome  others)  rightly  to  diftin- 
gtiifti  between  the  Effects  of  Nature ,  and 
thofe  of  Medicines-,  and  yet,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  this,  I  cannot  believe  it  altogether 
impoflible,  with  due  Care,  and  Attention 
of  Mind,  in  time  to  attain  to  a  tolerably 
Certain  Nicenefs  therein.  The  great  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  of  folving 
the  foregoing  Objection,  lies  in  this,  That 
where  Nature  her  felf  do’s  adually  perform 
the  Cures  of  Difeafes,  without  any  Ajjifiance 
from  Art,  we  are  hitherto  through  our 
want  of  due  Attention ,  for  the  moft  pa  r. 
ignorant  what  real  Alterations  She  work, 
in  the  Blood,  not  only  as  to  Confidence,  and 
Colour,  but  alfo  as  to  the  Tafle,  Smell,  See. 
of  it.  And  indeed  where  we  have  oppor¬ 
tunities  afforded  us,  of  Examining  the  Bipod 
in  Difeafes  extracted,  we  generally  content 
our  felves  with  a  very  Slight  and  fuperfi- 
cial  Fiew  of  its  Confidence,  as  to  Tbicknefs , 
or  Thinnefs,  and  the  abundance  or  defici¬ 
ency  of  Serum  in  it,  and  of  its  Colour  and 
Sizinefs ,  but  no  ways  trouble  our  felves 

N  with 
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Method,  pretending  to  more  Certainty,  if  it 
can  better  encounter  this  Objection,  than 
others,  I  believe  it  may  be  much  for  the 
Advantage  of  it,  and  therefore  I  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  your  Confideration :  although 
I  have  only  haftily  drawn  it  upland  you 
may,  or  may  not,  take  notice  of  it,  as  you 
fee  occafion ;  for  no  body  fas  I  know  of) 

makes  it  but  my  lelf. 

Having  received  this  Objection,  in  an 
Obliging  Letter  from  a  Learned  and  Eminent 
Pratfifer  in  London,  who  did  me  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  review  this  Ejfay,  in  its  fecond 
Draught,  and  whofe  Sentiments  never  tail 
of  making  a  deep  Impreflion  upon,  and  of 
having  a  due  weight  with  me;  I  cannot 
pafs  it  over  curforily ,  but  think  my  feif 
obliged  to  take  it  into  my  moft  ferious 
Confideration,  and  to  endeavour  to  return 
as  full,  and  as  clear  an  Anfwer,  as  I  pof- 
fibly  can,  to  it:  Which  I  hope,  upon  a 
ftrift  Examination ,  may  Efficiently  and 
fatisfaftorily  prove,  that  this  Objection,  in 
its  fulleft  force,  can  never  totally  deftroy 
the  Exp  e  tit  at  ions,  that  the  Method  by  me 
propofed  ,  if  vigoroufly  profecuted,  may  be 
of  lome  confiderabie  Advantage  to  the  In¬ 
genious  in  their  Enquiries ,  into  the  Caufes 
of  Difeafes,  and  into  the  Operations  of  Re¬ 
medies.  But  to  betake  my  felf  to  the 


Anf. 
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Atjf.  I  cannot  deny  but  that  it  may,  and 
Will,  be  very  difficult,  at  lead  at  the  fird, 
in  many  it  not  tnoft  Acute  Difiempers  ( which 
for  the  mod:  parr  keep  the  fame  Periods , 
and  determine  one  way,  or  other,  with,  or 
without  Medicines  (as  the  Sagacious  Ob . 
pci  or  has  mod  judicioufly  obferved ,  and 
perhaps  in  fome  others)  rightly  to  didin- 
gnifh  between  the  Effects  of  Nature ,  and 
thofe  of  Medicines-,  and  yet,  notwithdand- 
ing  all  this,  I  cannot  believe  it  altogether 
impoflible,  with  due  Care ,  and  Attention 
of  Mind,  in  time  to  attain  to  a  tolerably 
Certain  Nicenefs  therein.  The  great  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  if  I  am  not  midaken,  of  folving 
the  foregoing  Objection,  lies  in  this,  That 
where  Nature  her  felt’  do’s  actually  perform 
the  Cures  of  Difeafes,  without  any  Affiftance 
from  Art,  we  are  hitherto  through  our 
want  of  due  Attention,  for  the  mod  pa  r. 
ignorant  what  real  Alterations  She  work 
in  the  Blood,  not  only  as  to  Confidence,  and 
Colour ,  but  alfo  as  to  the  Tafle,  Smell,  See. 
of  it.  And  indeed  where  we  have  oppor¬ 
tunities  afforded  us,  ol  Examining  the  Blood 
in  Difeafes  extracted,  we  generally  content 
our  felves  with  a  very  Slight  and  fuperfi- 
cial  View  of  its  Confidence,  as  to  Thicknefs , 
or  Thinnefs,  and  the  abundance  or  defici¬ 
ency  of  Serum  in  it,  and  of  its  Colour  and 
Sixdnefs,  but  no  ways  trouble  our  felves 

N  with 
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with  the  Examination  of  its  Tafe,  Swell , 
Roapinefs ,  Otlynefs ,  and  fuch  like,  which 
are  as  neceffary,  nay,  perhaps  more  ne- 
ceffary.  Enquiries,  than  the  other.  And 
by  reafon  of  this  our  Perfunfforinefs  we 
are  wholly  in  the  Dark,  whether  Nature 
do’s  not  work  thofe  Cures ,  by  rendering 
the  Blood  more  Bitter  ijh ,  Saltijh ,  Sweettfh, 
Sourijh ,  or  the  like,  or  by  rendering  it  more 
or  Ids  Roapy,  Oily ,  or  fuch  other  Alteration , 
or  Alterations ,  as  I  am  very  much  inclined 
to  conjefture;  and  that  without  a  due  and 
careful  Regard  to  thefe  latter,  as  well  as 
to  the  former,  in  our  Enquiries,  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  Phyftck  will  move  on  but  very 
flowly;  and  it  may  be  for  this  very  rea¬ 
fon,  that  oftentimes  the  former,  and  more 
taken  notice  of,  are  nothing  elfe  but  the 
Products  of  thefe  latter  unobjerved  Altera¬ 
tions  in  the  Blood.  And  here  again  I  can¬ 
not  forbear  bewailing  afrefh,  that  in  the 
Compafs  of  fo  many  Ages,  as  Medicine 
has  been  cultivated  in  the  World,  we  have 
as  yet  no  tolerable  Standards  fettled  of 
Good  and  Healthy  Bloods ,  whereby  our 
Searches  into  the  Natures  and  Caufes 
of  Difeafes  would  be  wonderfully  Abbrevia¬ 
ted \  and  we  led  as  it  were  by  the  Hand  to 
the  moft  genuine 7  or  if  you  like  the  term 
better,  the  moft  Specif ck  and  Expeditious 
Cures  of  them*  But  fince  this  is  hither¬ 
to 
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-to  denied  us5  which  would  fave  even  me 
in  this  Anfwer  abundance  of  Pains;  in  or¬ 
der,  to  the  more  fully  fatisfying  this  Obje¬ 
ction,  by  fhewing  how  we  may  render  this 
Method  of  mine  tifeful,  to  the  truly  diftin* 
gu idling  between  the  Effects  of  Nature 9 
and  thole  of  Medicines ,  after  freely  and  in- 
genuoufly  acknowledging,  that  Art  is  but 
Nature  s  Handmaid  to  a  did  her  in  her  Ope¬ 
rations-,  I  fhall  premife  three  Populates,  or 
Suppofitions t  call  them  which  you  pleafe, 
which  are,  if  I  midake  not,  fo  reafonable 
in  themfelves,  that  I  hope  few,  or  none? 
will  refufe  to  grant  them  to  me;  viz. 

Fir  ft.  That  thofe  Medicines,  which  either 
upon  ever y  Jingle  Exhibition ,  or  upon  the 
perf fling  in  the  life  of  them,  do  man  deft¬ 
ly  Alleviate  in  any  Difiemper ,  the  whole 
Concourfe  of  Symptomes ,  and  are  fo  far  from, 
interrupting  Nature ,  in  her  Procejfes ,  that 
they  apparently  affid  her,  in  paffing  her 
Periods ,  and  always  help  to  bring  the  laid 
Difiemper ,  to  an  happy  IfTue  (frequently 
to  a  more  fpeedy  one,  than  when  the  faid 
Difiemper  is  left  to  take  its  own  Courfe 9 
without  any  foreign  Afflfiance  of  Medicines, 
or  than  it  meets  with  after  the  Exhibition 
of  Medicines  of  a  different  Nature  to  thofe 
under  this  Head  already  fuppofed  )  fhould 
be  edeemed  Proper  and  Beneficial* 

N  2  2  dlK 
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2 ly,  That  thofe  Medicines,  which  either 
upon  each  fingle  Exhibition ,  or  upon  the 
perfifting  in  the  continued  Ufe  of  them, 
do  conflantly  render  the  fa  id  Dijiemper 
more  violent  ,  or  fenfibly  Exafperate  the 
Symptomes ,  and  efpecially  if  they  produce 
formidable  New  ones ,  fhould  be  deemed  bn- 
proper  and  Prejudicial. 

3 ly ,  That  thofe  Medicines ,  which  fo  ti¬ 
led,  do  not  conflantly  occafion  any  Ten- 
fible  Alterations ,  either  for  the  better  or 
the  worfe ,  nor  any  ways  vifibly  inter¬ 
rupt  the  Course  of  Nature ,  in  Her  Manage¬ 
ments  of  Dijtempers ,  efpecially  after  per- 
fifting  in  them,  forfome  confiderable  time, 
fhould  be  allowed  to  be  of  an  Innocent, 
or  at  lea  ft  of  not  a  very  Mifchievous 
Kjnd. 

The  like  may,  with  a  Parity  of  Rea- 
Ion,  be  truly  Averted  of  different  Methods 
and  ways  of  Management  of  Dijeafes . 

In  the  two  former  of  thefe  prernifed 
Cafes,  I  can  fcarce  imagine,  how  it  fliould 
be  thought  difficult,  if  due  Attention  be  uied 
in  the  Profecution  of  the  Method  by  me 
propos’d.,  to  dillinguifh  between  the  Effects 
of  Nature ,  and  the  Operations  of  Remedies . 
for  il  continually  in  any  one  Diftempeiyup- 
on  the  preferibing  any  one  Medicine ,  or  fort 
of  Medicines ,  of  the  fame  Efficacy,  I  find  all 
or  molt  of  x\vc  trouble  tome  Symptomes ,  with 

which 
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which  my  Patient  was  before  Afflitled, 
silltvtated,  arKs  the  Difi  emper  m  genera l 
better'd  ■  my  next  Care  fhould  he,  with  all 
the  Accuracy  poffible,  to  examine  what 
tea!  Alterations  have  been  produc’d,  in  the 
Wood,  either  as  to  Confidence,  Colour,  Tafie, 
Sme/l,  ac.  from  what  it  was  at  the  hr  ft 
Bleeding,  or  any  other  Bleeding  preceding 
this  my  Examination  :  and  as,  I  think,  I 
have  reafon  to  aferibe  the  Benefit  wrought 
to  the  Force  an  A  Efficacy  oi'  the  Medicines 
in  the  Interval  Exhibited,  fo  if  upon  Ex- 
tr acting  of  Blood ,  I  find  it  alter’d  confide- 
i  ably  in  any  ,  or  all  the  aforemention’d 
Circumfiances,  from  what  it  was  at  the 
firft  or  any  other  Bleeding  ,  when  I  found 
my  Patient  in  the  ivorfl  State  of  Health J  I 
hope  none  will  judge  me  Vnreajcnable,  in 
apprehending,  that  thofe  very  Alterations 
produc’d  in  the  fatd  Blood ,  are  as  truly  rhe 
Effects  of  the  Medicines  prefer  i^d,  as  the 
Abatement  of  the  Difiemper  it  felf  :  and 
indeed  that  they  are  inseparable  Concomi¬ 
tants  one  of  the  other;  or  rather  that  t!;e 
Abatement  oi  the  Difiemper  was  really,  and 
truly  the  Subfequent  of  thofe  very  Altera, 
tions  produced  in  the  Blood ,  by  the  M  - 
dicines  Exhibited ,  and  fuch  as  Nature  her 
feh,  in  all  Humane  Probability,  would 
unaffifted  have  wrought,  though  perhaps 
more  (lowly,  without  this  Additional  Affi- 

N  5  fiance  , 
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(lance.  And  indeed,  if  upon  Collating  Va¬ 
rious  Exaft  Obfervations  in  the  very  fame 
Cafes,  we  (hall  always  find  the  very  fame 
Phenomena,  both  as  to  the  Melioration  or 
the  Diftemper,  and  the  Alterations  produ¬ 
ced  in  the  Blood,  the  Argument  will  prove 
the  ftronger,  and  the  Inferences  deduced 
therefrom  j  bealmoft  Ondeniabls,, 

.  On  the  other  fide,  if  in  the  fame  Di- 
ftemper,  upon  the  prefcribing  another 
Medicine,  or  fort  ol  Medicines ,  I  fhouli, 
always,  within  few  hours  after  my  Pre¬ 
fcribing,  and  my  Patients  taking  it,  or  them, 
find  all  or  mod  of  his  Symptomes  exafpe- 
..1 rated ,  and  perhaps  fame  New  one  of  as 
bad  or  worfe  Cliai-after,  fuperinduc’d,  and 
by  confequence ,  the  whole  Dificmpet 
heightened,  as  I  think,  it  would  be  neeu  • 
lefs  to  feek  for  any  other  Caufe,  to  a- 
fcribe  the  Exacerbation  of  the  faid  Diftem * 
per  to,  than  the  indifcretely  prefcribing 
that  Medicine ,  or  thofe  Medicines ;  efpe- 
cially  if  before  that,  the  Diftemper  appea¬ 
red  of  a  favourable  ffina,  In  iuch  a  Cafe 
as  this  my  next  bufinefs  would,  and 
fhould,  be  with  all  the  Nicenels,  and  Ac¬ 
curacy  poffible,  to  Examine  the  Blood,  as 
to  its  Confidence,  Colour,  Tafle,  Smell,  &c. 
and  to  Note  what  Alterations,  I  therein 
found,  as  to  thefe,  and  the  like  Particu¬ 
lars',  which  Alterations,  no  doubt  were 
'  •  1  7  |ne 
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the  true  Caufes  of  the  Dijlempers  lb  appa¬ 
rently  getting  ground,  at  that  rate;  and 
therefore  I  hope,  that  none  would  blame 
me  lor  imagining,  that  whatfoever  had  pro¬ 
duced  thele  Alterations  in  the  Blood  of  my 
Patient,  had  at  the  fame  time,  by  thofe 
very  Alterations  produced  that  Alter  mu 
on  in  the  Diflemper  for  the  vvorfe,  which 
at  the  firlt  appeared  favourable ,  but  now 
otherwife.  And  in  this  Cafe  likewife,  if  up¬ 
on  Collating  various  Objervations,  of  the  like 
kind,  Exactly  made,  I  fhould  always  meet 
with  the  fame  Phenomena,  I  fhould  be  incli¬ 
ned  to  believe  my  faid  Confiture  fo  certain 
as  fcarce  to  admit  of  the  leaft  doubt.  And  to 
confeis  the  truth,  I  am  apt  to  be  of thcOpini- 
on,  that  the  Profecution  of  this  Method  t triCl- 
Jy i  would  at  leaft,  at  the  firft  entering  upon 
it,  more  plainly  difcover  to  us  the  Errors 
which  we  made,  or  were  liable  to  make,  in 
Practice,  than  direftly  difcover  to  us  the  true 
and  proper  ways  ot  Proceedings  in  the  Manage- 
merit  o{  Difeafes ;  I  fay,  at  the  firft  only, as  not 
doubting  but,  that  after  we  were  become 
Dextrous  in  it,  it  would  be  ferviceable  to  us, 
even  in  this  other,  and  more  ufeful  part  of 

Phjfick :  But  iuppofing  the  utmoft  it  could  do, 

fhould  only  be  to  dijcover  to  us,  and  Caution 
us  from, Errors  in  our  Treating  the  Difiafes  of 
;  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  de- 
*ei.  ves,  by  no  means  to  be  abfoliitely 
/lighted,  N  4  If 
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If  what  I  have  already  faid,  be  not  gran- 
ted  me.  I  can  fcapce  imagine,  of  what  Ufe 
and  Advantage,  that  Indication  can  be, which 
is  taken  a  Juvantibus  &  Ladentibus ;  and 
yet  this  is  an  Indication  which  is  defer- 
vedly  preferred  by  moll,  it  not  all,  Prudent 
Phyficians ,  before  even  the  mod  Celebrated 
Hypothecs  whatfoever  ;  without  having  this 
conftantly  in  our  View ,  it  would  be  next  to 
impoflible  to  Reclifie  any  Mi  flakes  in  Pra¬ 
ctice,  efpecially  if  a  Praclifer  be  fo  unfor¬ 
tunate,  as  to  be  bigotted  to  any  Hypothecs 
that  carries  with  it  any  {hew  of  Probabi¬ 
lity ;  in  which  Cafe ,  Multitudes  of  Misfor¬ 
tunes  among  his  Patients,  {hall  not  be 
powerful  enough  to  roufe  him  out  of  his 
Lethargy ,  or  caufe  him  fo  much  as  to  o- 
fen  his  Eyes ,  and  to  look  about  him,  to 
fee,  if  he  cannot  find  out  a  better  way  of 
Proceeding:  But  notwithstanding  all  thefe 
Unhappy  and  unobferved  Warnings ,  to  change 
his  Courfes,  he  Shall  ftill  plod  on  in  his  old 
beaten  paths ,  and  fatisfie  himfelf  with  at¬ 
tributing  all  his  Mifcarriages ,  to  Malignity , 
or  to  any  other  Caufe,  rather  than  the 
true  one,  viz.  The  want  of  due  Manage¬ 
ment. 

For  the  more  full  proof  of  what  I  have 
here  afferted,  I  crave  the  Reader’s  permif- 
fion  to  relate  a  Story,  which  I  know  to 
be  abfolutely  true. 

In 
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In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  i68o,  I  hap- 
ned  to  he  prefent  at  an  accidental  Meet¬ 
ing  of  the  late  De/irvedly  Famous  Dr.  Sy¬ 
denham  y  and  another  Fhyfiaan ,  now  aifo 
Deceafed.  After  the  ufua!  Salutations  Dr. 
Sydenham  asked  the  other  Phylician,  what 
fort  of  Fevers  he  had  obferved  in  the  Town 
the  preceding  Winter?  To  which  the 
Anfwer  was,  a  very  Malignant  one  ;  fo 
Malignant ,  that  fcarce  five  out  of  eight, 
of  them  who  were  feized  with  it,  reco¬ 
vered.  Dr.  Sydenham  further  demanding 
at  what  time  they  ufually  dyed  ;  the  other 
replied  about  the  fourteenth  day.  Dr  .Syden¬ 
ham  ftill  interrogating  him,  How  he  ufed 
to  manage  them,  was  briskly  anfwered 
with  Cor  dials  and  Sudorifcks ,  as  Malignant 
hevers  ought  to  be  managed,  I  will  not  fay 
pofitively,  that  I  have  given  the  very  words 
of  this  Short  Colloquy ,  but  lam  certain  I 
have  not  deviated  a  Tittle  from  the  Sence 
of  it,  and  muft  a  flure  the  Reader ,  that  I 
was  not  a  little  furprized  at  it;  and  the 
more,  becaufeupon  an  Aftcr-Recollecfion, 
I  was  fully  fatisfied,  that  among  upwards; 
of  Thirty  of  Dr.  Sydenham's  Patients  in  Fe- 
vers,  that  Winter,  I  could  give  account 
of  but  two  which  had  Mifcarried  (and 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  them  would 
obferve  his  Directions ).  Befides,  at  what 
pme  foever,  he  was  called  in,  he  never 
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kept  any  of  them  in  hand  above  four  days, 
but  I  mull  confefs,  he  did  not  treat  them, 
as  Malignant  Fevers  are  ufually  treated, 
and  as  the  other  Phy.fician  briskly ,  as  I  have 
already  informed  you,  afferted  they  ought 
to  be  Managed .  I  report  not  this  upon  a 
bear  hearsay,  but  upon  my  own  certain 
knowledge,  having  then  the  Honour  of  Vi- 
fting  Dr.  Sydenham"* s  Patients,  together  with 
him,  in  order  to  the  better  qualifying  my  i elf 
for  Practise.  If  any  can  be  fo  fanguine,  as 
to  imagine,  that,  'in  ail  this  number  of 
Patients ,  Dr*  Sydenham  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  meet  with  no  Fevers  which  were 
mali  moris,  when  others  complained  they 
were  every  where  fo  rife;  all  that  I  final] 
lay  in  anlwer  to  him,is  ;  that  tor  my  own 
part  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  of  many  of  them, 
chat  they  were  fo  ill-conditioned ,  that  had 
they  been  managed  according  to  the  Me¬ 
thod,  which  the  other  Phyjician  thought  mofi 
proper,  their  Event,  inftead  of happpy,  would 
have  proved  Fatal .  I  beg  the  Reader’s 
Pardon  for  this  Digre/Jion,  and  do  allure 
him,  that  I  would  not  io  long  have  tref- 
paifed  upon  his  Patience,  by  infilling  fo 
largely^  upon  it,  had  I  not  thought  my 
idl  indifpenftbly  obliged,  by  this  Specimen , 
to  endeavour  (though  perhaps  not  in  a 
very  proper  place  )  to  evince  the  World, 
now  effe finally  the  being  bigotted  to  any 

Hy pot  hefts , 
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Hypothecs,  or  Notion ,  though  never  fo  fpe- 
cious,  may  lead  Men  into  pernicious  Errors 

in  Practice . 

But  to  return  to  the  Subject  \  was  upon, 
before  I  entered  upon  this  not  unprofi¬ 
table  Digreffion ,  and  to  make  fome  Ap¬ 
plication  of  what  has  been  faid,  to  the 
Cafe  of  a  Pleunfie ,  which  is  one  of  thole, 
which  the  Learned  and  Sagacious  Objector 
is  pleafed  in  particular  to  infill  on,  (though, 
by  the  way,  I  cannot  but  think  that  this 
Diflemper  ought  rather  to  be  ranged  under 
the  Clajjis  of  Difeafes  of  the  Solids ,  or  at 
leaft  of  thofe  of  a  mixt  Nature ,  than  thole 
of  the  Fluids,  of  which  only  lam  fpeaking  in 
this  Ejfayj  but  before  I  proceed  a&ually  to 
make  my  Application  hereto,  1  mult  beg 
his  leave  to  premife  one  Remark  or  two": 
And  firft  in  this  very  Cafe  of  a  Pleunfie, 
as  by  him  Rated,  though  there  be  no 
actual  Medicine  fuppofed  to  be  exhibited , 
yet  there  is  made  ufe  of  what  may  juftly 
be  look’d  upon  as  infiar  Medicaments ,  a  Re¬ 
medy, though  not  a  Medicine, that  is, Bleedings 
before  the  Blood  will  either  by  its  Circula¬ 
tion  or  its  proper  internal  Powers ,  reffifie  it 
felf.  Another  Obferv  at  ion, which  I  (hall  make, 
!s  v  That  a  Regularly  and  falutary  Pleurifie. 
is  always  attended  with  a  plentiful  natural 
Expectoration,  which  muft  be  allowed  to 
fupply  the  place  of  a  Medicine  defigned  to 

procure 
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procure  that  neceffary  Dif charge  of  Mor  hi¬ 
jack  Matter.  Moreover  in  other  Acute  Di - 
jtempers,  which  they  themfelves  terminate 
kindly,  fornc  critical  Evacuation,  or  other, 
perhaps  a  Diarrhoea ,  Hemorrhage,  or  moft 
commonly  a  Diaphorefis ,  or  more  gentle 
Diapnoe ,  do7s  always  preceed  the  Rectifi¬ 
cation  ot  the  Blood:  Which  Natural  Eva* 
cuations ,  though  we  do  not  yet  perfedlly 
underftand  what  Methods  Nature  takes  for 
the  producing  of  them,  do  yet  very  much 
refemble  thofe  procured  by  Art ,  and  fo 
far  refemble  the  Operations  of  Medicines 
internally  Exhibited . 

Thefe  things  premifed,  Suppofe  in  a  Bleu- 
rifie ,  upon  the  conftant  giving  one  Medi¬ 
cine ,  or  one  fort  of  Medicines ,  I  find  the 
Fever  abated ,  the  Refpiration  more  free, 
the  Expectoration  more  Eajie,  Plentiful ,  and 
more  Dtgefted,  the  Pain  in  the  Thorax  al¬ 
leviated,  the  Pulje  more  Regular ,  & c.  and 
the  Blood  likewife,  upon  every  fubfequent 
Bleeding ,  not  only  lefs  and  lefs  Sizy ,  but 
otherways  altered  in  the  Confiftence ,  Colour , 
Tajhy  Smell ,  &c.  from  what  it  really  was 
at  the  firft  Extraction:  And  on  the  other 
fide,  luppofe  upon  the  continued  Exhibition , 
of  another  Medicine ,  or  another  fort  of 
Medicines ,  in  the  like  C*/e,  I  find  the  Re¬ 
verie  of  all  thefe,  together  with  the 

of  a  Diarrhoea ,  or  IJchyria}  or  !>//* 

rium. 
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?lmn i  of  of  all  thefe  together,  and  of  ft- 
veraf  other  asthreatning Symptoms :  Ifupon 
every  fubfequent  Ennjjion  of  Blood ,  I  not 
only  find  the  Blood  more  and  more  Sizy* 
but  al(o  other  ways  changed,  in  the  Corfu 
fence ,  Colour ,  [ aft e,  Smelly  &c.  from  what 
it  was  at  the  fir  ft  Extractions,  in  the  former 
Laje.  Ad d  to  this,  if  I  find  upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  fame  Bloods,  by  the  Tafte,  or 
Smell 9  that  the  amending  Blood  ienfihly 
differs  from  the  Blood ,  where  the  Patient 
apparently  grows  wcrfe,  either  in  the  one, 
or  the  other, or  both;  and  if  withal  the  one 
Oi  the  Bloods,  by  feeling,  difcovers  a  greater 
Oylinefs ,  Mucilaginoufnefs,o r  the  like.  Things 
tiius  nicely fcrutinyM  by  a]]  the  Senfes, which 
we  can  call  into  our  Afjif ance,  and  which 
jointly  are  like  to  give  us  more  certain 
Information ,  than  any  one  of  them  fngtj 
can  pretend  to;  I  fay,  May  I  not,  after 
iO  jlricl  a  Scrutiny ,  fafely  enough  attribute 
the  Amendment,  in  the  former  Fleur  hick 
Cafe,  to  the  Medicine ,  or  Medicines  there 
pei  filled  in  ;  and  the  manifefly  growing  worje 
in  the  latter  Cafe,  to  thofe  therein  adhered 
to?  And  can  I  juftly  incurrthe  Cenfureof 
being  Indifcreet,  and  of  efpoufing  ground- 
lefs  Conjectures ,  fihould  I  rake  up  an  Ap~ 
prehenfon ,  that  the  growing  Better  and 
Worfe,  m  thefe  two  Cafes  proceeded  faff  A 
bus  aquis^  with  thofe  different  Alterations, 

ob- 
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obferved  to  be  produced  in  the  Blood  by 
thofe  Different  Medicines  ?  Efpecially  if  up¬ 
on  the  mo  ft  Careful  and  Accurate  Collating 
of  Various  Objervations ,  faithfuly  made,  oi 
Cafes  as  needy  alike  Circumfimtiated ,  as 
may  be,  we  conftantly  find  the  fame,  or 
very  near  the  fame  Effects  produced,  of 
Alter  at  ions  in  the  Blood ,  and  Melioration  or 
Pejoration  in  the  Diftempers  ? 

Allowing  this  to  be  the  true  State  of 
the  Cafe,  (the  truth  of  which,  Experience 
it  fel i]  may  in  time  put  part  difpute)  I  rnuft 
own,  I  cannot  but  think  it  next  to  impo [fi¬ 
nk,  That  L,  or  any  one  elfe,  fhould  not  be 
able,  almoft  in  any  Diflemper,  proceeding 
barely  from  Vitiated  Blood ,  by  a  nice ,  and  Ac - 
>  cur  ate  Examining  the  Blood,  according  to  the 
Method  in  this  Eflay  laid  down,  upon  every 
fubfequent  Bleeding,  to  Remark  and  Affign 
the  feveral  Alterations ,  (or  at  leaf!:  the 
moft  con fider able  of  them)  produced  in  the 
faid  Blood ,  in  the  interval  between  the 
fir  ft  Ven  defection,  and  thofe  after  Obferva - 
l ions 0  whether  the  faid  Alterations  have  been 
accompanied  with  an  Alleviation ,  or  Exaf 
peration  of  the  faid  Diflemper.  For  cer¬ 
tainly  my  Eyes  will  not  fail  to  difeover, 
whether  the  Blood  be  more  or  lefs  Sizy, 
thicker ,  or  thinner ,  &rc.  And  my  1  afte  may 
(  efpecially  after  it  has  for  fome  time  been  ex - 

ere  fed  to  fuch  Enquiries )  fufficiently  inform 

me. 
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me  whether  It  be  Bitter,  Sweeter,  Sharper 

or  more  &c.  The  W/  o 

Fiw&  may  «  me,  in  finding  whether 
it  be  more  or  left  0/7j,  Rcapy ,  See.  An d 

the  Smelt ,  w nether  it  have  anv  different 

™r’  f);om  what  had  at  firft  All  which 
C ireumjt antes,  being  duly  Collated  mo^w' 


the  feveral  Dyjcrafies  of  the  JEkW,  which 
produce  thofe  Diftemptrs ,  and  by  the  Cor- 
reettons,  of  which,  whether  by  Specifick 
Alter  Ms,  or  by  proper  Evacuations,  t  both 
Di.temfers  are,  or  may  be,  adualiy  re* 

m°v  d  ;  and  may,  by  a  Natural  and  Lfor, 
c:,i  L onjequence ,  fully  fatisfie  ns. 


(  a  so  ) 

ter  minim  in  Observations  ,  fpecihed  accor* 
ding  to  the  two  former  Populates,  where 
Alterations  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  fact  more 
Obvious,  as  to  take  notice  of  the  leaft 
Tendency  towards  any  kind  of  Alteration , 
in  the  Blood  ,  by  the  Exhibition  of  any 
Medicine ;  and  of  any  Benefit,  or  Prejudice , 
therefrom  received  by  the  Patient  .*  At 
which  time  we  fhall  be  better  Capacita¬ 
ted,  with  Suc&efs  and  Satisj action,  to  make 
our  Enquiries  into  Cafes  Circumstantiated, 
even  according  to  the  Sup f option  made  in 
this  laft  Poflulate.  Which  Enquiries  how¬ 
ever,  even  before  we  ihall  arrive  at  the 
Degree  of  Isjiorv ledge ,  ought  not  wholly  and 
abfolutely  to  be  Neglected.  Becaufe  Infen - 
fible  Alterations ,  for  the  Better ,  deferve  to 
have  fome  Regard  taken  of  them  i  and  in- 
fenfible  Alterations ,  for  the  Worfe,  in  pro- 
cels  oi  time  may  prove  of  Pernicious  Con¬ 
sequence:  dpeciaily  in  Chronick  C  aj  es,  whofe 
Progrejfes  are  generally  very  {low  ,  and 
fcarcely  Difcoverable ,  without,  abundance 
of  Patience ,  as  well  as  Attention  oj  Mina, 
All  the  help  that  I  can  fuggeft  in  fuch 
nice  Cafes  as  thefe,  is;  That  the  feveral 
Examinations  of  the  Blood  ought  to  be  made, 
at  greater  diftance  ol  time  ,  which  may 
enable  us  to  make  more  fatisfaffory  Dip 
coveries ,  than  if  we  allow  lels  time  tor  the 
Medicines  to  exert  their  Operations  in.  And 
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this  I  hope  may  be  allow’d  of,  without 
any  confiderable  Damage ,  to  our  Patients , 
efpecially  in  Chronick  Difeafes. 

It  may  perhaps  he  urged,  that  this  An. 
foer  to  the  foregoing  Objection,  abounds 
with  more  words  than  are  really  Necef- 
fary,  nay,  that  in  it  I  feem  to  have  been 
guilty,  more  than  once,  of  Notorious  Tau¬ 
tologies.  I  readily  own  the  whole  Charge  : 
In  excufe  of  which,  all,  that  I  fhall  fay  is. 
That  that,  which  compelled  me  to  be 
fo  prolix,  and  verbofe ,  and  to  be  guilty  of 
fo  many  feeming  Repetitions  was,  firft^  an 
earnefl  defire  to  prove.  That  it  may  not 
be  wholly  imporfible,  by  the  Method  here 
fuggefted,  in  time  fo  fufficiently  to  diftin- 
guifh  between  the  Effects  of  Nature ,  and 
the  genuine  Operation  of  Medicines ,  as 
to  make  it  ufeful  to  us,  in  proving  the 
Praxis  Medica ,  at  leaf!  in  the  Difeafes ,  here 
in  general  hinted  at :  And,  fecondly,  a  Ge¬ 
nerous  (if  I  may  fo  term  it)  Defgn ,  as  intel¬ 
ligibly  as  I  could,  to  fhow  by  what  ways 
of  Proceeding,  according  to  my  prefent 
Apprehenfion,  this  might  mod  eafily  and 
fuccefsfully  be  Effected.  And  I  could  not 
but  think  it  the  more  neceffary  to  attempt 
both  thefe  things,  upon  account  of  the 
foregoing  Objection  it  felt,  which  as  I  have 
already  mentioned  I  received  from  z. Lear¬ 
ned,  Judicious  and  Eminent  London  Phyfician, 
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I  being  thereby  fully  fatisfied,  that  not¬ 
withstanding  all  my  former  Care r  in  let¬ 
ting  down  the  Method,  and  the  Steps  .to 
be  made  ufeof,  in  order  to  attain  the  Ends 
aim’d  at  by  it,  I  had  been  fo  unfortunate 
as  not  to  make  my  felf  perfectly  under- 
Itood. 

There  is  one  Objection  more,  which  has 
occurred  to  my  Thoughts,  fince  the  Writing 
my  Anfwer  to  the  foregoing,  and  this  will  be 
levelled  not  again  ft  the  Vfefulnejs  of  the  Me¬ 
thod  it  felf,  towards  the  Improvement  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfick  ,  but  againft  the  time  that 
mult  neceffarily  betaken  up  in  the  putting 
it  into  a£l,  viz . 

VIII.  Suppofe  your  Method  Capable  of 
giving  us,  in  our  Enquiries  all  the  Satis¬ 
faction,  that  the  moft  Curious ,  and  lnqmfttive , 
can  wifh,yetit  muft,evenby  your  own  ac¬ 
knowledgment  be  fo  tedious,  and  take  up  fo 
much  time  in  the  Execution  of  it,  that  that  a- 
lone  isfufficient  to  prove  the  Impracticability 
ofigand  thereby  difcourage  any  from  attem¬ 
pting  to  make  any  conliderableDifcoveries  by  ir. 

Anf  I  readily  acknowledge ,  That  it 
will  require  tome  time,  at  leaft  at  firft, 
accurately  to  ohferve,  and  to  commit  to  Wri¬ 
tings  all  the  feveral  Alterations  in  the  States 
of  the  Di (tempers ,  and  in  the  Blood  fuc- 
eeeding  the  feveral  Exhibitions  of  each  di¬ 
ll  i  net  Medicine ;  but  then  I  as  firmly  be- 
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lie ve.  That  the  Satisfaction ,  which  they 
fiiali  thence  receive,  will  more  than  Com- 
penfate  for  the  trouble,  to  all  thofe  who 
111  a  11  make  it  their  Rea!  Defign  by  fearcb- 
ing  things  to  the  very  bottom ,  effectually 
to  promote  the  Art  of  Medicine,  and  there¬ 
by  to  do  the  utmoft  good  poffible,  and  at 
the  leaft  Expences  to  their  prefent  Patients, 
and  by  rendering  the  Praxis  more  certain, 
faff)  and  Expeditious  to  become  eminent 
Benefactors,  to  all  fucceeding  Generations. 
Befides,  this  Fatigue  will,  by  Cufiome ,  be¬ 
come  at  length  much  more  eafie  to  us,  ufe 
m  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  Undertakings., 
rendering  us  much  more  Ready.  The 
Difficulties  of  all  attempts  being  molt  vifible 
at  the  fiift  Onfets ,  and  thofe  "things  which 
at  the  fir  ft  feemed  altogether  injuperable , 
by  degrees  becoming  Faal,  Familiar  and 
Delightful.  Nor  will  it  be  very  difficult 
to  abridge  much  oi  this  Toy!,  by  proper 
Contrivances, one  ofwhich  I  fhafl  in  due  place 
endeavour  to  hint  at.  And  what  may 
be  fonie  farther  encouragement  patiently, 
at  firft  ,  to  undergo  this  trouble  is,  the 
juft  hope  we  may  entertain,  that  by  an 
unwearied ,  diligent  per  fifing  in  this  Method, 
we  may  at  length  make  it  needlefs ,  by  fo 
fully  informing  our  felves  of  the  True  JVa.- 
tures  and  Caufes ,  of  all  thele  Difeafes ,  and 
Oi  the  Genuine  Operations  of  Medicines ,  in 
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the  Curing  ol  them  ,  as  may  Capacitate 
ns  afterwards  to  undertake  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  any  of  them,  and  that  fuccefsfully 
without  the  Affiftanceof  all  this  lrkfome  La¬ 
bour.  I  might  further  add,  that  all  ufe- 
ful  Dejigns  do  neeeffarily  require  long  time, 
unwearied  Pams  and  indefatigable  Inaujlry , 
to  bring  them  to  any  thing  of  Perfect  ion , 
and  therefore  it  ought,  neither  to  be  won- 
dred  at,  nor  rigidly  to  be  objected, that  this 
particular  one,  which  I  am  fure  is  fincere- 
ly  intended  for  the  Common  Good  of  Man¬ 
kind,  in  fo  definable  a  bufinefs  as  Health, 
fhould  at  the  firft  be  attended  with  fome- 
thincr  of  Trouble,  and  require  fomething  ot 
Diligence  and  Nicenefs But  what  I  have 
already  urged  being,  if  I  miftake  not, 
fufficient  to  fatisfie  all  thofe,  who  are  not, 
tltrough  the  Sluggiffnefs  and  Lazinefs  of 
their  Natural  Tempers,  unwilling  to  take 
pains,  or  thofe,  the  Transcendency  of  whofe 
Attainments  do’s  actually  render  them  above 
it,  I  Utah  forbear  any  further  inlifting  up- 
on  it. 

And  now  I  have  done  with  all  thofe  Ob¬ 
jections,  which  I  have  as  yet  receiv’d  from 
my  Brethren  of  the  Faculty,  or  which  I 
can  have  any  juft  reafon  to  expect  from 
them,  or  at  leaft  I  flatter  my  felt,  that  I 
have  fatisfaclorily  anfwered  thofe,  which 
have  the  greateft  Weight  and  Force  in 

them. 
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them.  And  therefore  here  I  might  flop 
my  Hand,  if  all  our  Patients  were  Mem- 
Ires  des  Ho  [pit  ales  des  Invalids  s ,  and  there- 
by  obliged  to  fubmit  to  our  Managements , 
without  any  manner  of  Diffuses.  Among 
fuch  as  thefe,  we  might  be  at  full  liberty 
to  ufe  this  Method ,  or  any  other  without 
Controul :  But  thofe  that  confult  us  being 
Freeborn  Englishmen,  and  thereby  having 
a  Right  of  being  treated  as  fuch,  as  be¬ 
ing  wholly  at  their  own  Di/pofals ,  and 
fuch  as  do  or  fhall  fatisfie  us  for  al!  our 
Jdvice ,  and  Care,  and  luch  as  will ,  if  we  do 
not  pleafe  them,  at  their  pleafure  difeard  usi 
and  call  in  others,  that  may  be  more  com¬ 
plying  to  their  Humours ,  it  is  but  reafonable 
that  fome  Regard  fhould  be  had,  to  what 
they  on  their  parts  may  Objecl^  and  that  1 
fhould  endeavour  to  fatisfie  them,  that  they 
can  have  no  juft  reafon,  all  things  confide* 
red,  pertinacioufly  to  oppofe  the  having  this 
Method  put  into  Praftice,even  upon  them- 
felves. 

However,  1  beg  tilde  Gentlemens  Par¬ 
dons,  for  not  here,  as  in  the  former  Calf 
fetting  down  all  the  Objections  which  they 
may  be  apt  to  raife  fingly  and  feparately, 
by  themfelves,  becaufe  I  rather  chufe  to 
draw  them  up  all  in  one  body,  that  fo 
they  may  fee  at  one  fingle  View,  the  ut- 
moft,  that  they  have  to  urge,  againft  the 
freely  permitting  this  Method  to  be  exercifed , 
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even  upon  themfelves.  And  here  1  Ihall 
endeavour  to  reprefent  what  they  have 
to  fay,  with  all  the  Force  and  Strength , 
they  can  defire;  for  I  acknowledge,  that 
for  the  Is  eajon  a  hove  hinted,  if  they  fhould 
be  flighted,  they,  lor  that  neglecf,  might 
prove  Invincible  yintagonijls,  and  though 
thofe  who  are  to  put  this  Method  into 
Pra&ice,  may  judge  it  fit  to  be  Encoura¬ 
ged,  yet  if  thole  upon  whom  the  Experi¬ 
ments  are  to  be  made,  will  not  yield  a 
Compliance. t  it  will  be  lmpoflible,  while  they 
are  Free ,  and  at  their  own  Dtfpofals ,  to 
make  them  do  it  again!"!  their  Wills. 

Objection  IX.  If  we  receive  Benefit  trom 
your  Prefer  if  item ,  and  grow  eveiy  day 
better  and  better,  What  need  is  there, 
that  we  fhould  iofe  any  Blood-,  the  Effect 
fpeaks  for  it  fell":  What  care  we  for  know- 
ing  how,  or  by  what  Alterations' ic\  our  Blood? 
or  Humours ,  this  Good  is  wrought,  we  are 
fenfible  we  gain  ground,  and  the  Succefs 
manifestly  Evidences,  that  you  have  taken 
f  jab  t  Me  aft wes,  we  are  not  fo  unreaiona® 
hie  as  to  expeft  to  be  reftored  to  our  Healths 
in  an  Inftant, though  we  earneftly  defire  it, 
with  the  utmoftExpedition,and  therefore  go 
on  vigor ou fly  to  our  further  Advantages ,w  lth- 
ou  t  He  fit  at  ton,  in  the  Courfes  with  which 
you  have  begun.  As  for  the  Modus  0  per  an- 
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<jh  we  are  content  to  leave  it  for  a  Sub¬ 
ject  for  you  Phyficians  toExercfe  yot.tr  Wits 
upon,  and  perpetually  to  jj  angle  and  Dif 
fute  about:  but  why  fhould  we,  only  to 
end  the  Controvert ,  give  way  unneceffa*. 
rily  to  the  lofing,  though  but  a  little,  of 
Blood,  which  may  be,  as  even  you  your 
felves  own,  oi  fome  Prejudice  to  us?  And 
if  we  actually  grow  worfe  under  your pre~ 
fent  Managements,  that,  without  any  more 
adoe,  may  fufficiently  Caution  you,  if  you 
are  honeft  Men,  as  we  take  you  to  be, 
not  further  to  perfijl  in  prefer  thing  the  fame 
things,  but  to  proceed  to  different  Me¬ 
thods  and  Medicines.  And  in  either  Cafe , 
What  reafon  is  there,  that  we  fhould  be 
at  the  Expence  of  Blood ,  and  Money  too, 
barely  to  fatisfie  your  Curio fities  ?  Is  it  not 
enough  for  us  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  ne- 
cejfary  Phyfck ,  but  muft  we  iofe  our  Blood 
frequently  into  the  bargain,  though  no  q- 
ther  damage  fhould  Accrue  to  us  thereby, 
purely  to  let  you  fee  how  your  Medicines 
Operate 5  and  pay  for  lofmg  it  too  ? 

I  hope  none  can  juftly  charge  me  with 
any  Partiality,  to  my  fdf,  or  my  own 
Sentiments ,  in  ftating  this  Objection.  I 
confefs,  it  is  fomewhat  long,  but  I  had 
rather  have  it  fo,  than  to  give  any 
fore  of  Patients  reafon  to  com  plain  >  that  f' 
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had  not  done  them  Ju/hce,  by  omitting 
what  they  had  to  urge  againft  gratifying 
my  dejires .  And  though,  for  the  Conveni¬ 
ence,  of  letting  all  forts  of  Perfons  fee  at 
one  view,  what  could  with  any  fhew  of 
Reafon  be  urged  by  any  of  them,  againft 
the  permitting  my  Method  to  be  put  into 
Prafiice  upon  them,  I  have  drawn  into  one, 
what  I  might  fairly  have  formed  into  three 
Objections ,  yet  that  none  may  think  them- 
felves  unanfwerable,  I  fhall  beg  leave  in 
my  Reply,  to  Addrefsmy  felt  to  three  di- 
ftinft  forts  of  Perfons ,  viz.  To  thofe  wno 
a&ually  receive  Benefit  by  our  Prefer ipt ions  : 
To  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  receive 
none,  nay, perhaps  the  Contrary ;  and,  laftly, 
To  thofe  who  upon  any  pretence  whatfoe- 
ver,  either  juft  or  unjuft,  are  likely  to  Jcruple 
the,  as  they  may  apprehend  it,  unneceffary 
Charge, which  at  laft  I  fear  will  be  found  the 
mod  in  Number,  of  the  meaner  fort  I  mean* 
Anjwer ,  I.  As  to  thole  who  find  Benefit 
by  the  Prefcriptions ,  they  are  under,  though 
it  rnuft  be  acknowledged  that,  upon  their 
own  Accounts ,  they  may  have  little  need 
to  give  us  the  Satisfa&ion,  of  feeing  any 
of  their  Blood ,  fo  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
they  have  but  little  reafon  to  fcruple,  much 
lefs  deny,  us  the  faid  Satis  faction ;  not  on¬ 
ly  becaufe  fo  fmall  a  lofs  of  it,  as  I  propofe* 
can  do  them  no  real  Hurt',  but  alfo  becaufe 
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fuch  a  View,  and  Examination ,  of  it,  may 
be  of  Benefit ,  both  to  themfelves,  and  o» 
thers :  To  t hem fe Ives ,  by  fatisfying  us  and 
them,  that  we  have  taken  our  Aim  aright, 
and  fo  encouraging  us  to  proceed  with 
more  Vigour,  and  affording  them  the  fa- 
tisfaCtory  pleafure,  of  being  we]]  again  in 
fome  reafonable  time  :  Toothers  by  right¬ 
ly  informing  us,  what  thofe  Beneficial  Altera¬ 
tions  actually  are,  which  have  been  produc’d 
in  »:he  Blood,  by  our  Medicines,  between  the 
firft  and  any  other  fubfequent  Bleedings ,  or 
between  any  one  Bleeding ,  and  another  upon 
the  change  of  Medicines,  and  fo  plainly  di¬ 
recting  us,  how  for  the  future  to  proceed 
in  Cafes,  of  the  fame  Nature,  with  the  great¬ 
er  Advantage  and  Certainty.  And  doubt- 
lefs  it  cannot  but  afford  an  unfpeakable  de¬ 
light  to  any  Ingenuous  perfon  himfelf,  to 
apprehend  that  by  permitting  his  own  cafe 
to  be  exaflly  fcann’d,  he  may  be  injlru- 
mentd  to  the  faving  the  Lives  of  hundreds, 
as  well  as  his  own. 

Anfwer,  II.  As  to  thofe  who  are  far  from 
finding  themfelves  bettered,  by  following 
the  Courfes  hitherto  by  us  direCted,  nay* 
who  perhaps  fenfibly  decline  to  the  worfer 
fide,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  they  have 
ft  ill  lefs  reafon  to  oppofe  our  defires,  in  this 
particular,  if  they  really  love  their  own 
fiwkhss  and  Covet  to  haye  their  Difeafes 
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Cured ,  with  the  greateft  Expedition  and 
Safety:  For  though  the  want  of  expe&ed 
and  defired  Succefs  in  any  Method ,  or  in 
the  ufe  of  any  Medicines ,  efpecially  if’  Syw- 
ftomes  grow  worfe,  and  worfe,  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  Warning  to  any  Difcreet  and  Honejl 
Phyfician ,  no  longer  to  perfift  in  either  of 
them,  to  the  Hazard  of  his  Patients  Life; 
yet  cf  what  ufe  will  this  be ,  to  direct 
him,  what  Courfe  next  to  take.  The  right 
way  may  be  but  one,  whereas  the  wrong 
may  be  numberlefs.  For  inftance,  fuppole 
in  a  Cafe  wherein  Evacuations  (  and  par¬ 
ticularly  though  falfly  purgers  )  may  feem 
to  me  neceffary,  I  fhould  find  that,  upon 
frequent  Purgations ,  my  Patient  not  only 
grew  weaker  and  weaker ,  but  alfo  all 
Symptomes  tncreafed ;  this  wrould  be  fuffi ci¬ 
ent,  'ns  true,  to  deter  me  from  perftfttng 
any  longer  in  the  Vfe  of  Catharticks.  But 
could  this  any  ways  inform  me,  whether 
1  mull  lor  the  future  attempt  the  Cure ,  by 
other  kinds  of  Evacuations ,  or  by  Strength- 
ners  or  by  Adflringents ,  or  by  meer  Alte¬ 
ratives ,  or  any  other  particular  fort  of  Me¬ 
dicine  ?  And,  if  by  Evacuations ,  would  this 
direft  me  whether  to  choie  reiterated  Ve- 
wefettionS)  Leeches ,  Cuppings  ,  with  Scari- 
f  cations  ,  Diareticks ,  or  Diaphoreticks  5 
or  Salivators ,  or  any  other  particular 
kind  of  Evaluators  ?  Or  muft  I  try  them 
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all  fuccefiively  ?  Would  not  this  prove, 
in  all  probability,  a  very  Expeditious  way 
of  proceeding,  and  well  worthy  of  a  Lear¬ 
ned  Phyfician ,  and  much  to  be  defired  by 
a  Patient ,  lying  under  a  Grievous  and  dan¬ 
gerous  Diftemper  ?  Is  it  not  therefore  evi¬ 
dent  pa  ft  any  manner  of  Denial ,  that 
though  the  Patients  not  growing,  in  due 
time,  better  in  the  Courfe  of  Purgers, 
ought  effeflually  to  difcourage  us,  from 
prefting  ftill  forward  in  that  Method ,  yet 
it  leaves  me  wholly  in  the  Dark,  what 
I  fhould  next  proceed  in. 

But  here  perhaps  it  may  be  demanded. 
Whether  the  Method  by  me  propoled,  will 
even  be  Capable  of  giving  us  dir  eft  ions , 
in  the  Cafe  fit  to  be  relied  on,  How  next 
to  Steer  ?  I  Anfiver.  That,  at  firft  perhaps, 
even  in  the  ufe  of  this,  we  may  be  very 
much  at  a  lols,  till  we  have  by  Diligence 
and  Accuracy  in  observing  rendered  our  felves 
Nice,  in  diftinguifhing  between  the  feve- 
ral  Dyfcr afies  of  the  Blood.  But  after  we 
fhall  have  attained  to  an  Expertnefs  and 
Dexterity  therein,  our  Labour ,  if  I  am  not 
grofsly  miftakeu,  will  be  very  eafie,  not  to 
lay  P  leaf  ant.  And  even  till  then,  it  feems 
to  me  next  to  mpojjible ,  that  we  fbould 
receive  therefrom  no  manner  of  Light,  as 
to  the  Management  of  Difeajes.  Befides  our 

Conjectures,  though  no  better  direGfed  than 
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in  the  infancy  of  the  Profeeution  of  this 
Method  an  fcarce  be  worfe  grounded,  than 
the  Conjectures  of  thofe  who  go  blindfold 
to  work. 

Jnfrnr ,  III.  As  to  thofe  in  the  laft  place 
who  fhall  fcruplef  to  have  thefe  faf thefc 
neceffary  Experiments  made  upon  them,  bare¬ 
ly  upon  Account  of  the  needlefs,  as  they 
think,  though  fmall  Charge  it  may  put 
them  to,  and  moved  thereto  either  by 
the  ftraitnefs  of  their  Purfes,  or  Narrowncjs 
of  their  Souls ,  I  might  focoferioufly  ask 
them  what  will  you  herein  do  more,  than  in 
the  other  ufual  Methods  of  Phyjicians?  Are 
you  not  in  reality,  at  the  Expence  of  all  our 
Experiments ,  upon  your  Bodies ,  when  we 
fhift  from  one  Courfey  or  Medicine ,  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  that  too  fometimes  quite  contra¬ 
ry  to  what  we  proceeded  in  before  ?  And 
this  you  contentedly,  while  you  look  up¬ 
on  us  as  Honejl  and  Conjcientious  Meny  and 
Able  Pratfifers  ( as  I  fuppofe  all  do  thofe 
Phyjicians  y  with  whom  they  truft  their 
Lives  )  arid  while  governed  by  thefe  Sen¬ 
timents,  you  are  fatisfied,  that  we  aim  at 
nothing  in  all  our  Endeavours ,  but  your 
Healths  and  Welfares:  though  perhaps 
through  the  Frailty  of  Humane  Underjlanding 
and  the  Biafi  of  Hypothecs  ( where  we  for 
themoft  part  have  nothing  but  Conje$ure9 
and  not  the  Evidences  of  our  Senfes  to  direft 
us )  we  are  too  too  often  milled* 
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But  being  fenfible,  that  Difeafes  will  but 
ill  bear  lifting,  and  that  it  is  more  than 
Barbarous, to  infult  over  the  Miferable,  I  (hall 
rather  choofe,  in  anfwer,  to  afferta  Pofiti- 
on,  which  how  Paradoxical  fo  ever  it  may 
at  firft  View  appear,  will  I  doubt  not  in  the 
Event  be  found  a  Solid  Truth,  viz.  That 
tnftead  of  increaftng  hereby  the  Charge  of 
our  Patients,  we  fhall  in  reality  rather 
leffenit.  For,  as  I  have  already  frequent¬ 
ly  hinted,  by  this  means  being  Capacita¬ 
ted,  with  the  utmoft  Accuracy ,  and  Nice- 
rtefs,  to  iearch  into,  and  find  out  the  fe- 
veral  Specific k  Vices  of  the  Blood ,  and  at 
the  lame  time  fatisfaciorily  to  inform  our 
felves,  of  the  feveral  genuine  Operations  of 
thofe  Remedies,  we  fhall  have  occafion  to 
ule,  in  Correcting  the  faid  Vices, can  fcarce 
fail  of  immediately  difeovering  the  leaft  Error , 
in  our  Practice,  providedwe  be  not  perfunctory 
in  qur  Enquiries.  And  if  we  fee  our  way  plain 
before  us,  it  would  be  very  ftrange  fhould 
we  chufeM?Wtrr,and  wander  in  By-Paths, 
as  if  we  really  thought  the  Old  Englifh  Pro¬ 
verb  literally  true ;  The  farthe(i<  way  about  is 
the  neareft  way  home.  Nay,  I  dare  appeal  to 
almoft  the  moft  Prejudiced  Perfons,  whe¬ 
ther,  as  I  have  juft  hinted,  thofe  who  fhall 
be  rightly  infirufted,  by  fome  fuch  Me¬ 
thod  as  I  have  here  propofed,  in  the  Caufes 
and  Natures  of  Dijeajes,  and  in  the  True 
Virtues  of  Medicines,  will  not  be  enabled, 

and 
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and  therefore  likely,  to  reduce  any  Devi¬ 
ations^  of  the  Blood,  from  its  due  Crafts, 
with  Expedition,  and  Safety,  ii  it  be  poffible 
to  effeft  it,  into  its  healthy  State ,  and  by 
confequence  to  attain  the  End,  we  aim  at, 
viz,,  the  Cures  of  thofe  that  confult  us,  with 
the  leaf  Expence .  Whereas  in  the  Methods 
now  generally  ufed,  confidering  the  little 
Reliance  there  is  to  be  plac’d  upon  moft 
of  the  Florid  Notions ,  as  yet  Extant,  of  the 
Caufes  of  Dtfeafes,  which  feldom  are  more 
than  the  Products,  of  either  begged  Prin¬ 
ciples ,  or  Exuberant  Fancies ;  and  confi¬ 
dering  likewife  how  little  Certain  Knowledge 
we  have,  of  th otrue  Operations  of  Remedies , 
internally  Exhibited,  upon  the  Blood,  and 
other  Fluids,  we  are  too  like  Men  bewil- 
dred  in  dark  Nights,  and  in  ftrange  and 
unknown  Countries ,  perfeftly  at  a  lofs  which 
way  to  take,  if  we  can  indeed  grope  cut 
any.  For  I  cannot  forbear  repeating  it  again, 
our  Received  Notions  of  Difeafes  are  for  the 
moft  part  fo  very  iniatisfacftory,  not  to 
fay  Precarious,  and  our  Accounts  of  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medic  a  feem  to  be  fo  much  taken  up 
upon  Truft,  from  our  Anceftors ,  as ’tis  to 
be  feared,  theirs  were  from  theirs,  without 
any  manner  of  Examination,  whether  True 
or  Falfe,  and  laftly  our  Infight  into  the 
Genuine  Operations  of  Medicines,  upon  the 
Blood 7  fo  very  [mall  and  imperfect,  occafioned 
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by  our  being  contented  with  taking  im- 
poper  ways,  for  the  invejtigating  them,  that 
but  little  of  Certainty  can  be  juftly  expelled 
to  reiult  from  a  ftrift  adherence  to  any  of 
them,  or  to  all  of  them  conjoyned  toge¬ 
ther,  and  therefore  no  great  wonder,  if  our 
Methods  of  Cures  pxoveYrequently  more  Te¬ 
dious,  than  we  could  wifh,  and  more  Ex. 
penfive  than  the  Patients  care  for,  and  fome- 
times  can  well  bear,  which  makes  the  lat¬ 
ter,  often  chufe  to  die,  to  fave  Charges, 
according  to  our  English  Adage.  ■ 

But  to  conclude  this  tedious  Anjwer  to 
the  foregoing  Objection,  I  Dial]  hint  at  ait 
Expedient ,  for  the  SatisJ action  of  thole 
whofe  real  Poverty  may  miily  plead  for 
them,  that  it  would  be  Severe ,  to  put  them 
upon  the  leaft  Expence,  imaginable,  more 
than  fhall  be  abfolutely  Neceffary ,  for  the 
Recovery  of  their  loft  Healths ,  or  for 
the  Conferving  it,  when  in  a  tottering  Con. 
dition  :  and  I  fltall  the  rather  do  this, 
becaufe  if  we  can  get  over  this  Rub  in 
our  way,  it  may  reafonably  be  hoped,  that 
this  fort  of  Perjons  may  offord  us  the  mciir 
frequent  opportunities,  of  putting  this  Me¬ 
thod  into  Practice  ,  and  thereby  be  A(- 
fifiantto  us,  and  to  the  World  in  genera], 
in  the  Improvement  of  the  Art  of  Phyf/ck 
by  the  rendring  ns  more  capable  of  doing 
Service,  even  to  to  thofe  who  will  not  al¬ 
low 
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low  ns  the  Liberty  defired.  T  he  Expedi¬ 
te  T  mean  is  this,  That  where  the  Pa- 
tients  are  truly  Poor,  we  (hould  Extraft 
the  Blood  our  felves,  and  thereby  prevent 
the  Charge  of  a  Surgeon’s  doing  it :  Or 
elfe  if  we  think  our  felves  above  fo  mean 
an  Operation ,  that  we  fhould  Engage 
thofe  that  do  it,  to  do  it  Gratis.  But  this 
I  offer  only  in  behalf  of  thole,  whofe  nar¬ 
row  Circumftances  make  it  neceffary,  diat 
we  {hould  be  as  frugal  tor  them,  as  is  pop- 
ble,  and  yet  not  by  that  frugality ,  ha¬ 
zard  their  Incurring  any  real  Inconvem- 

^As  for  thofe,  the  Nanomefs  only  of 
whofe  Souls  will  not  permit  them  to  be  at 
this  Charge ,  if  their  Penurtoujnejs  prove 
prejudicial  to  their  Health ,  by  keeping  us, 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  States  of  then  Cajes, 
and  as  to  the  Effects  of  our  Prefmpttons , 
they  may  even  thank  themfelves ,  and 
ought  not  much  to  wonder,  if  tew  Pei - 
fons  fhould  afford  them  fo  much  as  Pity, 
the  juft  Debt  to,  and  almoft  fo  the  Com¬ 
fort  ot  thofe  in  JffhCtious,  pould  they,* 
by  this  their fiinginefs ,  protract  the  times 
of  their  Cures,  and  thereby,  under  the 
fpecious  Pretence  of  avoiding  a  imall  and 
inconfiderable,  tho’  whatfoever  they  may 
think,  neceffary  addition  to  their.  Bui  ot 

Charges ,  run  themfelves  into  much  grea- 

ter 
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ter  Exfences ,  than  otherwiie  they  would 
have  been  at,  thereby  it  may  be  Lite¬ 
rally  Verifying  the  Old  Proverb  ;  Petty 
Wife ,  end  Pound  Foolijh,  and  perhaps  into 
the  Bargain,  Sacrifice  their  very  Lives  to 
their  Sordid  Avarice.  But  before  thefe 
over  thrifty  Gentlemen  proceed,  to  take 
peremptory  Refolutions  in  this  Particular, 
it  would  not  be  improper  for  them  to  con¬ 
sider,  whether  they  life  the  like  Caution t 
in  the  Management  of  all  their  other  Af¬ 
fairs  :  Or  to  fpeak  in  plainer  Terms,  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  not,  nay,  do  not  often 
wafte  their  Money  to  lefs,  and  perhaps 
to  worfe  purpofes,  without  any  real  Ad¬ 
vantages  to  themfelves  ?  If  they  cannot  clear 
themfelves  from  this  Imputation ,  it  will  look 
more  like  Humor,  not  to  fay  worfe,  to  be 
over-clofe-fifted ,  in  that  which  may  be 
fo  Beneficial  to  themfelves ,  and  others,, 
Would  it  not  appear  very  uncouth,  for 
a  Man  not  to  fcrupl eExpence  in  thofe  things, 
which  can  be  of  no  Profit  to  him,  nay 
which  often  are,  or  may  be  extremely  De¬ 
trimental ,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  grudge 
at  the  lead  Peny  Expended,  in  a  Bufme/f 
which  may  tend  to  the  rendering  his  fu¬ 
ture  Life  both  Long,  and  Happy  ?  What 
Name  muft  all  Men  think  fuch  a  ManWor-* 
thy  of  ?  The  Application  I  leave  to  thofe, 
who  are  meft  concerned  to  make  it*  be- 

f  '  ifii 
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ing  fo  Obvious,  as  not  to  require  much 
AfTiftance  todoir. 

Thus,  I  have  endeavoured  fairly  to  pro- 
pofe  all  the  Grand  Objections,  which  I  ei¬ 
ther  have  received ,  or  could  my  felf  after 
the  moft  ferious  Confideration  think  of, 
as  well  thofe  that  I  might  ExpeCt  from 
Patients,  as  from  Phjficians,  and  as  fair¬ 
ly  f  and  fully  to  anfwer  them  :  which 
latter  undertaking,  whether  I  have  effectu¬ 
ally  performed,  I  muff  leave  to  the  Inge¬ 
nious  Readers  at  their  Leifure,  and  upon 
Mature  Deliberation  to  Determine.Though 
after  all,  I  may  juftly  fufpeCt ,  that  an 
High  Veneration  for  Antiquity  in  fome,  a 
Violent  AjfeCtion  for  Hypothefes  in  others,  and 
other  Injuperable  Prejudices  in  many  more, 
may  render  them  abfolutelyDeaf,  not  only 
to  all  the  Arguments  I  have  hitherto  infilled 
on.,  but  alio  to  all  the  moft  Powerful  ones, 
which  can  be  ufed  by  any  other  ingenious 
Perfons,whofhould  undertake  the  protecti¬ 
on  of  this  my  Method ,  upon  the  Account 
of  its  being  fo  Novel  a  Notion .  However, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  all  Men  will  not 
prove  of  fo  RefraCtory  a  Temper,  but  that 
fome  may  be  found,  who  will  be  more 
favourable  to  it*  and  at  leaft  judge  it  but 
reafonable,  that  it  fliouid  not  be  too  ha- 
ftily  Condemned,  before  it  has  undergone 
a  Fair  TryaL  And  if,  upon  a  [efficient  and 
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2w  Tryal,  it  fhall  be  found  unworthy  of 
any  Favour  or  Encouragement ,  1  fhall  be 
as  ready,  as  they,  or  any  elfe,  to  pafs  the 
feverejl  Sentence  upon  it. 

That  therefore  it  may  be,  in  home  Mea- 
fure,  prepared  for  fuch  a  Tryal,  and  that 
we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to* make 
a  right  Eflimate ,  of  the  ‘Vfefulnefs ,  or  Un- 
ufefulnefs ,  of  it,  it  will  be  requisite ,  that 
we  fhould  proceed  in  thefe  our  Enquiries 
Regularly ,  and  with  all  due  Circumfpe&ion : 
For  if  we  fhould  proceed  Irregularly ,  or 
Incautioujly ,  we  may  have  more  Reafon  to 
blame  our  felves,  than  the  Method  pro- 
pofed,  if  it  fhould  no  ways  anfwer  pur 
Expectations.  For  the  preventing  of  which 
Misfortune  to  it,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  I 
fhall,  in  the  laft  place,  according  to  my 
promife,  offer  at  fome  Cautions  and  Rules, 
to  be  obferved  by  thofe,  that  may  be  defi- 
rousto  make  the  Experiments  required,  with 
the  greateft  Advantage,  not  doubting,  but 
their  own  Ingenuity  will  enable  them  to 
make  larger  and  better  Additions  os  their 
own,  to  thofe  few  Hints,  which  they  will 
here  receive  from  me,  than  the  meannefs  of 
my  Capacity  will  enable  me  to  do. 

I.  In  the  firft  place  I  fhould  advife  all 

thofe,  who  fhall  think  fit  to  give  this  Me- 

f  2  thod 


(  n°  ) 

tkod  any  encouragement,  to  be  as  ExaCt 
'and  Accurate  in  the  making  their  Objer- 
nations,  as  fhall  be  poffible,  and  not  by 
Performing  them  haply,  and  perfunctorily, 
to  run  the  Risk  of  Deceiving  themfelves, 
and  leading  others ,  fhould  they  publifh 
their  Experiments,  into  Errors.  And  to  this 
end,  let  them  not  content  themfelves,  even 
in  the  moll  obvious  Cafes,  with  the  Tep- 
mony  of  one  fingle  Senfe,  where  the  Con¬ 
curring  Evidences  of  more,  may  be  called 
in.  In  the  Examination  of  the  Blood,  at 
the  Firft,  or  any  other  fubfequent,  Bleed¬ 
ing,  let  them  not  trull  barely  to  their  Eyes, 
but  let  them  make  ufe  of  thofe  other  Senfes, 
which  God  has  blefi  them  with.  By  this 
means ,  no  doubt ,  they  may  find ,  that 
Bloods ,  which  to  the  bare  View,  appear  ex¬ 
tremely  alike,  may  yet  differ  in  fome  other 
Circumftances,  as  Tap ,  Smell, kc.  And  on  the 
contrary,  what  may  appear  Different  to 
the  Sight,  as  to  Colour  or  Thicknefs,  may 
agree  in  Tap,  Smell ,  8cc.  And  a  full  infight 
into  thefe  particulars  may,  it  is  to  be  ho¬ 
ped,  in  due  time  enable  us  to  fix  Certain 
Canons,  both  for  the  truly  dipnguifbing  the 
feveral  Dyfcraps  of  the  Blood,  the  one  Irons 
the  other,  and  for  the  Effectual  and  Expedi¬ 
tious  Correcting  and  Amending  them. 


II.  In 
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II.  In  the  next  place,  in  order  to  the  fee- 
iiif  jg  thefe  Canons,  with  the  utrooft  Certainly 
poffible,  ( that  fo  they  may  prevent  our  fal¬ 
ling  into,  at  lead,  grofs  Errors)  due  care 
mult  be  taken,  not  to  lay  any  great  ftrefs, 
upon  fingle  Obfervations ,  nay,  nor  upon 
two  or  three,  of  any  of  the  Effeffs  of  any 
Medicine,  in  any  Difiemperature  of  the  Blood, 
The  Phenomena  of  fingle  Experiments  may 
juftly  incite  our  Cunofities ,  diligently  to 
proiecute  further  Enquiries.  But  no  Man, 

!  am  fatisfyed,  will  deny,  but  that  Con¬ 
clusions  drawn  from  Multitudes  of  Expert 
ments,  ( the  more  the  better  )  are  more 
fifely  to  be  relyed  upon:  And  indeed  if  we 
proceed  otherwife,  and  govern  our  Semi- 
ments,  by  the  Appearance  of  a  fingle,  or 
Jt  may  be  two,  or  three,  Inftances,  in  any 
^afe  (  whether  it  be  in  Afcertaining  the  true 
Caufes  of  a  Dijeafe,  or  in  Affigning  the  true 
Modus  Operand's  of  any  Medicine,  or  Medi¬ 
cines,  in  Curing  it,  or  in  JAoth )  we  may 
eafily  impofe  upon  our  too  credulous  Ima¬ 
ginations,  and  inftead  of  Correcting  Errors 
really  Multiply  them,  ad  Infinitum:  How 
like  may  we  be,  after  this  Rate,  frequently 
to  Attribute  that,  to  the  Efficacy  of  our 
Prefcription ,  which  may  be  only  due  to 
Nature  it  felf,  or  the  Produff  of  fome  Lucky 
or  Unlucky  Accident  i 

P  5  •  III.  And  • 
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ttt  And  here,  in  the  third  pia.ce,  I  can- 
not  forbear  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Rule  never 
to  be  Deviated  from,  That  nothing  is  to 
be  allowed,  as  the  Genuine  Effect  of  any 
Medicine ,  which  do’s  not  conftantly,  and 
a  1  wavs  Succeed  the  Exhibition  of  the  faid 
Medicine,  in  Cafes  alike  Circumftantiated. 

T  out  this  lait  Reft  riel  ion  as  fuipe£hng,  as 
,  Ce  formerly  hlntecL  That  the  fame 
Medicine  may  Operate  differently  upon  dtp- 
rent  Dyfcraftes.  But  whether  this  fufpicion 
be  well  grounded,  I  mull  leave  to  1  ime 
and  Experience ,  either  to  make  out,  oi  Re¬ 
fute,  though  I  am  not  aJhamed  to  own 
my  felf  inclined  to  be  wholly  on  the  affir¬ 
mative  fide ,  induced  thereto  by  the  Confide- 
ration  of  the  different  Effete  of  the  Peruvian 
Bark  in  Fevers ;  and  of  its  prevalency 
in  fometimes  Curing  Difeafes  .to  outward 
appearance,  widely  Diftant  from  Intermit- 
tents  ■  as  I  have  already  mentioned  more 

than  once. 

IV  The  Fourth  Rule  or  Caution  (hall 
be  this,  to  take  care  with  the  utmoft  Ac¬ 
curacy,  truly  to  diftinguijb  in  our  Obferv*- 
uom,  both  what  Medicines  do  aT  upon  the 
Blood ,  and  how ;  and  what  Medicines  do 
affeft  the  Solids  and  how ;  ( it  any  fuch  there 
be  which  ad  fmgly  upon  either  of  them) 
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asaifo  where  any  Medicine  does  a£t  upon 
both  of  them  jointly,  between  the  various 
Operations  of  the  fame  individual  Medicine 
upon  both.  For  Inftance,  we  ought  not 
only  to  take  Notice,  what  Remedies  do 
barely  Attenuate  the  Bloody  without  any 
Senfible  Evacuation  fucceeding,  but  alfo, 
which  do  withal  Provoke  Sweat ,  Drive, 
the  Menfes  &c.  For  whatfoever  fome  Per- 
fons  may  feem  to  believe,  ’tis  not  Attenua¬ 
tes^  or  Inciders  alone  that  will  produce  a- 
ny  of  thefe  Evacuations ,  unlefs  the  Cutis , 
Kjdneys ,  and  VeJJels  of  the  D  ter  us  and  its 
Appendages ,  be  duly  difpofed  by  Nature,  or 
the  Affiflance  of  Art,  to  yield  a  free  Paifage 
to  them.  No,  tho’  thefe  Medicines  fhould 
be  Exhibited  in  never  fo  great  Dcfes ,  and 
never  fo  often  repeated,  as  the  incomparable 
Baglivy  has,  in  his  Specimen  de  Eibrd  Mo- 
trice,  &c.  fufficiently  insinuated ,  and  Ex¬ 
perience  it  felf  will  fully  Evince  to  the  Curious 
Obferver. _  And  upon  this  Account,  I  am 
apt  to  fufpeft,  that  in  fome  Cafes  (viz. 
where  the  Cutis  is  very  dry  ,  and  as  it 
were  parch’d)  the  Eruption  of  the  Small 
Pox,  is  fcarce  ever  to  be  expetded,  tho’ 
the  ftrongelt  Alexipharmicks  be  never  fo 
frequently  prefcribed,  which  by  increa- 
fing  the  Heat  of  the  Blood  are  but  too  like¬ 
ly  to  render  the  Skin  more  dry  and  parch¬ 
ed,  and  thereby  incapable  of  giving  way 
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to  the  Separation  and  difcharge  of  the  Vd- 
riolofe  Matter ;  unlefs  the  Tenfton  of  the 
faid  CW/j  be,  by  Fomentations  or  fome  o- 
ther  proper  Topical  Applications ,  gently  i?<?- 
AwcV :  But  this  I  fpeak  purely  ConjeBurally , 
as  never  having  had  an  opportunity  to 
make  an  Experiment  of  it,  fince  the 
Thought  came  into  my  head,  and  as  fuch 
I  leave  it. 

V.  The  Fijth  Rule  which  I  fhall 
propofe,  and  which  is  in  Truth  a  Na* 
tural  fubfcquent  of  the  immediately 
Foregoing,  is  ;  That  due  Obfervation  ought 
to  be  made,  in  all  Cafes ,  and  carefully 
Remarked  whether  the  Medicines  Exhibi¬ 
ted  Work  Primarily,  or  Secondarily ,  upon 
the  Solids.  By  this  l  mean,  that  due  No¬ 
tice  be  taken,  whether  the  Alterations 
wrought  in  the  Blood ,  are  the  immediate 
Bftetts  ,  of  the  Remedies  Exhibited ,  upon 
the  Blood  it  felf  or  whether  thofe  Alte¬ 
rations  are  occafionM  Mediately ,  by  the 
faid  Remedies  aCting  upon  the  Solids ,  fup- 
pofeby  Relaxing,  Contracting,  or  Irritating 
them. 

The  Nice  Confideration  of  this,  if  ever 
we  defign  to  come  toany  thing  of  Certain¬ 
ty  in  Brattice ,  I  take  to  be  a  thing  of  that 
<v aft  Importance ,  as  ought  not  upon  any 
Pretence  whatsoever  «,  to  be  totally  Neg - 
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kited:  for  if  it  be,  we  may  be  Guilty  of 
iirange  Blunders,  in  our  Proceedings,  by 
dire&ing  the  Methods  of  our  Cures  amifs. 
And  if  we  then  fail  of  Succefs,  whom  or 
what  may  we  thank  for  the  Difappoint- 
ment^  of  our  Hopes  and  Expectations,  but 
our  felves,  or  rather  our  Heedlefnefs  in 
taking  Falfe  Meafures  ? 

One  Inftance  may  tend  to  prove  the  Ne- 
f-effity,  there  may  be,  of  always  having  a 
due  regard  to  the  two  laft  recited  Rules. 
i  here  are  but  few,  I  believe  if  any,  who 
can  make  the  ieaft  Doubt,  but  that  a  Di- 
arrma  may,  and  does  oftentimes,  Oripi- 
nady  and  folely  proceed  from  fharp  Hu. 
moms  difcharged  into  the  Inteftines,  and 
continually  Irritating  them  to  Excretion 
Now  tho’  this  may  be  one  Caufle,  and 
sometimes  the  Sole  one,  yet  it  may  not  al- 
ways_  be  fo,  for  that  may  at  other  times, 
and  in  other  Perfons ,  proceed,  and  per¬ 
haps  folely  too,  from. a  violent  Contraction, 
Lrijpation ,  Accelerated  Feriftaltick  Motion, 
or  what  elfe  you  will  pleafe  to  call  it,  of 
the  Inteflines  themfelves ,  without  any 
Previous,  at  Ieaft  considerable  Indifpofition 
in  the  Fluids Nay,  fometimes  it  may 
proceed  folely,  from  too  great  a  Laxity  in 
thofe  Excretory  Fa/a,  which  fuffers  every 
thing  to  flip  through,  which  is  admitted 
fnt0  them.  In  the fortner  Cafe  it  may  bo 

neceifary, 
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neceffary,  to  attempt  the  Dif charge  of  the 
Peccant  Humours  by  Cath articles ,  either  up. 
wards  or  downwards,  or  both  ;  nay  fome- 
times  perhaps,  by  a  Previous  VenrefeSlion, 
in  order  to  abate,  by  leffening  the  quan¬ 
tity,  and  by  confequence  the  Force  of  the 
Irritant ,  the  Irritation  it  felf ;  and  even 
then  it  will  not  be  amifs,  to  have  fome 
regard  to  the  Atonia  of  the  Guts  them- 
felves.  But  in  the  other  Cafe ,  where  the 
Tone  of  the  Bowels  is  only  in  Fault,  how 
improper  would  it  be  by  Purgers,  to  in- 
creafs  the  Irritation,  and  thereby,  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  Diforders  of  the  Inteftines ,  which 
are  acknowledg’d  by  this  Suppofition  to 
be  the  true  and  only  Caafe  of  that  Symp¬ 
toms,  we  defignto  Mitigate  and  fubdue ;  for 
the  Satisfaction  ot  which  Indication,  Ano¬ 
dynes,  and  Opiates,  feem  to  me,  things  be¬ 
ing  in  this  State,  much  more  Eligible.  And 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  even  this  latter 
Method  may  fometimes,be  the  almoft  only 
one  fit  to  be  us’d  in  the  Management  of  a 
Diarrhoea,  which  at  fir  It  ow’d  its  Rife  to 
the  Acrimony  of  Humours,  viz.  when  by 
its  long  Continuance  and  its  having  car¬ 
ried  oif  all  the  Mucus  which  lines,  and 
defends,  the  Internal  Coates  of  the  Inte¬ 
fiines,  they  are  left  fo  tender,  as  not  to  en¬ 
dure  the  Tranfit  of  Humours,  how  free 
foever  from  Acrimony,  In  fitch  Circum- 
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fiances  as  thefe,  I  could  not  but  think  that 
Pbyfician  over  officious,  who  becaufe  the 
faid  Diarrhoea,  was  at  the  firft  occafioned  by 
l'ome  Peccancy  in  the  Fluids,  fhould,  when 
he  might,  rationally  too,  Conjecture  that  the 
Vicious  Saburra  was  totally  fpent,  under  the 
vain  pretence  of  carrying  offby  Catharticks, 
what  was  actually  carried  off  before  to  his 
Hand,  hazard  the  flinging  his  Patient  into  a 
Dyfentery,  And  on  the  other  fide,  I  can  ea- 
fily  be  induced  to  acknowledge,  that  a 
Diarrhoea,  which  at  the  firft  proceeded  folely 
from  a  Crifpation ,  or  Accelerated  Periflaltiek 
Motion  of  the  Guts ,  may  in  time  fo  far  Vi¬ 
tiate  the  Fluids ,  that  whofoever,  in  the 
Cure  of  it,  fhould  totally  neglect  theCon- 
fideration  of  them ,  would  deferve  to  be 
reprimanded  for  his  Thought  lefnefs. 


VI.  It  will  be  neceflary  to  fet  down 
in  Writing,  with  the  greateft  Accuracy  and 
Nicenefs  imaginable,  (  becaufe  it  mult  be 
burthenfome  to,  nay  impoffible  for,  the 
ft  range  ft  Memory  to  retain  perfectly,  di- 
ftinctly,  and  without  any  Confufiori ,  the 
feveral  particulars  of  aw/  number  of  Ob- 
fervations  )  all  the  feveral  Similitudes ,  and 
Diffimilitud.es  of  the  feveral  Bloods  thus  ob- 


ferved,  and  all  the  V trious  Alterations,  which 
each  Remedy  Experimented  produced  in  each 
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Dyfcrajse  of  the  Blood,  in  order,  by  Cotta, ? 
ting  them  together,  to  Afcertain  the  true 
Virtues  of  all  Medicines ,  in  all  Cafes .  But 
to  free  this  as  much  as  may  be  from  Tedi - 
oujnejs ,  and  to  Abbreviate  in  fome  meafure 
the  Labour  of  it,  I  fhould  think  it  Con¬ 
venient,  to  have  feveral  Large  Sheets  of  Pa¬ 
per  Ruled  with  Red  or  Black  Lines ,  into  fe¬ 
veral  Columns ,  and  each  Column  to  be  re¬ 
fer  ved  for  adiftinft  Head .  As  for  Difeafes , 
Days  of  Difeafes ,  Symptomes ,  Medicines  ex¬ 
hibited ,  and  in  what  Dofe,  Vijible  Alterati¬ 
ons  in  Symptomes ,  Alterations  produced  in  the 
Blood ,  as  to  C on f fence ,  Colour ,  Tafe,  Smell, 
Oylinefs ,  Roapinefs,  Sizinefs ,  Quantity  of  Se¬ 
rum ,  its  Colour ,  Tafe,  Smell,  &c.  the  diftinft 
Head  of  each  Enquiry  to  be  let  in  gmi* 
Letters  at  the  Tty  0/  Column .  But  not 
doubting,  but  that  whoever  ,  fhall  think 
fit  to  put  this  Method  into  Pra&ice,  will  be 
more  Capable  of  finding  out  means  to  ab¬ 
breviate  his  Trouble,  in  fetting  down  the 
Obfervations,  than  I  can  pretend  to  be  to 
affift  him,  I  fhall  leave  every  one  to  ma¬ 
nage  himfelf,  as  he  fhall  judge  moft  for  his 
Eafe  and  Advantage .  And  indeed  pro¬ 
vided  the  Obfervations  be  duly  made,  and 
thereby  any  real  Advantage  Accrue  to  the 
Jr*  0/  Phyfick ,  which  is  the  main  of  my 
prefent  I  fhall  never  trouble  my 
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ielfmuch,at  whatorder  it  is  done  in,  though 
it  fhould  not  be  fo  very  Methodical ,  as  might 
by  fome  be  wifh’d. 

Thus  I  have  by  God’s  jiff  fiance  pone 
through  my  Defign.  What  remain's  is 
karneftly  to  beg  all  thofe,  who  fhall  think 
nt  to  put  the  above  propofed  Method  into 
Prdhce  (if  any  fuch  fhall  be  found)  freely 
and  faithfully  without  the  leaft  Difguife  to 
impart  to  the.  World,  with  the  mo R'Conve- 
ment  Speed ,  both  what  they  fhall  difcover ; 
either  as  to  the  True  Caufes  of  Difeafes ,  or 
as  to  the  Genuine  and  Immediate  Operations 
of  Remedies  in  the  Curing  of  them,  'and  alfo 
the  feveral  Steps  .they  fhall  make  ufe  of 
m  order  to  attain  thokDifeoveries  •  that  fo  by 
the ' United  Affiftance  of  Divers ,  Phyftck  both 
,he°fy  and  Practice  may  be  fettled  upon  a 
Sotid  Foundation,  which  this  Method,  if  mv 

prefent  Apprehenfions  be  not  notorioufl'y 
folfe,  do  s  fairly  promife,  at  leaft  as  far  as 
Concerns  theDifeafes, which  proceed  barely 
from  Vitiated  Bloods :  Medicine  thus  inquired 
into  and  thus  managed ,  I  am  apt  to  flatter 
my  fe^wiH  make  a  much  greater  and  more 
Vifible  Pr ogrefs ,  m  the  fpace  of  Twenty  Tears , 
than  it  has  hitherto  done  in  an  hundred 
profecuted  in  any  way  as  yet  made  ufe 
of.  And  indeed  to  fpeak  my  Sentiments 

freely 


freely  (  for  which  if  Erroneous  I  heartily 
beg  the  Pardon  of  the  Learned  )  till  Fancy 
and  Conjecture  be  driven  from  the  Government 
diC  and  till  Phyficians  will  truft  more  to  the 
direction  of  their  Trufty  Senfes,  in  this  or  jome 
other  more  Rational  way,  1  cannot  believe  that, 
That  molt  ufeful,  moft  neceffary  and  mofl  No - 
ble  An  will  ever  attain  to  any  farther  confide- 

rable  Pitch  of  True  andlafiing  Glory. 


FINIS. 
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